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- treat of researchers. I congratulate the

Foreword

We live today in a world thatbi‘é‘éd/v'ery different from the
one we grew up, the one we were educated in. The world today
is changing at such an accelerated rate and we as educators
need to pause and reflect on this entire system of education. Is
our college well equipped to prepare our youngsters to face the
challenges that the future holds?

Answer to it motivates us to go through a continuous
process of reflection and hence we at Tinsukia College, Assam,
work at implementing a well balanced curriculum to ensure
that the students of our college will not just love their academic

year but truly be prepared to face life’s challenges.
It was Swami Vivekananda who said “We need to have three

things; the heart to feel, the brain to conceive, the hand to
work” We endeavour constantly to install these qualities in our
f‘tudents. We pride ourselves to help them grow and develop
Into sensitive and responsible citizens of the next generation.

In this regard, It gives me immense pleasure to dedicate to
YOu a research based edited volume ‘EXONA’ published by
Tinsukia College. This issue is a collection of research based
articles in diverse fields in Commerce and Humanities which
‘is a milestone that marks our academic growth. I have a strong
Mtuition that you will receive immense joy reading the literary
entire editorial team for
their tireless effort in bringing out this beautiful volume and
Present my gratitude to the authors for their efforts.

Dr. Surjya Chutia
Principal
Tinsukia College
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Achievements of o teachers in terms of publications of
their scholarly works in journals and periodicals of both
national and internationga]’ T€pute is a regular feature of the
Tinsukia college, one-of- the-gldest premier institutions of
North East India, '

: In this multi~faculty college having three streams of arts,
science and Commerce apq Strength of about 70 faculty
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f the widest range po ' nt reasons.
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the responsibility of publishing the t"i:ﬁl;:ﬁ and congratulate th}tz
t rocess. I must than rts, hard wor.
rﬁiﬁfgh Ol;iht? eedli)torial board for their sincere e'fst;?gn of printing
from erlj Ot' compilation, editing to Suplingk possible.
el pfgdectizr;)Process to make the present O
uc

Dr. Nilim Jyoti Senapati
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(1920) , Sen (1973, Adam and He (1 nd income inequalltty
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General caste :

is found high :;fofgng higher compared to SC but poverty gap

analysis of severity ofg' ¢ SC compared to General caste. In the

the MOBC (2.4 "icome poverty, higher ratio is found among
** Percent) followeq by SC (1.6 percent), OBC (1

Percent), General
. 0.
severity of inCOme( 7 percent), anq TGL (0.5 percent). Lower

) 0 i
Population i, mfali\;;:;y is found among the ST (0.4 percent)

Smcome Poverty gy 012
0
T e crass ocial groups (in percent)

Gor—— | Ratio POVerty Gap | Squared Poverty
%\“’LM Gap Ratio (P) |
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“ Squared Poverty Gap Rati®
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Multidimensional Poverty Within and Across the Social Group

of Rural Assam:
In Table. No.3, results of the computation of

multidimensional poverty within and across the six social
groups have been presented.
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Uncensored Head

As per Tab] .
ratio (H) is fourlecig; the higher multidimensional headcount

(0.634), 5C (0.595) mong the OBC (0.677) followed by TGL
head coupg ratio is’foenemI (0.575) and MOBC (0.536). Lower

Count Ratio (H):

Aggregate | tnd among the ST (0.500). Compared o
ead fount i:iif)o}mt ratio (0.595) of rural Ass)am, thg higher
fatio of aggregate hls found among OBC and TGL. The equal
eadcoynt ratio is found among SC. The lower

multidimepg;

ns

multid ctonal headcg, : ta
lmEnsmnal hea Nt ratio compared to to

i;nong General, MOBg zﬁgnst’rratio of rural Assam is found
tensi !

Inttrz,nosfii\{I ‘Llndlme‘lsional Poverty (A):
PIoportion of multidi .

: Mengsj , e
€prived, T}, Weighted jpq onal poverty is the averag

: ; icatorsg : le aré
h € Intens; OIS In which poor peop
{;.gilsg)mo g the TGt{()(g";ngtldHnensional povlz:rty (i) is founéi
found oy el (0.454) ) Sfollowed by OBC (0.467): Sis
though h B T (0.450). Lower intensity

' e0‘429)' It has been noticed th®"
The copy o N intengjy, 3dcount ratio i found high amo” &
the §T, .o "9 heaq o BN Tatio is found among TO™
A Ot ratio though found low among

OWer ratjq is fi MOBC:
h.]ﬂleEIObaleensmnalPovertyl SN S
e ersoy .. PCTSON s ndex(MPI):

1Zher thanlih Welghte dl e].ltif\ledas mulﬁdimensionﬂuy
€ po o €Privatiop score is equal to O
Ot?f of 33,33 per cent. Following the
: Spei?ge N cis Calculated by multiplying the
'S Multigjpy o Cally, 1y the AVerage intensity of povefty
Sin Whj : Y Poor ae propoftion of the populatioﬂ tha;
< Poor pe ¢ A the average propoftion ¢
h re OIP €are dePIiVed. Therefore; 3
o OPlein poyerty and the deg’ K
Value 4 o, ¢ Adjusted Myltidimensi” )
°40d high among OBC (03

-
=

L T L T Py R ——— e
Fir s T iy P il vt e
g S e B, 1Ly i =52

=

and TGL (0.301) followed by SC (0.271), General (0.261),
MOBC (0.230). Lower MPI value is found among the ST (0.225).

Adjusted Multidimensional Poverty Gap (M,):

It is the average value of the normalized gap among all
instances in which any poor person is deprived. This provides
information on the average depth of deprivations across all poor
and deprived states. In the analysis of multidimensional poverty
gap (M), higher value is found among the OBC (0.131)_ followed
by SC (0.103) and General (0.102). The corresponding \_ralue
found among the ST and TGL is 0.081 and 0.075 respectively.
Lower multidimensional poverty gap value is found among
MOBC (0.069).

Adj verty Gap (M.):
Jl;ftfrizgl:lraezeglfzeve?irty 01;' muzltidime_nsiongl poverty. _In
the severity of multidimensional poverty (M,), higher sexferlt.y
value is found among General (0.224) and lpwer sieve?tynlcsl
found among TGL (0.024). The corresponding va l.lt’i: o?lﬂe
among OBC and MOBC is 0.098 and 0.030 respectlvz il
dmong SC and ST, the value found is 0.079 afnO 34.2 thé
Compared to aggregate squared povert}f gap vgltle‘o fo{md l o
SQuared poverty gap value of all these six districts 18 ' and.
In Fig2, the Multidimensional poverty, poverty g. tEd
Multidimensional squared poverty gap has been presented.

Fig.2 Multidimensional Poverty, Poverty Gap
and Squared Poverty

—

@ Multidimensional Squared
poverty Index (MZ)

Multidimensional poverty
Gap Index(M1)

@ Multidimensional Poverty
Index(MP1)

Percentage of population
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Income Inequ

. f
ality Within and Across the Social Groups ©

Rural Assam: Gini.

Thevalue of income inequality estimated by using the
Atkinson anq Thei] Index hag been presented in Table.4

Table 4 .

Income Inequality Within ang Across the Occupations
Wmm\smjtkinson Theil | Theil
Genera] 0.330 0.213 0.427 0.239 | 0.18
E/I]z)?s\c 0% Tor 0320 [0.195 ﬂg%
[so———1 2276 012¢ To239  T[o.132 0-165
ST\MM\ 0187 T0389 0.207 | 0.192

0.162 odse oo 0115
ﬁ\ 0.083 0.135 ﬂ)_g_z_d_",__g/l}
Total o 9224 10466 0.254 | 0.1
Populatioy, 225 0427 0.256

. . /
So_urce- Pr mmUth > - T AT A
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variable in model 2 (Table.7)
ri : .7) the regression m i
The expression of the regression model is gin?leellsst ere fited.
Y=B,,BXx,€.......... viii

o Table.6
Multidimensional poverty and income inequality model statistics

Where Y is dependent vari
. : t variable, x is exp] .
is the int ' able, X 1s explanatory variable,
] tOChasti:l:;l;tr ttf;z, a;nd B1 is the slope paramIZter. € iset}?g £ 8 0
study multidimensior;a;lI;):/: reg'reSSiOI.l model of the present g E § P
income inequality is consider r;y Is considered as y variable and Sk
1) and income pov, edas explanatory variable x (model =F 3 |3
variable in modpl erty as.y variable and income ove ‘ s |&
multidimension :1 2t On t%le basis of the result of cl:utc:n);eas }; o ‘E
presented in th POVerty, income poverty and income i o R o 5
In the Table.5, the regressi enequality ) o 8
gression model was fitted. < =
I Table.5 & 2 § %
ncome . 2 : P &
Inequal;?verty’ Multidimensional poverty and Ing S|l s |
Sodic ty among the Social Groups of R nlAncome 2 N g
cial Grou ural Assam g 3
P | Income | Multidimens; ‘ ol st| 2 g
— poverty tonal | Income = bl ] B S
General Poverty Ine li | o < =
OB 103 | 026l i 3 2 |3
. [
] . . 0. N = —
MOBC & 0.316 186 .; E é S
0316 o
El I N Y v - PRREESE
¢ Tooe T—— 0126 s g3 Bz 5|2
ST — 0.271 T o » oM 'gc.‘-::s
Tol 0072 | o] 0165 | ! _ 22| <
GL o 0.225 0115 S [z 8lgalg |8
T~ | . g . P - =1
| Total Population | o177 1o | 0.184 i il o il 3
— . 0.269 — £ 5 §2| 8
Results of the . 0.213 g &£ ozl g Ll E
regression —_——— ] £ 3 m ol o wl.
The estimates b (Model 1) D 9 = ; = 2| &
ase . - i ow] .-
}/iousehold head engaged-d on the data of the g, 1 §%5|8 &8 |
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|
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The standardized corre
the model shows 0.855 which im

Table.7

) . ity model statistics
Income poverty and income inequality
0.05 level of significance. The t value (2 213) though not
significant at 5 per cent level but F vajye (10.838) is Statistically
significant at 0.95 Per cent level. The R2va|ye 0f 0.730 implies £ g =
strong correlation between multidimensiona] poverty and E % E i
Inequality in the Study groups. Abouyt 73 per cent variation in Q= 5
the multidimensiona] Poverty is explained byincome inequality . & |3
Ao
In rural Assam, In, the model, the regressiop €quation found is 5
1;41’1 =0.109 +0.994 (inequality) anq Statistically significant at 2 8
> Per cent leve] (p < 0.05). The unstandardized B vajye 0.994 g & = 2
mplies that one (1) unit increase jp income ine quality increases ,g\ -
the 0.994 ypj multidimensional poverty in study groups, g § £
Results of the regression (Model 2) a S o cgo
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Poverty and inco i ; 7 M5l 3
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A Study on the Performancie of
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yoyaflan
(P MMY) Among Weaker Sectio

Dr. Sakarsing Boro

Abstract: impo
e

Savings and investment both ar ossible where th.ere

“COnomic development. However, these arep income, creation

i istance and
Of ities through financial assl
ernployment opportunities
Self em

rtant tools for

era I‘iClllture‘_In
Ouy “ountry apd provide large emploYmen;:lir C(g)mmunines
Orde to create employment among w mall business/nop
mclucling Women entrepreneurs$ as well aSthem to boost their
°0rp0rate small business sectors and l.]dp the MUDRA loan
< ®Preneyriq] activities to the Socileta}r:i’ojana (PMMY) was
Iacu:cm ¢ under the Pradhan Mantri Mucr re offered in three

a
¢d. Under MUDRA Scheme, 10ans t up to Rs. 50,000),

n
Icétegoﬂes, namely - Shishu (Forxoansagloooul i Rs 5 1akh)£;i
i . '
Ta:hor (For Joan amount from Rs. khsand up to Rs 101 h

Theu N (For loan amount more thanf? iincia
thre tota] Sanction amount in the ;5‘ crore 4
'ms of loan is Rs. 321759

221 in
ear 2020
Ve disbursement
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CEVEY (2013)1310Yment after
i 2 » there are 5.77

COmpr. ' -Co
1ses I'Pora
Smaj te Sma]] Busines
S
ng Units, Small

m
anufactuH

Pro
gram
me : i _
of the prime minister always aims &

o Infrastructure Gaps
: E}o{hcy Adlvocacy Needs
i (I(rmatlon Asymmetry
’ Lagk of Growth Orientation
D of Market Development / Market
— ng Entry Level Technologies
lenders g’r?r.e largely self financed or rely on non formal
s big boostr;enis and relatives. Addressing this need will give
Segment wo;)lctl S SRS of our country otherwise this
Productiye - remain unfunded and a portion of the
0 create p our force would remain unemployed. In order
00st theirp oyment among these sections and help them to
MUDRA 1 entrepreneurial activities to the society, the
Yojana (PMOan Scheme under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Shr; Nace dMY) was launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
Vigyan Bh] ra Modi on 08 April, 2015 at a function held at
. efinanceaj‘:ah, New Delhi. Micro Units Development &
Mportant geacy commonly known as MUDEA 18: 2%
UDRA | refinancing scheme. The primary objective of
s to develop the micro enterprise sector or Non-

OTporat
Xtendip ¢ Sm.an Business Sector (NCSBS in the country by
g various supports including financial support and
funded.

to ach;

M‘;‘glt{he goal of funding the un
(PMMY) A loans under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
Onlmerciﬁ’; be availed from the nearby branch office of
50 now fj] anlfs, RRBs, NBFC, MFIs, etc. Beneficiaries can
e online applications for MUDRA loans on the

Yamim;
Pralcri?ll:;aﬁonal. (WWW.udyamimitra.in).
antri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) being a flagship
t funding the
11 businesses among weaker
ning of its establishment.

fits operations extending

Unfu
nded r:
Sectiy odfmlcr o-enterprises and sma
€Schem the society from the begin
ealready completed 6 years o
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Annual Report 2020-21). The p
on the performance and achieve
loan among weaker section.

MUDRA Offerings:

resent study tries to throw light
ment of PMMY towards MUDRA.

€me, namely-

For loan amoynt up to Rs. 50,000

For loan amount from Rg. 50,001 to
Rs 5 lakh

For loan amount more thap Rs. 5 lakh

and up to Rs 10 Jajp,
b. M UDRA Carg DA

® Shishy -
® Kishor -

® Tarun -

* National Credit
X C), asubsidiary of
Guarantee scheme, nting agency of MUDRA Credit

acilities o Inst thej Owers yged overdraft
r PMJD accoy
in LtJhSerSt financi,] Year of PMMy 12:: l::ndzr Wed
"l Report 2015. 1) *"°hed (Source
26 || @gen

eeislliiniter o EMATDIL LI\(/,II;\!/IIY is provided to income
P :
MUDRA loan under i ed in:
§enerating micro/small business entities engag

® Trading
® Manufacturing
® Service sector N
® Activitiesallied to a_lgrlcu )
farming, bee-keeping, etc.
n
Nature of assistance as MUDRA loa
® Term Loan
® Overdraft limit
® Working Capital o
® Composite loan for acquiring ¢ap

ies offer
Banks/Financial Institutions/Agencie
Oanl;

like- pisciculture, poultry

ital assets
ing MUDRA

ate

State Bank of India and Assoaks (excluding SBI)

Public Sector Commerci?l Baril -
Private Sector Commercial Ba
State co-Operative Banks

Regional Rural Banks .

Micro Finance Institutions i
NBEC Micro Finance Institul o
Non Banking Financial Comp
Small Finance Banks

@ © @ © @ @ @ @ o

0Perational Concepts: . ;
~ The term weaker section for e gatis
*° defined under MUDRA i.¢.

dy is the sameé
he presentlsfgumip of three

Caste (SC) and

dule L
OMMmunities. Schedule Tribe)(?)jgs’esrffzzo and analyses will
ther Backward Classes (OBC).

| i egories an
? Ade ‘on these three social categ
0 p

ns
d the performance

MMY will be studied in this section:
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Literature Review:

Shahid M. and Irshad
M.
of PMMY. They analyze th (2016) study descriptive analysis

of the MUDRA scheme, ¢ product offerings and performance

hor 54 and other P?mtive Performance of

Entrepreneyrsh; at people are ett’se €Ct states in India His
Hef SHip by taking . Betting encoyrageq .

urther meny; initiatiye { ged to develop

D ed that the perfo O start their own work

Tmance :

is successfy] under k:
Category has f, r Kishor anq Taryp (.)fMUDRA Ojana
llen, Categories wh gh)
i ereas Shishu

che . - an Ma1
fmdtransformin e Viz. MUDRA }, lty S ' (232.1), State that the

. €lps i
r . €n
28 || e 8 Ordered logistic regres;;ltrepreneurs
n, ‘/Vilcoxon

.S'gn test, Effect Size test, it is found that loan amount significantly
Influences employability as well as improved the livelihood of
Women as regards to economic, psychological and social
€mpowerment. They suggest that the government and the
.f“_]aﬂcial sector may improve the existing policies and take
initiatives to enhance the accessibility of the scheme and create a
Supporting environment to assist borrowers during the initial

Stage of the venture through different training programmes.

Objectives of the study:
1. To highlight the performance of PMMY among

sections. ,
2. To analyze the comparative performance of PMMY
_ between weaker sections and others.

Research Queries :
1. Whether PMMY is p
weaker sections.
_ 2. Whether there is no difference betw
and others towards the activities

PMMY.

Methodology of the study:
Pr eseIltgs)t,udy is mainl;’ based on secondary SOUICes of daFa.
€ researcher collects required data from the official website
°f MUDRA which include Annual Reports of MUDI}A from
2015. 161 2020-21. Additional dataare gathered from journals,
Articles, books, and magazines.

Limigas:
Mitations of the study:
® Observations are not ma
made as a whole in the country: .
® The study has primarily focused on weaker sections.
o The assistance provided to wé
Vers more than half of the total as

weaker

erforming satisfactorily among

een weaker sections
performed by the

de state wise i.c. analyses are

aker sections under PMMY
sistance as witnessed from
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annual reports of varioug financial years, Ag addressed under Table I shows the Shishu Mudra loan availed under P MMY

‘1:, ?all\(/g ;ieu?ng t}le-tim;nClal year 2020-21 the credit needs of by different social categories. It shows that only 41.32 Pircfint
ctions w . ) . just after -
SISTIom 1th 51% of the loan accounts belongmg to Covers the loan sanction against the General category jus

establishment of one year in 2016-17. Remaining 58.68 serocle;lct
“Omprising 18.77%, 4.5% and 35.41% for SC, ST an

= B ; ak tions.
) . t weaker sec
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> T £ Tesp 1 o 2% in the performance on weaker
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ad B RIS Sy olo oo | & 1on has been increased i.e. up ction
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Table 2 shows Kishor MUDRA loan sanction among‘diﬁ"erenl
sections. The table indicates that 76.24% loan was sanctioned for

the General Category i.e. remaining 23.76% loan was sanctioned

for weaker section in 2016-17. Among weaker sections, ST (1 '92%)
is the least performer followed by SC (4.05) 1n the same year. Again,
Depmaee e il el s Hoveee.
t hat the performance has

yil:resf %Eh(()lis ??3; 4,05% in 2016-17 10 7.12%n 2020-21)
and ST (i.e. from 1.92% in 2016-17 to 3.29% in2020-21). It can
be stated here that the existing business run by SC and ST have
been expanding resulting in the need for a higher amount of funds.

303 33 01 a3e3uadiad a1y jo SIeys ay3juasardar sasayruated ay) us saIm3y oy 310N
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|

~2020-21
(Rs.in Crore)
69,353
(87.47)
1,680
(2.12)
1,168
(1.47)
7,089
(8.94)
79,290

(100)

|
|
|
|
|
|

1,272

(1.62)
879
(1.12)
6,588
(8.41)

2019-20
78,359

(Rs. in Crore)
69,620
(88.85)
(100)

|
|
|
|

|
|

2018-19
(Rs. in Crore)
(88.50)
1,412.16
(1.88)
1,003.14
(1.34)

6,210.12
(8.28)

66,365.45
74,990.86
(100)

|
|
|
|
|

pective Financial Years

Table - III:

Tarun MUDRA Loan Sanctions under PMMY

939
(1.549)

(88.57)
589.71

2017-18
(Rs. in Crore)
(0.97)

5438.10
(8.92)

53,976.53
60,943.34
(100)

|
/ _
/
/
|
|

(87.39)

750.79

(1.79)
411.50
(0.98)

2016-17
4119.52

(Rs. in Crore)
36,600.85
(9.84)

41,882.66
(100)

|
/
/
/

/ OBC /

]

1gures in the parentheses represent the share of the p?ercentage to the total.

ear
Social

Ye

Category
General

;

°

Source: MUDRA Annual Reports of the res

Note: The fi

) -

Table IIT shows Tarun MUDRA loan sanction being the
highest amount of loan provided among different sections
where the limit of assistance is more than Rs. 5 lakh and up to
Rs 10 lakh. It shows that the assistance provided under PMMY
towards Tarun MUDRA loan among weaker sections is very
much least i.e. only 12% (approx) in all the years. So it can be
concluded here that the weaker sections do less business whose
Capital requirement is within 5 lakh to 10 lakh.

Figure -1 shows the comparison of overall performance of
PMMY towards the MUDRA loan sanctions between general
and weaker sections. From the figure it is clear that the
performance on weaker sections is comparatively less than the
general category in all the years. The reason indud(?s thaff _the
Weaker section i.e. SC, ST and OBC are less interested in availing
Kishor and Tarun Loan as already shown in Table II and Table
1L This is the result for downward sloping of the overall graph.

Figure-1:
ComParisan of MUDRA Loan Sanctions between General and
Weaker Section

_‘—__—_‘_—*——».___________, ————
3,00,000.00
2,00,000.00 e
1,00,000.00 I,_l | I
0.00 11 —
2016-17  2017-18 201819 201920  2020-21
General M Weaker section J

Source; MUDRA Annual Reports of the respective Financial
€ars

EXONA || 35




__“'—-,—--7-

PP T

e e

v ts <o s it

g Ty T e eyttt B

® Shishu

@ Kishor
Tarun

m Total

years. From the table it is clear that Kishor
g rapidly. In 2020-21, it has become more

e the base period. The performance of Tarun and
o satisfactory as the trends of these two loans have

sed.

Table 4 shows trend percentage analysis of all cate_gor.ies
of MUDRA loan sanction i.e. Shishu, Kishor and Tarun during

different financial

l

Trend percentage analysis of MUDRA loan Sanctions

Oan has been increasin

than doubl
Sishu is als
also increa

Figure-2
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|

2020-21
(Rs. in Crore

108,637
(35%)
127,240
(41%)
75,877
(24%)
(100%)
1,03448
(33%)

|
|

I

|

(RS.)
2019-20
(Rs. in Crore)

162,813

(49%)
91,427
(28%)
75,475
(23%)
3,29,715
(100%)
1,12,029
(34%)

|
|

|
|

|

arentheses represent the share of the percentage to the total.

er section beneficiaries under PMMY
2018-19
(Rs. in Crore)
139,651.55
(45%)
99,868
(32%)
72,291.84
(23%)
3,11,811.39
(100%)
98,023.68

(31%)

Table -5

Category wise loan disbursed and weak

4

CATEGORY /

|
|
|
|
|

|

YEARLY AMOUNT DISBURSED IN CRORE
2017-18
(Rs. in Crore)
104,228.05
(42.29%)
83,197.09
(33.76%)
59,012.25
(23.95%)
246,437.39
(100%)
83,686.97
(33.96%)

/
/
/
|
|

|

ports of the respective Financial Years

2016-17
(Rs. in Crore)
(47.85%)
51,063.12
(29.13%)

83,891.88
40,357.13
(23.02%)

175,312.13
(100%)
66,279.80

(37.81%)

/

Kishor /
/

Source: MUDRA Annual Re
Note: The figures in the p

3

al

Tarun
otal

Out of the

Te
Tot

share of
SC/ST/OBC

Table 5 shows that 37.81% of the total amount of loan
disbursed was made against weaker sections in 2016-17.
Likewise 33.969%, 31%, 34% and 33% for 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-
20and 2020-21 respectively of the total loan disbursed were for
weaker sections.

Findings: -

It is found that 58.68%, 23.76% and 12.61% cox_.'ers the f)an
Sanction under Shishu, Kishor and Tarun r;spectwely against
the weaker section under PMMY in 2016-17. .

It is also found that the trend of loan sanction has_l:l)jen
inCreaSing every year in all the categ?ries of loanfss.hB_yhtjl ;ngl
the year 2016-17 as base year it is seen 1n th.e case o 1Is ! oan
that the trend has been upward to 192.19 in 201_9?20. nh. h
21, the trend has further downfall to 129.2_ but this is a}Iso 1§i§r
than the pase year. In the case of Kishor, it has befn rlrl;loc:i i rgl
“Ontinuously every year and in 2020-21 it goes jlso e
double the pase year i.e. 247.48. In case of Tarun Bresre
that the oan sanction has been going an upward upto 189.
2020-21,

Itis also found that Rs. 66,279.80 crore, Rs. 83,686.97 Cg;fé
Rs. 98,023.68 crore, Rs. 1,12,029 crore and' 35.{,033?86?;?;017_

cen disbursed among weaker commumt.lesi in iy 3,7 o
18,2018-19,2019-20 and 2020-21 respectively whicl ) tal- Ioar;
33.96%, 31%, 34% and 33% of the respective years to
disburgeq,

oo i Sector

Growth of the Non-Corporate Smalll Business

NCSBS) will contribute to the rise of GDPin tl:le ﬁountg;'g:;
MUDRA scheme under PMMY has transforme dt eun nded
intg funded, informal lending into formal lending agons °
“reated social as well as financial awareness amolrfi S-enC ons of
SOCieties. Further, PMMY contributes to the wSe ]([:lBi of the
Individyals engaged in the Non-Corporate Sma
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Sector which helps in the progress of our economy as a whole.
The ways or measures under MUDRA have greatly increased
the confidence of different young educated and skilled workers

https:
ttps://www;, MUDRA.org.in/AboutUs/Genesis

PMMY- Bank Wise performance, 2020-2]
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Employment and Income
Generation in informal Sector:

An analytica] study from
Tinsukia Town, Assam

Dwimu Basumatary

: tion b
out the practicality of employmenf and mﬁﬁiﬁi nera y
informal sector workers available in Tinsukia .

Keywords:
yvIVncome and employment, informal sector, hawkers,

artisans, daily labourer, street vendors, economic and
Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Introduction . ilv liveli It
gg:rce of income is very essential fqr d?(l,lrydl;;;lg;;z:s eIs
means that to survive we must earn Someﬂm;g mal or informal
Whether the sources of income are from for of the economy
Séctor. The informal sector represents a p art especially in
and the labour market in many co.un:ll;ltiz;’ni eII)'l t creation,
developing countries, playsa major role in efol:mal sector means
Production and income generation. The l:il and service by the
that production and distr ibution Qf gsj?feient from the formal
oPerating unit of households, which N fscale, use of intensive
Sector in terms of technology, economics ot ¢ air;ed account. In
Process and virtual absence of well- rnminzed sector employs
terms of employment share the. urorgan ized sector. There
83% of the work force and 17% in the 'Org:l:ontract, paid leave
are 92.4% informal worke‘z Wit?;:loo‘:’nr)lrt?he informal sector
an its in the € A ially in
- I;ir eostehlf*trs l;e,;zfl: tion of economic activity especially

€velop ng and transition coun ies. ‘
ln i - t;cl activities like daily labour,
i om y
In informal sector econ

i ne of the most
Street vending, hawkers and ar!:xsanz ta;lrrz :g ot the
imPOrtant parts. In cities o Vlllaﬁe lly or partly by selling
it people earn their vii ¥ fo cz’xses on the homebase
arent goodsand services.The stucy (:of the informal sector
Workers which form an in:ip(:;:jnttop;ther data for identifying
. : P .
:nelne(tlllz;lﬁ;;?:ty::ds fr(l)::lome generation of informal sector

Workers in Tinsukia town.
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.employmen_t in Poverty
In objectives of finding

> a
Iy data ar
Tespondents begng: € collected from
Onging to different informail Sseacr:lple okaOO
or workers

working jn Tinsukj
atown, §
the purpose of analysis are takzzo?dary data which are used for

of books, i ro i i

1 ks, Journals, Newspaper. ! vatious published sources
related publicationg. > Various Websites and other
Objectives of the study

1. To find out Whether
Source of income to

2. Access the avi :
0 the 4 elrage Income that in Orma] .

nemployed people of Tlnsukja Sectors provide
a town,

3. Investigate prob
problemsg faced .
Tinsukia town. by the Informa] workers at

44 | 3o

4. To know satisfaction level of informal workers with

the work.

Scope of the study

This study explores employment status of the people
working in different informal sector works and satisfactions
and problems faced by them and whether they can fulfil their
basic things in life with this work.The targeted people are
working in different informal sectors like street vendors,
hawkers, artisans and daily labour working in Tinsukia town.

Significance of the study:
Despite India boasting economic growth rates higher than

most developed countries in recent years, a majority of the
country’s population is still unemployed or dependent on the
informal sector works. Global trends have shown that in order
to develop and grow, all round performance by each individual
is of utmost importance. Empirical evidence shows that all
round performance is needed for better development of the
country. To have an inclusive growth we need to bring the under
developed region of the country with the developed region. So,
Participation of individuals is a must in different activities for
allround development, which creates opportunity to the people
and rajses standard of living. The present study is useful to find
out the people engaged in different informal sector works and
Whether informal sector works avail to create source of income

In Tinsukia town.

Limitations of the study:
The study undertak:n by the researcher suffers the

folloWing limitations: .
1. The study has been conducted during a very short span
of time. . -
2. The results may vary according to the opinion expressed
by the respondents.

The study is restricted to Tinsukia town area only.
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Analysis and Interpretatiop of Data;

Table 1. Respondeng’s Nature of work involved in |
Nature of work No. of W
Respondents
Street vendor 35 \35
Daily labourer ‘ 4C 7
Hawker 1\0\1 0
WWRIS—
Total 100 100
Source: Przmary datq T .
The aboye table 1 shows that (35%) T€spondents are street
Vendors, (40%) are daily laboyr, (109%
are artisang

) are hawkers and (15%)

o 2 that mgi o
(67%) are from local; Majorj

ty of the respondents
1 ty areags and oth
from different Places,

® femaining (339) are

it is tound that (20%) respondents
o ab'oveftalillielisl; ltsl'ttan 1 year, (15%) re;z?,:izlﬁ
e e ro5 ears, (25%) responcients Jave been
woiking from the last eaZs et (40@ar§dpmore.
e b o :fi;tglgrc};m the more than 10 years
have been wor

Table 4: Daily wages of respondents
able 4:

R Percentage
(In Rs) | No. of Respondents =
Daily Wages T
Less than Rs 300 = -
Rs 300 g -
More than Rs 300 . - o0
Total

: Primary Data daily wages.
Source set as a standard rate f(l); %) respondents
Note: Rs 300 hastable 4 it is clear that8%) respondents are
From the above Rs 300 in a dayand (2 (55%) respondents
are earning less thalj;OO in a day and other '
; Rs
getting around

in a day.
are getting more than Rs 300 in

ther sources
dents any o
Table 5: Respon

Percentage
of | No.of
Other source Respondents :
Income
3
Yes 97
7 100
No 1 100 :
Tota

7 ata t only (3%)
Source: Primary Dtable 5 it is found (t)}tll?er than what
From the abO‘t’ﬁer sources of mcotr;l:re dependent only
Tespondents havedorest (97%) responden |
e/she working an

On their work.
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Table 6: Respondents satisfaction with work

Work satisfaction No. of Percentage
Respondents

Okay with it 52 52

Full Satisfaction 10 f 10

Not at a]] ' \T H\T_

Total 100 100

Source: Primary Datq \

Erom the abgvye table 6 t 5 found
are okay with their work, ( 10%) reg
and other Temaining (38%) are not

that (529) respondents
Pondents are fully satisfied
satisfied at g,

Table 7; Respondents choosing for work .
Reason for No. of Percentage
work Respondents
Family Tradition 7 \7—_
It gives better income/ .
high

85 85
Tl [

100 100
\J

€ 7itis f ound that (gzo dents
have chogep work due tg £, (85%) respon
due to various re,

S ancial crigjg Others rem, aining are
ons.

PSS, .
Table 8: Respondents satisfaction with-incom

i o. of Percentage
ISatisfaction with Respljndents
ncome - "
Yes 50' ”
? (:al ' 100 100
o

Source: Primary Data o
he above table 8 it is found that (402)(122?2038 e
Fi?ffl} :i :vith the income and (60%) respo
are satisfie
Satisfied with the income. e
Table 9: Problems/difficulties faced by resp

Total/
No

Difficulties Yes Percentage
S 60(100)
Raw materials 15(25) 45(75)

45(75) | 15(25) 60(:(()}(());
47(78.3) | 13(21.7) 60(100)
37(61.7) | 23(38.3) 60§100)
20(33.3) | 40(66.7) | 60

Lack of customer
Sale of products
Financial difficulties

Organisation
difficulties

Source: Primary Data dors and hawkers and
is data is only for street ven resent the share of
ti NOt?[:‘l;r hfl‘s a;es in the parentheses rep
artisans. The 18U

the Percentage to the total.

( )

i 5%) Respondents
| are facj robleminsupplyofrawmatenals. (75%)
cing p.

dents are
s, (78.3%) respon .
: for lack of buye dents are facing
?l'e.facmg pmblemegtioﬂ and (61.7) re:PZ?e facing problem
ﬁacmg_ l;een lj;:::upand (33.3) respondents

Nancia] pro

ittee.
With the management commi
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Table 10: Problems/difficulties faced by respondents

Problems or difficulties Yes No Total/
Percentage
_N\
Getting work regularly 25(62.5) 15(37.5) | 40(100)

i 0
Gettmgpaymentregularly 15(37.5) 25(62.5) | 40(100)

IEJ:xc;ssfm;;\lrailable labour |30(75) 10(25) &03)__,
ack of s 10(25) 30(75) | 40(100)

Other 3(7.5) 37(92.5) | 40(100) N

Source: Primary Dqtg,
Note: This dat, is only for daj]

e of the Percentage to the
total,

From the above tabje 10 it is foupg that (62.5%)
Téspondents 4pe facing Problems jp etting regular
work,(37.59 g g reg

) Téspondents are on regular Payment,(75%)
Tespondents are f

Or excess labour ang (25%) respondents are

d8e to lack of skills anq (3%) fespondents are dye to other
reasongs,

found that (40%)
€ income and other
are no Satisfied i income-
4. ; with the inco

»Tv?t; :}’::!st foung (529 respondents are okay
with theli:' ‘Zvorl;; Onéy (o Tespondents are satisfied
OIX and othe, ins ot

Satisfied at ). feMaining (38%) are n
From the analysis jt g f,
ave been working frop,

5. und g

at (409, respondent$
last 19

Years and more. And

50 || @z

i e
other remaining respondents are also following th
same, ondents

is it i d that (35%) resp
the analysis it is foun ts
> F:: rrI::adY to leave the work and (65%) responizf;
:re not sure due to family Whoél);lfetp ?gg)e::;:ln sectOl:
. . . foun at 1 ;
7. From the analysis it is bl in their respective
. : ems in
are facing various pro . en
worll:e;:ce For example street vendors. are faCIani 11:18 o
“;(;;p[::titic;ns daily labourers are facing pro
¢ ’ k etc.
or
getting regular payment and w
i uggestions: on i ental
Conj%ts;;’c”;::;f aigd income generan(;;l is ae Iiln'f‘;x;e .
; ial development.
ie of economic and soci is observed
;'?:II: erszznlee(ivho are not in formal sector wo:nt:;:ne money
. sec .
fi ily livelihood. The informa ommittees
b brought e e e of Governmentand Comites
for inforgmal sector for the uplift Oftheslilxi c;nly society can
In the society is engaged in some wor endent. A financially
become economically strong and lndepifevet'y section of the
independent society can be possible OII:D;nd the concept of
. wor .
$0cj i aged in some bove study; it
A(:;:rtx)ifrl:lsm; ll;iafat will become true. Fron: ;]: :l employment
is concluded that yes informal sector do‘:,:s atf(I)wn or among the
and income generation in the Tinsukia ed by giving more
SOciety and this can be more enhanc
an

Mportance to them.

Reference: (2014): ‘Research
' Gaurav
Kothari, CR and Garg

j ’ A e
Olog)/' Meth()ds and eCh lq es, New g
Od b 1 nigu
ltetuational PubliSherS.
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Adhikari, DB (2011), “Income generation in informal

sector: A case study on the street vendors of Kathmandu
Metropolitan City”,

Kapunda, S.M, & Mmolowa, B.D. (2007). The role of the
informal sector and self- employment if poverty alleviation
on Botswana. Botswana: Department of Economics,
University of Botswana, Private Bag 0022 Retrieved

February10, 2012 from http://www.bidpa.bw.
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Socio-Economic Development
Through Broom Stick Cultivation:
A Study Among Farmers in Amri

and Chinthong Blocks of West
Karbi Anglong District of Assam

Lovin Kro

Abstract
Socio-economic development is the pro.cess of developmer}t

in human society with regard to the soc?lety and economic
ASpects. There exists an inter-relationship be.tween tl.1e two
Which cannot be discarded. Development‘lr'l a society is
imPOssible until and unless there is an economic {ndeﬁend;nce
n the society. Until recent years, broom stlcl: Zsin eietx;
miStakenly taken as a landscape plant. Un ex: an . ited
*COnomic benefits in the past few years broom has a!alrl: :
Tany farmers to undertake the farming on a commerclzll asis.
*Ais study therefore, aims to understand and stgdy ; e S'OC:]Od
“COnomic development of the broom fam{ers’ in rrl a

hinthong blocks of West Karbi Anglong District in Assam.

Ke)’word
s: '
j y ¢, broom
Sucio-economic development, society, economic,

Cults .
Uivation, farmers
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Introduction

(Chojnicki, 2010)%. Socio €conoinic development c?nCePet
generally incorporates those changes i the society which ar

income, Poverty, employment,
Cation, health, crime and C‘w;
Y- Richard Egteg (2010)? note

indicators of social development:

employment Security, edy
Participation of the socie

. i with
conditions (possibility to satisfy ne.ed.s associlate;ith b
Consumption of goods and services; it is 1'relate tW e g
Phenomgna of economic growth), economl(;: struicc el;r( e
ren preneurship, access . pub;i;: gOIOdsa?fnof i:lr(‘i’ng care of
i evel, w
in changes of educatlona’ wa) . stem
:ESUItZ:lne’(s: heilth etc.), relation within SOCI?tlys}s’ocial
me s ecurity,
: duals, trust, s -
i ion between indivi .. ; isfaction
imtf]g'r:st)lo environment condition and life ;gtllzsfaBeH“
on 1C > R . . ’ >
(StemPIOWSkl; 1987; ChOjnlel, 2010, UNDP)
2011), : Tiger grass is a
a Maxima) or Tig
rass (Thysanolaen . ich ever
unj ?lzooirfl:: if nature, an eco friendly P roduC: wt};ken as Z
horrqx : $ every day. It has been mxstake;l 4 ers started
e use - A arm
landscape plant until recent years Wh'elll] feIvtvis an eco friendly
its cultivation on a large scale Comglerfzn? of the brooms are
roduct because the shru e magic abou
Ll:sed as fuel and fodder after the I.larav;fltt-rg; : deﬁg; ent soil
. . stain in ied
this plang is that it can even su ion can be carrie
in hifl slopes. Therefore broom grasscf’;znvz?:lllosoil erosion and
. i dertoc hich
out d forests in or ) h crops whic
to s:slt:ffr;iil management. It is one of scl:;t Apzrt from
8ives Mmaximum revenue with mlmmusn: of broom grass is
Producing domestic soft brooms, the use o |

eXtensive.
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: i tassels or corn. It
Table No.1 oy Produce a purple flower r}iseglb\l:r:f taO get mature and
Uses of Broom Grass (Thysanoleana Maxima) hardly requires a month for the o the farmers, the
Authors Usage thereafter can be harvested. According to iod of plucking
- — & in bronchitis, quality of the broom stick depends upon the per l‘;] ° elr’s are of
Rai, 2003 Mf&dlCl{]e-roots used in bron and so s the price. Too much matured !)room oW enerally
' \M’ﬂs\— - the least quality and do not fetd.l much pncel.1 fﬁrﬁef 8
Mahato & Chaudhury, 2005 Athelmintic, antj- microbial Segregate their produce accordingly and sell them.
Jana & Chauhan, 2000 Flatulence ] Table No.2 iod and price
. . H n
Maity et al,, 2000 Flowers in rheumatic pain and skin Different Quality of Brooms, its harvesting period and p
1li fetched A
swelling _ —Teiched
Khisaetal oo ————oting : : e
Khisa et al,, 1999 Weed suppressor ] W Plucking/ (oﬁf,zrage PerKG)
. X_ 1. 3 <
Bhuchar, 2008 Support stake for trailing crops. Harvesting Period Above Rs 60
reedpens 1* Grade Within January TR
Ramm Botanicals, 2009 Land scape ang ornamental 2 Grade Last week January- >
Purposes 2" week February ~
Bisht & Ahlawat, 1998 Mulching ang roofing materials 3 Grade After 2" week of February | Below Rs. 20
Stjumps, 2002 Wrapper for steamed foods Source:Freld Intorview
' substrate for cultivation of oyster ) h less, starts during the first
mushroom Pfoduction of brooms even 'thoug ducti’on starts from the 2
W . - , mes Year of plantation itself. Major pro ble for 3-4 years and
S 51):35 lm.lat(fIes ox tC argl"al Cosni,J Year of plantation and r emains almQStds:ie matured stems are
\J\\_cora < cXtenders . Will starg to decline. During this perio
Kaushiy & Kumar, 2014: Broom Grass- The wonder plant at glance;
JARI, Oct, 2914

. Bisht and
O be cleared so as to enable the new buds come up

p & N cope with wat (19 i m grass
mo d lawat (1 98)* has made a study on the yield of broom g
I T38s can cope wit almost a]] types of soil an
refer fy]) Sunligh

ing the 3-
found that maximum production takes place during
; ‘ t even tho ugh they tolerate shade. The Year of plantation as follows. Trear | Fyear
Pllar}lltatlon Process starts with clearing off the jungles adopting [ 1# year 2" year ;3)"275 s
, ; lazlisn tzgg:l'ln:jt metl};od generally during the month of January- %x‘ tussock 13-25 | 54-78
1S done seed : . > omeSs: ~——__ “Wmsp
! | Plantatjon s Usua ) eds or by ProPagating the rhizo
i

AvVH Y [156 |238 |326 310
V. Hej tussock (m .
bly eight of tusso
during the month . §rainy season preferably ———ctolt

1.15
1.13 1.23
Av 1 (m)] 0.95
s generally adOl_’t wce of length 541 |89 104 |92
cultivation. Thi V-Dry matter production : i
lently. Op jtg ity, broo™ tons/h,
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Social mechanjsm, ic
Chojnick; & Czyz (2004) conclude that, socio-econom
development is made y of

d
P of processes Caused by exo an .
endogenoyg factors whicy, determines the course and directhc
of the develOPment. They haye also noteq that socio-economi

.

Processes.

Pointek, (2010) Observeg t
Number of }j

Py —-—

: ; d of broom grass and
highlighted the ever [nereasing der.nanand marketing of the
therefore, the cultivation, processing f Meghalaya,

TOOom grass are economically viable in the state o s is a

The stfdy further observes that broom grass ia;'g;': ggrass
Possible means for rural develf) pment b; ﬁlzzr but in turn
cultivation requires minimum ll}Put: i’;s
Senerates very attractive econOm:S: rceullltival.tion on the socio
The impact of broom gra as been
econo:';cl::lfects on the people of Arunachal i;ijets}]:a]tl broom
“arried out by Bhuyan (2014). The stu(;l}’ rc(:epof people on forest
8rass cultivation has reduced the dependen
in the state of ArunachizI f)) ; ;;l:;l:éy on “Effect of Plant Desnsity
Lapasam & Tiwari’s (2 axima (Robx) Kuntze
on ECOIIIJomic Retur n fr om Thysja.[:lo:?aengi?lls M:é}()a]aya, India”

. : n »

Toom Grass) Plantation in Jai ) 3333 plants/ha
Suggest that Plzlntation raised at the cll{ensll;.};l();.S haPI)Der year.
8ave the highest net present value of s.3 3 plants/ha (1 Sxa 0
The Study recommended the density of 3333 p
"Pacing) for optimum economic return. als that no study has

Survey on the relevant literature reve the socio-economic
SO far beex); carried out in order to Stfldi;mri and Chinthong
o lopment of broom stick fan:i]‘eis'gtl of Assam. This study
. stri
locks of est Karbi Anglong di ) a of knowledge
wil] ther(;fo‘:; shed light on this particular are

: t literature.
and bridge the gap that exists in the presen

Significance_ of study

most widely
Toom grass has emerged as one of the
m

i i Anglong. Locally
Cultivateq cash crops in the hill district of Karbi Anglong

. onl
Doy, “Arphek” (in local Karbi dialect) and commonly
n as “Arp

i j fallow by the
k"°Wn as “phool jharu” is grown in the jhum fa

. its
s mixed crop for
arbj, Tj d Khasi communities as
» Tiwa an

are
ing brooms. Brooms
il1ﬂorescences that are used for ﬁ];l;zgery day. Therefore the
equireq in each and every house
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demand for brooms is obviously high. The plantation process is
quite easy and requires considerably less financial inputs. In the
current scenario, where unemployment js booming everywhere,
coupled with degrading land form broopm stick can be one of the
avenues for generating income especially in a backward and hilly
district like West Karbj Anglong. The erstwhile undivided Karbi
Anglong happens to be the largest producer of brooms in India®
catering to billions of household nationally and internationally.
Brooms produced in West Karbi Anglong are

African countries by Mumbai based Silpa Export with the support
from Kolkata based mj

servants and majority of the people depend for their livelihood
on agriculture. Moreover, majority of the land comprises of hilly
terrains, there exists very less land meant for paddy cultivation
Which forces the people there to be dependent on forest. Hence
most of the people in recent years have taken up broom cultivation

as .their Source of livelihood, Most of the produce is sold in the
nelghbouring state Meghalaya.

This study therefo

'€isan attempt to understand as to what
extent broom farmip i

1. To study about the broom farming in A'xm.ri and
Chinthong blocks of West Karbi Anglong District
- 2. To study about the socio-economic .development of
farmers engaged in broom stick farming.
Research Methodolo
This slz'tlldt;lis descgi);)tive and quantitative in nature. The two
Selected blocks i.e. Amri and Chinthong development block§
are considered to be the least developed blocks in West .Karbl
Anglong District. To fulfil the objectives of the study, primary
data haye been used. A sample of 60 farmers w'hose culuvimon
Area is more than 1 hectare is selected by adopting convenience

- Sampling method. A well structured schedule has been prepared

and an interview has been conducted with each farmer.
Findings 2 d Discussion
Thgre :re various driving forces which rflake farmfr - tt?ut:l:; .
up broom grass cultivation as their occupation. Keepﬁn gfarmers
View Table No.1 below shows the different reasonsb‘;’ Zhe main
take up this occupation. As evident .from the ta theeireaming.
Teason for undertaking broom farming is to enhach'e Following
I of the farmers (100%) responded to t lsl; the drivin

®hhancement of income, unemp loymenthappen;z) Zs ondf:nt§
orce in undertaking this occupation. At total o ” ;tsIZSS 33%)
Le. 66.66% r. esponded to this. Another 35 resgon de ende.nt on

© not have paddy for cultivation of crops an ?lr € s 1(925%) have

'00m farming for their livelihood. 15 reip o;_lar:: land.

€N up this occupation as they have surplus

Py -—-—"

TableNol ing
ing Broom farm
Reasons for adopting
Reaseo ¢ Frequency Percentage
sons 35 28.33

Non availability of paddy fields 60 100

Oenhance income 15 25
Isjllrplus farm land 40 s

Nemployment
——Tployr EXONA || 61




Table No.2
Type of Farming

Type of farming Frequency Percentage

Household Activity 60 100

Under SHG/N GO 0 0

Under Government Project 0 | 0

Table No. 2 Provides the type of farming undertaken by

the farmers, A Seen from the tab)e all the farming i.e. 100% is
undertaken b

nt from the table no, 3 below, majority
own land. None of the

A

o the farmers as to what farming do Fhey do alongo‘;’;:: :l;:
broom during the first year of cultivation. The re;lp ooty
shown in table no, 4 below. As evident f.rom the ta ae[ i Jwith
Of the farmers j.e. 56.66%, prefer to cultivate pad{in (:: u_lgtivate
broom, 5% of the respondents say that they excll?s;lv;r);om they
Toom, another 13.33 % responded that along wit ndents i.e.
Cultivate black sesame and similarly anOt,her 8 respo‘,vhereas 1
13.33% of them cultivate ginger along with broogén
Tespondent cultivates turmeric as a mixed plantation.

Table No.4 .
Types of mixed farming undeftaken during
first year of plantation

Types of mixed farming undertaken| Frequency | Percentage
O?I)y\xmm > 51,:.66
Broom ang Paddy > 13.33
Broom and Black sesame % 1.66
Toom apd turmeric ol 13.33
Broom ang ginger ®

. . om broom
To “rudy the economic benefits dgrtl(:’fl'ndef';spondents.
far Ming various questions have beef‘ as(l;ein Table No. 5 below.
. ordingly, the responses are depicte ondents (90%) could
ajority of the respondents i.e. 54 resp il, TV, fridge, etc. 40
Ousehold assets like furniture, uten:n’d their children to
resPOndents, i.e. 66.66% of them COuj.d ° ities. Another 32
Schools, college and even l.lmver; house out of the
l‘espondents, i.e. 53.33% have buﬂthowls farmers, i.e. 25%
roceeds from broom farming. Al’l.ot ;g% of the farmers say
ould buY vehicles and 21 farmers, 1.e.h care. From the table
°* they haye invested on their healt farming has made the
discussion jt is evident that, broom

" : t on
ositive impac
Mers economically stronger and has a p
t

¢ SOciety.

EXONA || 63




Table No.5
Major Benefits derived from broom fa_rming

Benefits derived Frequency | Percentage
Build House 32 53.33

Buy household assets 54 90
(Furnitures, utensils, TV, Fridges, etc.)

Buy Vehicles 15 25
Investment op healthcare 21\ 35 ]
Children education 40 66.66 |

who save money that they get from broom stick sales. As evident,

majority of the farmers, 40 a1 together, i.e. 66.67% do keep

their noney as savings for future, However, 20 farmers, i.e-

33.33% do not keep their savings,

Table No.6
Whether farmers make

any savings and

Frequency | Percentage
Kﬁ _——_’/

33.33

100 |

Py -

the past and present economic condi.tions. Underit?:ccilcllli ;11;1;
Problems in production and marketing challenge oA
farmers can be other avenues where further resear. e
Carried out. There is a further need to evalu.ate th::nltmgpr -
large scale cultivation of broom grass on enwr:;l?; m;intain X
level water depletion and soil cons‘ervatlon so

balance without having a negative impact.

Condlusion . is an
A society cannot develop until and unliessz;i}i:r; a;sand
€Conomic independence and this phenometr;?n and noted the
Not pew, Midgley (1994) has observedd lfmomicactivities-
relationship between social developmentan becom farming has
his study observes and concludes that ronomic aspects of
fought tremendous change in the soao-g\(;e'St Karbi Anglong
the farmers jn Amriand Chinthong Blockso for themselves, buy
Istrict. Broom farmers could build house d(:-en education and
Vehicles, invest on their health care anq chil e of a few farmers.
€Y could save some surplus amoun’ in as f the broom stick
This indicates that, the .standa;d of Living of |

ers has also been raised.

F 0otn, . s, nt and Its
1 Ch(:,tj;si.cld Z., 2010: Socio Economic GIZEV"-II:II:]S:“ 29 (2),
Anxiological Aspects, Q“aes;onsespozmﬁm, 2010, pp. 7-17.
"Ad ickiewicz University Press, Tozi¥ . DOI 10.2478/
ISBaIirngz;flscggcz-zws-s. ISSN 0137-477X
v -010-0010-9. cial work.
: F:i(t):]? ((;})(())4(;0 éocio-economic developmental so

A project
In UNESCO Encyclopedia of Life Su}:fP?g SYSteISnC&0- lgOLSS.
ON'sustainable world development. Oxford: UNE

Ho Social Report, 2010 , SFRI Technical
4 Bis}rxltgllifgi Zliiawat,%-R (1998), Broom Grass

titute, Itanagar
Bulletin No.6. State Forest Bef:fCS}:VI:: ping the Hillside.
: The Hindu; ~
Konwar, R.R, 2013 EXONA || 65
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https://www.thehindu.com/fea
hill-side/article4840601 .ece

https://www.telegraphindia.com/north-east/hamren-brOOm'
sweeps-away-all-competition/cid/1 429099

tures/magazine/sweeping-the-
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Impact of Strategic Management
on Competitive Advantage of
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises With Special Reference
to Tinsukia District of Assam

Ankit Sen

Abstract:

1 at
The ability to predict future deman.d 158 g:::ﬁ;}gl a
nesses work towards irrespective of their s'lzei o 2 cruceal
Vourabe Competitive stance for firm’s outpflt 1ls 2 Sm ortance
goa] fbusinesses. These two goals are of partIC‘;1 aralctgized by
 \erprises operating in an environment ¢ a;;;,1 innovative
changes, shortened lead-times, and exPOl}'e? competitive
ties. Building upon previous research into

usj

] itative stud
: dvantage, this paper reports the findings of a qualitative study

i i ed, created
at !Nvestigated how competitive advantage is assess

rk hasbeen
Maintained in small enterprises. The'rese.ard.l r"l ssam This
ied oyt by taking samples in Tinsukia District,

. importance
¥ 1s undertaken which helps to underline the lIgpunits to
Of v s . : help the MSM .
iy, 10Us determinants which may h ffective competitive
‘mp Tove Competitiveness by implementing € ded research on
°8les. This study is a result of exterlt to measure firm
Petitiveness and provides an instrumen
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ability to be competitive, CEQs, managers and policy makers

ment will be able to use this to
oning and identify key problem
nts. To carry out this study, the

€ sample size as 90. This was
done by keeping the confidence Jeve] 5t 85%, with a margin of
error of 4%.The samples hay

e been selected on the basis of
simple random technique of Probability sampling. Majority of
the firms evalyate Specific elements at their firm for customer
satisfaction and Profitability,

Keywords:

evaluate their competitive positi

2re attributed g, variety of factors including cost
distribut{onr:;fxlog’kth.e ality of product offerings, the
service. Com petit I (’1 1ntellec.tual Property and custome
COmpanyand ; vea Vantage js 5 set of unique features of 2
Pany and jtg prod € perceived by the target market

as signif Q Uucts that gy,
Dilicant ang g, erior to » . on
behind brang loyal p the COmpetition, It s the reas

: one ct of
service over another. Therey Prefers one produ

- are t : es of
COmpetitive adVantages that com .hree different typ

X Panies can actually use. They
a .
Trlfecs(:)sv:;‘f::so:; t‘l::/servme dlfferentiation» and nicheystrategies'
. .
OWn ag ¢ tencies:
c N Ore compe

advantore c;m;?ete‘nc.les Imply thay the Organizaticfn has aB
3ge that is distjnct and unjqy, 0 that partjcular firm-

€ Organizatiop usually has a brapg O patent which separate’
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it from the competition. For example, Pepsi is a l.cno‘?lr?1 1l')or ancll
and recognized as one of the top cola companies. 18
Medja and conversation, society has participated in .the ongoing
batt]e between Coca Cola and Pepsi. There are certain at;nbuctle:
for each Product, which is why each product has develope
O¥al customer base, L

Y Micha:ll Porter, a graduate of Harvard I'vaermlt;y, ‘;;::stsee:
book in 1985 which identified three strategies ‘hatd the ninth
€an use to tackle competition. This book was lr:ametur. Thoce
Most influential management book (?f the 20 hc(;ger Ziley are
Pproaches can be applied to all businesses w S orom b
Product-based or service-based. He called -th?(fe'fefeitiation,
8enerijc Strategies. They include cost leadershl(lia,t 1im A
and focyg. These strategies have been cn::ate TC;,eSeP;trategies
8aina competitive advantage over compet lto.rfj.vantage and the
€an alsg pe recognized as the comParanve\a

lfferential advantage.

identity; the
%ﬁtenﬁdes are part of the corporate identity; they

iti . The
fofm the foundation of corporate competblitlli‘t,;?: :lsevelop
comPetitiveness of a company is based on th.e afor example, a
“Ore COmpetencies. A core compete.ncgc:ss’ustain leadership
Fpeciah'zed knowledge, technique, or skill. nies should seek to
" chosen core competency area, €0 mlljmae core products like
Aimize their competency faCt_ors o t alues, distinctive
1108 important in positioning ltsl V(visibuity), unique,
(differentiated), superior, communicable achieves this goal,
Mordable, ang profitable. When a Companz market. Prahalad
%7OWS it to shape the evolution of an en
and Hameg] (1990). del for managing corporate reputatiotn
e i model for t corporate
ang imagzpsfrg:;aaln d Balmer (1998) proposes that corporate

tation the
i . L . e, and repu
fdentlt » Communication, imag

ing competitive
llndamental components of the process of creating

orate
i ity through corp
"antage. Corporate identity
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communication creates corporate image and reputation, with
an end result of competitive advantage. Corporate identity is
the reality of an organization. It refers to the distinct
characteristics or core competencies of the organization. It is
the mental picture of the company held by its audiences.
Corporate communication refers to, ai] the official and informal
communication sources, through a variety of media, by which
the company outsources jts identity to its audiences or
stakeholders. Corporate communication is the bridge between
corporate identity and corporate image or reputation.

The business environment and scenario has changed

considerably with the opening out of the economies.

Development of business activities, competition and markets
on worldwide basis is generally referred to as globalization. In
€conomic terms, globalization is referred to as the increasing
interdependence between national economies and mafk‘?ts
(Stonehouse et al, 2004). Globalization brings both opportunities

and challenges; it liberates and constrains; it creates the largest

markets ever known and allows the potential players to be
smaller than ever (Kourdi, 2003). .
In any multi-product manufacturing scenario, profitabili
on a long-term basis is a function of product mix. Moreover
existing demand and/or capacity do not always coincide with of

guarantee maximum profitability. Comprehensive analysis of.

currentas well as foreseeable business scenarios, balanced against
capacity, capability, Plus investment, can help manufacturers
optimize their product mix, Prioritize their sales / marketing
efforts to minimize risk and maximize profitability on a long”
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The magnitude of a firm's competitive advantage is the
difference between the perceived value created and the cqsts to
Produce the good or service compared to its direct competlto.rs.
If the €conomic value created is greater than tha.t of its
COmpetitors, the firm has a competitive advantage; 1f .it is eq}lal
tothe competitors, the firms are said to have competmve’pa.n.ty;
and if it lower than its rival firms, the firm has a competitive
d.isadvantage (Rothaermel, 2008). o

he essence of strategy is choosing to perform activities
differently than rivals do. Strategic competition can be thought
Ofas the Process of perceiving new positions that woo customers
from established positions or draw new customers lfltG g‘e
Market, Strategic positions can be based on customers n:i:;: Ctss,
CUstomers’ accessibility, or the varieties of a company sl-lpr:l)1 -
OFServices. A firm's probability of success depends w e T
Usiness strengths not only match the key success I:ctlll"llreerlcl) iy
Or °Perating in the target market, but also exceed thos
colnpetitors (Dash & Das, 2010). . for long-

The role of limitability of competitive advant:'vlgesof strong

™M growth prospects of businesses.ijhe .adQPt{Oﬁs business
rand image and technological innovation 1n vario e e
PfocessCs for the sources of competitive advanta%e, AN
1gher levels of sustainability of such sources 0 cc:n };ﬁwrs.
van.tage due to their difficulty being imitated by comp
( e and Kurtz, 2013). ergence of new
he change in customer needs and emerg advantage.
Stomer needs as potential sources of competltw.eal e
Although, this idea seems appropriate in theoret::;n 123 f;om
Ot justify this opinion by mentioning relevant g’)‘ i nges in
I‘Eal~life business world. (Loudon et al., 2010). et to
oy TAment ¢ egulations are mentioned by as an‘OPfe entities.
Jain Competitive advantage by certain priva

. of certain
Peciﬁcauy’ introduction of tariffs for the lmpt(l)lrlrs providing
odyetg in order to support local manufacturers,
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cost advantages to local manufacturers to compete with foreign
multinational corporations. (Ginter,2013).The growth of
MSME's was increased from year by year with an average
number of registered units in MSME sector. They identified
small scale sector problems ag relating to man power, lack of
credit assistance, organized marketing, inadequate
infrastructure, competition, poor Planning, managerial skills,
transportation facilities, lack of power, lack of warehousing
facilities, lack of information etc {Sangita G.Patil &
P.T.Chaudhari, 2014). The Suggestion that firms must
implement dynamic and innovative strategies does not take into

establish or sustain competitive
advantage in the marketplace (Abd Aziz and Samad, 2016).
Theoretica] Framework - Resource-Based Theory

The theory upon which this hstudy hinges upon is the
resource-based theory of the firm which combines concepts
from Organizationa] €conomics and strategic management
(Barney, 1991). In this theory, the competitive advantage and
superior performance of AN organization is explained by the
distinctiveness of its capabilities (Johnson, Scholes an'd
Whittington, 2008). The Tesource-based view (RBV) as a basis

for the competitive advantage of 5 firm lies primarily in the
appli_cation of a bund ]

résources at the firm’s disposal (Wernerfelt, 1984; Rumelt,
Penrose, ] 959; Wernerfelt

Perfectly imitable noyr substitutabl®
without great effort (Barney, 1991). A resource-based view 0f 2
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Plains its ability to deliver sustainable competitive
Vantage when resources are managed such that their outcomes
cannot be imitated by competitors, which ultimately creates a
Competitive barrjer (Mahoney and Pandian 1992). RBV explains
that a firms sustainable competitive advantage is reached by virtue
ofunique resources being rare, valuable, inimitable, non-tradable,
and non-substitutable, as well as firm specific. (Barney 1999)
Literature Review »
Ansoff ( 1984) states that strategic mapagerpent is “a
Systematic approach to a major and incref1§1ngly xmportalx:t
r esPOnsibility of general management to position f:lnd rela.te the
M to its environment in a way that will assure its contlr.n.led
Uccess and make it secure from surprises” In this defimtlc?n
€ emphasis is on the environment-organisatior? relationship
o the purpose of achieving the objective of contm‘ued tlil:cces]:
and r ©Maining protected from environmental surprises ourglt
®adoption of 5 systematic approach to general man:gznz;hé
Shal’plin (1985) defines strategic managemer} aout "
ation and implementation of plans and carrying

s

Ivitj ’ ital, pervasive or
ACtivitjes relating to the matters which are of vital, p

Contjp

€nco
pbla

. . » . . all-
Uing importance to the total organisation aTl;l;sxisd a;:s 1L
Mpassing view of strategic management an canisation.
118 and activities which are important for an org

8 . t
arrison and St. John (1998) define strategic managemen
ag «

a

by

icati learn
€ Process through which organisations anal);ze 21512‘ ieamn
their internal and external environments,

i to hel
strategic direction, create strategies that are intended p

' ategies, all in an
elfhleVe established goals, and execute these strateg

Tt to satisfy key organizational stakeholder tso.mer needsand
oudon etal. (2010) propose changesin cus tial sources of
“T8ence of new customer needs as poten

iti is idea seems appropriate in
¢ Mpetitive advantage. Although, this idea

PSS I
Coretjcy) level, Loudon et al. (2010) do not justify this opini

i iness world.
®Ntioning relevant examples from real-life busin
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Boone and Kurtz (2013) discuss the role of limitability of
competitive advantages for long-term growth prospects of
businesses. Boone and Kurtz (2013) propose that low-order
competitive advantages such as cost advantage can be imitated
by competitors with access to cheaper resources. Boone and
Kurtz (2013) recommend the adoption of strong brand image
and technological innovation in varioys business processes for
the sources of competitive advantage, because of higher levels
of sustainability of such sources of competitive advantage due
to their difficulty being imitated by competitors.

Changes in government regulations are mentioned by
Ginter (2013) as Opportunity to gain competitive advantage by
ities. Specifically, Ginter (2013) refers to

implementing training and development

research and development facilities, meeting consultants et
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Objectives of the Study

The study was conducted in one of the urban areas of
~vorth-East India viz. Tinsukia, Assam. The study is empirical
N nature and jt has been conducted in order to know how far
the €ntrepreneurs are able to produce good quality products
and face intense competition in the market keeping in view
the COmpetitive environment. For this, the objectives of the

eSearch Work are as follows: -
L To develop a conceptual framework for systematic
Measurement of firm’s competitiveness in the said
area of the study..
To analyze the overall surface areas of firms operating
in various micro, small and medium enterprises.

Methodology of the study

“Search design, study area and sampling
This Study is based on descriptive research design to artalyse
“rious determinants which may help the MSME umss to
Mproye COmpetitiveness by implementing effective competitive
X “ategies, o carry out this study, the researchers decided to
take the sample size as 90. This was done by keeping the
Conﬁdence level at 85%, with a margin of error of 4%. The
mpleg have been selected on the basis of simple random
:amph'ng technique of probability sampling. Simple rantlcm
; ﬂlnPIing is defined as a sampling technique where every item
I the Population has an even chance and likelihood of b‘emg
et in the sample. Here the selection of items entltely
;i:pends on luck or probability, and therefore this sa}xlnphgf
'I‘hc Mque js also sometimes known as a methodlof cda;c; m
bof Materja]s required for the study has been ‘col e_ct::l i
Cop. Dimary and secondary sources. Keeping in mf”;_ e
D‘nStraimSa data from each and every person 0 mn e
l_n;S Lict would have made the process of analys:g athe
erpretation quite a complex task. As such for the study
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sample size of 90 individuals was approached on the basis of
simple random sampling technique and relevant information
was gathered from them. The individuals are the entrepreneurs
who are having their own retail outlet or enterprises in the
said area of the study. _
Research instruments, data collection and analysis
This study is based on the primary method of data collection
where qualitative data are analysed. The researchers took to the
use of a schedule in order to collect primary data directly related
to the concerned area of the study. They have also made use of
secondary sources of data collection such as e-books, e-journals
and various websites to fulfil the requirements of this research
work. The study depends mainly on the primary data collected

* through a structured interview schedule, The secondary data are

collected from journals, magazines, publications, reports, books,
websites, research papers, periodicals, articles; etc.The data are
analyzed with the help of tables and interpreted as to the data
trends and implicated to existing studies.
Results and Discussion

The Primary data collected from the consumers are
analysed to obtain the results concerning the objectives of the
study. Appropriate tables and graphs are used to depict the said
objectives in a Proper manner. To carry out the research, the
researcher has selected Tinsukia District as the said area. FOY
the purpose of the study entrepreneurs from Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises of Tinsukia District have been selected-
Since the size of the sample for the study is taken as 90 so, the
data analysis and interpretation hag been done taking int®
account the selected sample sjze. Capabilities represent abilities
that enable firms to build competitive advantage and ‘as @
consequence transform strategy from theory into practic®
(Barney, 2001).Scholars have ¢xamined different strateg!®
orientations and how they relate to competitive advantage a1
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€ventually firm performance (Muathe, 2002). Salavou and
Halikias (2009) observed that it is not the strategies that firms
Pursue that directly lead to superior performance but the resultant
“Ompetitive advantage that arises from such strategies. Previous
Studies have focused on the entire set of new or modified
Products and processes adopted by a firm and its competitors.

1 argument may be made of an even stronger relationship

®tween innovations that are industry firsts (true innovations)
and the emergence of performance (Spring et al., 2017).

Table 1. Generic business strategy
Reasons No. of Respondents | Percentage (%)

Standardized products 40 =

Sgeciﬁc Mmarket-niches 15 -

| Broag Mmarket area 10 ”

leferentiéted products 25 =

\Tot - 100
al 90

Table | showcases that most of the entrepreneu.rs are
®aling with standarised products in their enterprise to
St.r ategise and capture a huge share in the market. Hdwsoever,
lfferentiated products along with specific market .mches are
one of the reasons of generic business stategy. Alsd, in or;ler tg
irvive in this competitive environment capturing a broa

I . .
Arket area is too a business strategy.

) ’s complaints
Table 3, Responsiveness to customer's comp

% Percentage (%)

No. of Respondents E

Mod% 11 ’
Hj 27

1gh 24 1
Very High 55 6
Lol %0 100,




another threat for their busine
material quality as a critjca]
infrastructure costs and tec

Based on the Table 2 above, it shows that 61%
high response to customer’s complaints, 27%
response to complaints, and 129
customer’s complaints. Being quic
is a good factor to increase comp

have a very
have a high
have a moderate response to
kand responsive to customer

etitive advantage. Customer’s
complaints must be immediately addressed.

Table 3. Critical threats to the business

Reasons No. of Respondents|Percentage (%)
Bureaucratic rules and 27 30
regulations

Inconsistent raw material 14 16
quality

Political and economic 33 37
uncertainties
Infrastructure costs 08 3
Technical qualification 08 —t
Total 90 100 |

Table 3 highlights that 379 of the respondents finds political
and economic uncertainties as the major critical threat to the
firm which tends to be matter of concern in today’s environment.
30% of them considers bureaucratic ruleg and regulations

$5,16% considers inconsistent raw
threat and remaining considered a$
hnical qualification,

Table 4. Improving ability about information system

Choices Ws Percentage_—(_'%j‘
Fair 20 2|
High 60 e
| Very High 10 S
| Total | 0] 100
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From the above table it can be interpreted that there is an
roved ability on information system. There are 60 or 67%
Perceived jtsg ability highly improved. There were 20 or 22% of
the feSpondents’ ability fairly improved and 10 or 11% of the
fespondents’ ability improved so high. The existence of
technology brought forth a good information system. Optimum
Usage and improved ability in information system will lead to a
Positjye impact to MSME’s performance.

T

imp

able 5. Evaluating specific elements at the firm

W No. of Respondents | Percentage (%)
Customer satisfaction 45 >0
Returp on Investment 10 =
Profitability | 20 -
Revenye growth 10 -

Ost reduction > °
TOI:Q] A 90 AL

From the above table it can be interpreted that out of the
"“SPondents 45 evaluate elements at their- firm based 01}
Stomey satisfaction to a greatest extent possible. Also, ZtO If;
them ®Valuate elements as profitability, 10 of them_ on rIe Ltlhe
inVesnnent and the remaining 5 on cost reduct.lon. n i
PFEsent day competitive environment customer satisfaction i
8lvey Utmogt importance to earn profitability in long run.

Table 6. Employees Motivation in their Work
M

0,
Oiceg No. of Respondents | Percentage (%)
Fajy v 20
\f/iigh ‘ 75 54
Ty High, 23 26
e M I NE
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Table 6 shows that employees are motivated in their work.
23 or 26% of the respondents give a very high motivation to
their employees. 49 or 54% of the respondents highly motivate
their employees, and the remaining 18 or 20 % of the
respondents fairly motivate thejr employees. A motivated
employee will work hard to help the company in increasing
profitability; thus, will have an impact to MSME’s performance
to the greatest extent possible.

Limitations of The Study

This study was limited to the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in Tinsukia District

only 90 where it does not fully represent
Tinsukia. The respondents might have
the options provided to them, Hence, t
their part. The sample size does not ensure conclusjve findings.
It is recommended to expand more on samples and scope of
research for accuracy and quality of data.
Conclusion and Recommendation

This study sought to gain an understanding of ho.w
competitive advantage js assessed, created and maintained_ n
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. While competitive
advantage has beep debated extensively in the literature, most
theories and models have been derived from the experiences of
large firms. As such, they are not wholly appropriate for smaller
firmsandan understandjng of the decisions that owner-managers
of MSMEs make in relation to competitive advantage was sought'
In order to achieve this, Previous research into competitive
wasreviewed and synthesized into a conceptual mo('iel '
The conceptual model indicated four key components pertaining
to competitive advantage: the Competitor identification process’
sources of advantage, and positions of advantage and performanc¢
outcomes. However, the findings regarding the owner-manage’®
perceptions of the sources, positions and outcomes of competitive

and the samples were
all the population in

been confused about
here may be biases on
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Antage represent a divergence from the conceptual
amework, The empirical insights were incorporated into the
Original mode ip order to provide a descriptive model, Specially
the findings indicate that the owner-managers of the bakery
Shops tend to regard only a few firms as true competitors and
this identification process is based mainly upon their own
Perceptions of these firms (supply-based approach) as opposed
O customer perceptions of these firms (demand-based
Pproach), Thus, the influence and driving force of owner-
Managers j apparent in this ‘world view’ The findings regarding
COmpetijtqp identification largely support the conceptual
fMework, Thjg study reveals that Team work, Work culture,
eéldershjp and compensation impact the engagement l_evel of
“Mployeeg, Employee engagement invokes passion for their work
AMong the employees and drives them to meet and even exceed
CIr eXpectations, Engaging employees is necessary to ma.k_e th‘em
fall in line with the mission, goals and values of the organization
also to faciljtate in settling issues and concerns betwgen the
employer and the employee. Our future work will examine the
Probap)e relationships between Innovation dimensions and
$ performance and how it affects its perfor Ipancle. fj)ur
ings haye implications for owners and managers mv(;) v ; 122
o maHUfacturing sector, in line with results 'reportfi 11;1 ,
eratyre T, most important result of our study is fhe signiticatl
Ositjye effect of strategic innovation on SMEs ‘CODEPHethg
Yantage, i Jine with a series of high profile studies (Li });atnif
Uma, 54 14; Lynn and Kalay, 2015). This resu'lt sho;l\r:1 Otloaies
tr}rllanufacturing SME:s invest in obtaining innovatIOItl.ttife osigo g
i °Y can achieve better performance an.d a compelcl ‘jlfanp ol
afl the Market, This finding is in line with those o : uged ot
C;)l ¢ ]Qershi, Abas and Mokhtar (2019.1) -)' MThgoim%mll tools
anglpanies that seek to be proactive in acqumnifli margins and
Copn.. Man skills will gain market share, pr

Petitiye advantages.

and
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The organizational structure must be able to withstand the
risk of imitation, which make the internal resources highly

valuable for an organization. The entrepreneurs should be able
to differentiate the offerings with the goal of cre
value for the users they serve. The infrastructu
reduced to minimum so as to avoid threats
hamper the business activities of the firm.

ating tremendous
re costs should be
which may likely
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Factors influencing participation of
Youth in Community
Development Activities

Nilakhi Baruah
Nazreen Parveen Alj
Abstract
The youth is the dynamic and robust element for
devel

opment and transformation in a modern society.
Community development literatures recognize the role of youth
in implementing flecessary improvements in the existing
scenario of a cOmmunity in a dynamic environment through
their revolutionary attitude and skilful knowledge. Further,

and management skills along with potential
employability of youth gets brushed up in the process of active

participation in cOmmunity development activities. The present
study is an effort to identify the fa

Os through Structured questionnaires following

Square test and

been employed
for analysis using SPSS. Participation in activities of NGOS
individual efforts to help others and emotion
friends and peer groups of individual plays a p
their degree of participation in communj

al nature, famllY»
aramount role ”;
ty developmen
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Ctivitjeg, Also, age ot ind
Ve their role o play in th
Nowledge op communi
Mited time 44 dispos
Participatiop, of youth in
KeYWOrds:
Commy
management
IntrOduction

ividual and their level of education
is regard. However lack of adequate
ty development activities as well as
al are some major hindrances to
developmental activities.

nity Development, Youth, NGOs, leadership,

Community Development is a process where community
o come together to take collective action and generz‘xte
Solutions to common problems (United Nations). Commun_:ry
{E?VEIOPment is a continuous process demanding SUpen'(t)r

adership and planning efforts in all spheres. Commun.l y
u e\ftel-op Mmentefforts seek to improve capacity build.ing, brus}l::l]eg
'I‘E *Hillsang knowledge of individuals and communityasaw t
ar | Jouthiis the dynamic and robust element for .develop;nzlr

N tranSformatiOn in a modern society. There is a nee

o he
r()?“ners OfCOmmunity development activities to understand t
6o

toy VOI Youth and the factors inﬂuenciflg them to coizfgl;;\;?gj
Co um?rypafticl'pation in commumrydevelopn.]edis e
Teg L,m.lty development activities may be an Imevglumary
ot anSlblhty of the government but at the same tm;zations o
“ven ' Profit o ganizations, Non gover_nment orga: et
tegy e(iLIcational institutions are playlr-lg an ac};lv Oﬂl  ntepl
“Om o In fact such development activities have bec
‘Onents of the education system. ——
({t“’t‘lnpem €y elements or ingredients for success
ent dare: - :
1 An eXisting dissatisfaction that t{lings in lelflﬁ;esjlf;s
“Cenario are not up to the mark. The clc;fnnmg e
O changes with the dynamic ever-chang

. t‘
ical environmen
€Conomijca, political and technological e
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There is always need tq
continuous scope of jm
1.2. An enthusiasm and ¢

adapt to changes and hence a
pProvement,

“Ommunity development activities is an essential element for
olistic development of both the youth and the_ community.
O inspire the youth for same and ensure theuj max.lmum
Oluntary Participation, it becomes essential to identify the

dCtors inﬂuencing participation of youth in community
€velopment activities.

1.3. Creative exercises, braj

1.4. The acceptance of collectiv
-and willingness to partici
suggested innovative jdeag
Mmanner under a decep

democratic environment,
‘L.5. A shared leadershj

pate and accept the best
and skills in an unbiased
tralized and informal

suggestions along with appreciation,

L6. Willingness to accept risk to reap benefits of

Opportunities
Continuous effort to see
Supporters such
Statement of the proble

1.7. k collaboration of external

as government, NGOQs.
m

Thus it can be obser

e decision making efforts

CView of Literature nit
outh development cannot be separated from community
hange! (gl ,2005). _
ersona] c}):aracteristics of youth such as age, gender, manta%
§ and educational level; sensitization and nadvocacyl,
Omic factors such as unemployment and s:oc10—culturae
ACtorg such as Jejsure, gender related dut_ies ar_ld peer prisz?:y
ave ap impact on their participation in comm
devclopment Projects”. (Ogot. 2010) f community
Outh of society are the important eleme.:nts 0 ij PR
de\/elopmem as they provide selfless services and dy unity
leaders ip. However lack of knowledge about con-n-nation
: eVelopment activities hinder their enthusiasm for particip
" such Activities (Iyuchukwu et al, 2015) ity development
shy Clive Participation of youth in C(,)mmumg elopmental
Ube AN integra] principle of designing such v i essary
S fammeg as youth bring in the position to ggldedréj;andsq‘
(YO i iCations in plans with changing community
Usyf Mechanic, 2014) , th demands their
Act SuStajnable development of today’s E lementation of
¢ < par ticipation in decision making and imp etal, 2013)
Unity development activities?. (Lawrenceortur,lities for
Pergg,o 15 A<quisition, personal growth, opp ted to youth
th rsonali deve10pment is some ben_efits impar t activities.
Edrou Participation in community dev,emprzznevelopment
Op e tion institutions, community councils an king initiative
8an; Ations shall extend their efforts towards taking

Staty
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for youth participation in communjt
(Matsela, 2015)

hus pave a way for gainful
employment” (The African Youth Report, 201 1)

Sharing of ideas and opinions among youth is itseg
responsible in influencing each other 45 potential leaders an

community development activitjes Is a scope for youth to
interact® (Christens and Dolan, 2010)

Objectives of the Study

L. To assess how demographic characteristics of YOl{th
influence their degire to participate in community

development activities

To assess how demographic characteristics of youth

influence their actyg] participation in community
development activities

3. To establish how com
influence theijr p
development activitie

Passionate factors of individuals

oy . it
articipation in community
5

4, To identify other factors responsible for }fouth
Participation jp community development activities.
Hypothesis of the Study
Hypothesis 1: There 18 N0 significant association between
demographic variables of youth and their
Participation ip community development
activities
Hypothesis 2: There IS 1O sj

i _— en
gnificant association betwe
demographic varia

desire to
developmen

Hypothesis 3: There js o Significant association betwee

compassionate factqys and participation 11
Community Developmenta] activities

bles of youth and their

s . it
Participate in community
tactivitjes
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voimadio
y development activities®.

Methodolo
1. Sample

The study is based on primary data collected through
Structyred que

stionnaires designed over Google forms whxchl:\;e(r} ;‘
Mailed tq nearly 2000 respondents residing over the' Caff;P e
© Centra] Universities of Assam namely Tezpur Umver;lzlents
S$am University. Responses were received from 1?70 resgrawd o
Utout of thege only 1500 respondents could be .mco(rillzd et
the Study owing to incomplete responses by the discar
¢ Sampling Technique ithin the state.
¢ sample con:'sts of only young people Wlt};;encttild from
To ave a better definition of youth, data was co ing in mind
> esPOIldents born in 80s and 90s only. Further keelljll:flcgtecl from
Meet the Criteria of our research, data.was-’ (}:10 Secondary
Only ¢ 08€ who have at Jeast completed their ngb elrl sampling
(with A chosen stream of education). Snowba

que is used for selecting the respondents.
“Tucture of the questionnaire orating questions
¢ qQuestionnaire is designed by incorp dents, education,
oo ing iy demographic profile of the resp © their feelings and
Occupation, association with social activities,
attltud

4 € towardg societal development etc

" "00ls apg Techniques for analysis loved to test the three
by, - CaIS0R’s Chj Square test has been employ e further singled
OYp()t ®Ses as stated above. The Hypotheses Wer sociation of the
. Ut jp, 0 Numeroyg gyk hypotheses to test the aIS; By comunh
desl;) “Ctive Variables with participation Ofy?jUtercentage charts
aevel Pment actiyities. Simple frequency and p& or restricting
Yre ~50 useq to study the other factors mSplrmtg activities.
;m Parti cipation in community developmen

h Sig .00 hetween

of Results ionificant association D€ i
demo YPothesis 1; There 15 100 Ergnk ld their participation
Cop 8raphjc variables of YOUt_h Al
deveIOpment activities

8y of Research

€chpj

Umty
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Table 7.1. Table showing results of Hypothesis 1

age of th
be Signij

ducation are seen to

Icantly associated with the degree of participation
g the paramount role played by these variables in youth

Pation in communi

€ respondents and their level of e
HYpOthesis 2

£

indicatip,
Particj

ty development activities

and their desire to participate

There is no significant association between
vities

Phic variables of youth

uni

ogra
I comm

dem

ty development acti
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status, level and stream of education and
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The hypothesis testing for examining the association of
desire of the youth to participate in community development
activities with their demographic characteristics is done using
the chi square test for each demographic characteristic ( gender,
age, marital status, level and stream of education and
employment status) separately as sub hypotheses. It is observed
in table 7.2. that stream of education and their level of
education are significantly associated with their desire to
participate in community development activities indicating
the significant role played by the level and stream of education
in inspiring the youth to participate in community
development activities

Hypothesis 3: There is no significant association between
compassionate factors and participation in Community
Developmental activities

Table 7.3. Table showing results of Hypothesis 3
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participation in community

There is no significant association between the

desire for rural upliftment and their partici

in community development activities

emotional nature of respondents their participation
in community development activities

There is no significant association between
There is no significant association between

There is no significant association between d
individual efforts of respondents to hel

to help people and
and their participation in communi

in community development activi
development activities

There is no significant association between
participation in NGO activities and

development activities

HO
HM

)|

:C)

Source: Primary Data

Hypothes7 Hypothesis Statement

/

:Cc
I
— iation of
. - ~ing the association
Co The hypothesis testing for examining

; i ticipation
in . **Sionate factors in youth individuals wnhups?rrlg the chi
COmmunit development activities is done us hel

y develop (desire to help:

Squ
oy i ctor
paI‘ti fe test for each compassionate fa

“Pation i NGOs, individual efforts tO‘h€l

P, emotional
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nature and desire for socja] y
hypotheses. It is observed int
people, participation in NGOs,
and emotional nature significa
of participation in community

pliftment) separately as sub
able 7.3. That desjre to help
individual efforts to help others
ntly associated with their degree

development activities.

mily members in participation of
activities

Figure 7.4- Showing percenta
members in particj
activities.

Community development-

ge of Role of parents and family
pation of Community development

Percentage
80 S
60 4
410 -
20 e B8

m Percentage :
10

|

Agree Heutral

Disagree

Source: Primary Da_télm - 7.

Fig 7.4 shows that about 70
pbarents and family Playan inflye

in community development act;
denied this,

% of respondents agreed _t'hat
ntialrole in their participation
vities. Only 10% of respondents

7.5.Role of friends and Peersin participation of Community
development activitjes

Figure 7.5- Showing percentage of Role of friends and peers
in participation of Commlmity development activities.

|

Percentage |

100 ~——u 333 ——— NEA ' !
|

N - - w7 mpercese |
0 4 ) S e o [ _— "

Agree Heutral o

Disagree

Source: Primary data

94 || @

Fig, 7.5 shows that 77% % of respondents agref‘:d t.hat
nds and peers play an influential role in their participation

COmrnunity development activities. Only about 11% of
Pondents denied this.

7.6 Reasons

frie
in
reg

for wanting to participate in community
Velopment activities

Figure
o Participa

7.6- Showing percentage of Reason for wanting
te in community development activities.

Percentage
B Empathy
m Research/educational projects

M Socializing

W For leadership qualities

® Improve management skills

m Other

. 1 ima

. The above (Fig 7.6.) shows that empathetic nature 13':11!321::; 1?:
c: : °Minant reason for inspiring the youth to P; lglc?l)lis the r‘
Neg,q Nty development activities (58%). FOHOW-e IY rojects ’
(;ed or Socialization (19.3%), research/educitlonad Prai oo
e 3% » desire tg improve management shlls (6%) a%efﬁnd the
yoaders ip traits (4%) also played their role as reason_svmes

; uth ¢, Participate in community development acti i

. 1C1 i m
de: €asons for not to participate 1n com

¢ “Pment activities ons for not to
i . reas

partic_gllre ¥ ik Showing percentage

. ; ctivities
'Pate in community development a

S w Valid Percentage
2.4

o 142
Dol\-}. s - e e ——
get Portuniyy Lack of time Notin

I'ca. :
© Py Imary data



Fig. 7.7. Shows that lack of adequate opportunities in hand
is a major drawback which hinders youth participation in
community development activities (63.5%). Further lack of time
(22.4%) also limits participation of youth. However only 14.2%
youth respondents are observed not at all to be interested in
community development activities.

mPercentage

Source: Primary data

7.8. No. of Respondents ever participating in community

development activities
Figure 7.8.- Showing percentage No. of Respondents ever

participating in community development activities

Majority of the youth respondents (78.7%), more than
three fourths agreed to have taken part in community
development activities. (Fig. 7.8)
7.9. Participation under whose Initiative

Figure 7.9.- Showing percentage participation under
whose Initiative

60 + SSRECTEE I

40 +—
@ Valid Percentagé

Source: Primary data
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20 b S
| W 4.2
0 4 “ T - (=== -
Self Educational NGO Emplayment
institute e —

PartiI:iIO:tt ((;])f' the responfients(64.4%) near about 65% have

initiatjl:;e e f in c'ommumfy dev'elopment activities under the

— t0 their edtllc‘atlonal institute. 17.8% respondents

Y56 0 _ha?ve partchpated‘ under self initiative e=whereas

responngtlmpatefi .under initiative o‘f NGQS. Only 5%

employmm, HtS. pa.rt1c1pated under the imitative of their
ént institute.(table 7.9)

Fmdi“gs and discussion
L4 major portion of youth population (nearly 80 percent
of youth respondents) takes part in community
5 deVeloprnent activities.

- Education institutions play the most dominant role in
Providing the right exposure to youth to participate in
COmmunity development activities. This is through the
Various course, assignments and research projects
Including assessment activities in youth's curriculum.
17.8% respondents reported to have participated under
self initiative whereas 13.6% participated under
Initiative of N GOs. Only 5% respondents participated

3 under the inititive of their employment institute. .

© Ageofthe youth individuals and the level of educatxop
theY have completed play a significant role in their
Actual participation in community development

4 aCtivitjeg, _

+ Further the Jevel of education completed including the
A€ or stream of education also playsa significantr (.)le
' the desire of youths to participate in community

5 de"’elopr-nent activities

Sympathetic and compassionate factors su;h as
Participation in activities of NGOs, individual efforts

% help others and emotional nature of ind‘iv.idufll pl‘fll)l’
% Paramount role in their degree of part1c1];)at1(;)rliie
COmmUnity development activities. However the des
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to work for rural upliftment does not necessarily
inspire the youth to participate in community
development activities.

6. Parents, family, friends and peer groups influence and
inspire youth to a great extent to participate in
community development activities
Empathetic nature is a primary and dominant reason
for inspiring the youth to participate in community
development activities Followed by this the need for
socialization, desire to meet people of similar domain
(nature), research/ educational projects also encourage

youth members to go for community development

activities.

7. Lack of adequate Opportunities or non awareness about
the various community development projects seeking
the participation from young generation is a major
drawback which hinders youth participation in
community development activities. Further lack of time
with the busy youth engrossed in their education, jobs
or other activities also limit participation of youth in
developmental activities, Only a few less than 15% of
youth are observed not at all to be interested in

community development activities.
Conclusion

The youth in a dynamic environment is an indispensible
element of development activities in any sphere. Also acti\fe
participation of youth in development activities ensures their
personality development through continuous interaction with
each other. The present study is an effort to identify the factors
influencing participation of generation Y in community based
development activities. Participation in activities of NGOS%
individual efforts to help others and emotional nature ©
individual play a paramount role in their degree of participati.(I)rl
in community development activities. Further parents, famil
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friends and
age of indivj
Play in ¢p
COmmypj
diSPOSal a
in develo

Stat,

Pmental activitjes.
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Perception of Students Towards
Online Education System:

A Study on Tinsukia District

Rijumani Kalita
Bhaskar Saikia

Abstract

E-learning has become massively in recent years as
technology has been integrated into education and training. The
use of computers and the internet form a major component of
e-learning. With the rapid progress in technological
advancement in learning systems, it is now embraced by the
masses. During the COVID-19 pandemic situation all over the
world, academic institutions are promptly shifting all
educational activities to e-learning format as this the only way

left. This paper attempts to analyse the students’ perception of

the online mode of education in Tinsukia district of Assam. For
the purpose of carryin

8 out the study, both primary and
secondary data have be

€N used. The study projects that the
students of Tinsukia district are using the various platform for

online classes and they found the system is much flexible and
cost effective.

Keywords:
E-learning, Technological advancement, internet, education
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’pﬁrce thls C

IntI‘Oduction
Educatio
ACquisitiop 0
‘stl’ategi
Irect angj
Conteyt. Th

N is the method of facilitating learning or the
f data, knowledge, skills and values. Educational
 embrace storytelling, discussion, teaching, coaching and
ysis. Education takes place both in formal or informal
€ teaching methodology is named as pedagogy.
i V\G.th the development of the Internet, many colleges a.nd
0 ;:’ersujes have provided online guides as a feasible alternative
anq ?ndard face-to-face instruction. Howeve.r, great concetrlr]xs
eXceuSSues have evolved, especially because it pertains to t t;
ara ®Nce of onlipe schooling. Online schoolm.g, in step wi
clistasnn (19_89)', is a brand new area of learning that.‘rinlx::
Utiljg; ¢ training with the exercise of face-to-face guidan
Ing laptOP‘mediated verbal exchange. . .

delivernline training is a kind of instructional prac;nce t:a: (;;
thejy hed thmugh the internet to students through the usag

CBree, <, COMPputer systems. During the last decade, (-mhfl;:
an ®es ang Courses have emerged as a famous opportunity
t tenSiVe

& onls. _ variety of non-conventional students. Most of th;
the ) CMline degree packages and guides are pres.en.ted -tl.u'o:lgle
Inain()Sf Schog], Although there are diffused dis.mmllar(;::::;ion
Poteny ;. crence between online and conve'ntlonall efrom ion
“ame ¢ that the online training liberates the people o

pla“nil(: trappings of on-campus ‘degree P'mi;:];e;ming
contin § the Schedule around instructions. In spite

u i e s il early stage of
®Velo Il:egntto grow very quickly, it is still in the rsyof online
g

in - Consequently, developers and deh‘cllerets perceive
Te 8 Mmore understanding of how studen erception

;!1 d attéclj 1© elements of e-learning (since su:g:gl; Zlong with’

leow to ap © 1 critical to motivation ini,}:jévely to enhance

Qt‘ling (Kpo Y these approaches moi

In Ohang & Durante, 2003).

Ontext, an attempt has been I{ladf:
5 of the students of Tinsukia Distric

ta examine the
t regarding the
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online education system, then identify the frequently used mode
of online education and finally to identify the constraints faced
by the students.

Review of Literature

Fhe following literature regarding online education system
is reviewed for the study: )

o Reddy et. al. (2001) conducted a study on students’
experience with the virtual campus. The objective of this
survey study was to analyze the attitude of the learners
towards resource-based learning and to critically
examine the utilization of the resources provided by the
university. They had suggested measures for improving
the effectiveness of resource-based learning. The
questionnaire was structured with both close and open-
ended questions. It was sent to the students of various
centers. The majority (68%) of them felt that they could
construct their own individual knowledge base; 60% of
them liked the flexibility in study routes; 46% improved
their study skills; 29% could think more; 28 % found it
interesting and stimulating; 42% enjoyed the
independence, and 29% liked the choice of reading-
However, 25% of the respondents answered in the
negative. They did want more guidance on what to do
and how to do it. The students also expressed that
pursuing courses through virtual campus is tiresome and
time-consuming.

Jamlan (2004)% has conducted a study on “Faculty
Opinions towards Introducing e-Learning at the
University of Bahrain”. The faculty opinions on €-
learning were assessed. A questionnaire was sent to 30
faculty members of the University’s College of Education
to determine their perception of e-learning. The study
also analyses how they might choose to integrate it into
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their everyday teaching activities. The data was collected
and analyzed using descriptive statistics. The study
lﬂdi.cates that faculty generally perceive e-learning as a
Positive force that helps the students’ to achieve their
leaming objectives.
Smart, K.L. and Cappel, ].]. (2006)* conducted a study
on the perception of students on the online education
SYstem. Several studies had suggested that online
¢ducation and the blended instruction of online and
traditional approaches can be as effective as traditional
classroom models. This study studies the students’
Perceptions of integrating online components in two
Undergraduate business courses. The results indicate
that Participants in an online course rated the online
Modules significantly better than those in a required
course. Overall participants in the elective course rated
the online modules marginally positive while those in
the p equired course rated them marginally negative. The
OUtcomes suggest that the instructors should be selective
" imegl’ating the online units into traditional,
lassr oom-delivered courses. This integration should be
carefully planned based on learner characteristics,
“Ourse content, and the learning context. The I.argest
ISsatisfaction factor reported among the participants
Was the time required to complete the online modules.
Cetinka}’a» L. (Nov 2017)® studies the effects of the use

of WhatsApp for education. This study explores t e
ess of using

°Pinions of students towards the process Of ! ted
by atsapp as a medium of education. The study lndlcfa et
at both learning environments have different effects

ape i t
Otl"] the success of students. The traditional F—'ﬂ‘{lro? mtixlle
i0 U8ing WhatsApp is found to be more ehieetl O{tive
NCrease in gyccess. The students developed Pos!

- ; : ses.
©Piniong towards the use of WhatsApp 111 their cour
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The study found that learning also takes place
unconsciously and the messages with images were more
effective for the learning process. The researchers
suggest that the use of WhatsApp in the education
process should be used as a supportive technology.
Necessary precautions should be taken to minimize the
drawbacks expressed by the students,

Need of the Study:

Online mode of teaching is very necessary in recent times.
It has seen a rapid instance in the education domain especially
from the time of COVID-19 pandemic situation in the world.
Students now have access to all the available courses from all
over the world at any time. Now a days, a number of educational
institutions are offering various online education. Thus, the
perception of the students is to be studied before offering the
most effective online education course to the students.

Scope of Study:

Amongall the districts of Assam, Tinsukia district has been
selected for the purpose of the study. The study is based on a
self-structured questionnaire to find out the students’ perception
towards the online education system.

Objectives of the Study:

The study has been undertaken in respect of the following
objectives:

i) To study the perception of the students regarding the

effectiveness of the online education system;

ii) To identify the different platform accessed by the

students; and
iii) To study the constraints faced by the students during

the online education system.

Research Methodology :
The following methodologies have been adopted to achieve

the research objectives:
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Nature of Data: The study by its nature has been
considered as descriptive.
Sampling technique: The respondents are selected by
adoptin g amethod of convenient sampling. The analysis
of the data hay heer made an the basie of responses
collected from the students with the help of a structured
questionnaire. 120 students were approached out of
which 84 responded. For the fundamental analysis,
Simple mathematical tools have been used.
Method of collection of data: The study has been
conducted with the help of both primary and secondary
data. The primary data have been collected from the
Students of various age groups of different CO.HegES'Of
Tinsukia digrict through a self-designed questionnaire
Consisting of 5 point Likert Scale. The secgndaf y data
have been collected from various books, literature; -
jour nals, articles, websites and the internet as well.
¢thods of Analysis: The collected data have been
tabulated and then analysed with the help of applying
Simple mathematical tools like pie-chart, percentaie,
table and the weighted average method to find out the
Perception level of the students regarding the advantaglfs
nd the constraints of the online education System.t{hz
Garret Ranking technique has been used to find ouIl e
‘opmos problems faced by the respondents as weThe
i determine the advantages Or beneflllts. s
TeSpondents are asked to give ranks for the gm ]e
"€asons. So, the order of reasons provided bY the}fa hsl
'espondents was transformed into ranks with the hep
Of the following formula:
CTcentp, sition = 100 (R ij'O-S)/IOO
ere,

" Rank g for the ith factor bY the
j 1ven for # dent.
Nﬁ = Number of factors ranked by j* responde
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Analysis and Interpretation

The responses of the students are analysed using various
methods like a simple mathematical formula like percentage,
pie-charts, figures, table and Weighted Average and Garrett
Ranking Method. The perception of the students regarding the
advantages and the constraints of the online education system
has been analysed using the Garrett Ranking Method. The
responses are analysed chronologically based on the objectives
of the study.
o Assessment of the demographic factor of the respondents

Table 1: Table showing the distribution of respondents
gender-wise

Gender | No of Respondents Percentage
Male 57 67.85
Female | 27 32.15
Others 0 0

Total 84 100

Source: Field Survey

Figure 1: Pie chart

showing the distribution of respondents
gender-wise

Gender
0

B Male

m Female

i Others

Source: Field Survey

In the table-1, it has been found that 57 respondents are

male whereas only 27 are female respondents. But, there are no
respondents under the column “others”
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No of Respondents | Percentage
7 8.33
70 83.34
7 8.33
S 84 100
OUrce: Rielq Survey
; Figure 2: )
¢ chart showing the distribution of respondents age-wise
D Age
m15-18
m19-22
m23-25
S() o ——
Urce, Field Survey

re
Of th i table-2, it has been found that 70 ra:espond(;::ti::slr Zm
the O:hage‘group 19-22 whereas only 7 respondents a
o A8e-groups j.e. 15-18 and 13-25.

T Table 3: .
e ShOWi“g the distribution of respondenme
% [ No of Respondents | Perccrite
— 1| 47
N 4 __1_7_-6——-—-—"""
Cradumies = 78095
M——’—_—“—:}j}_’_——

g M—Oj 100
Dm 84
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Figure 3: Pie chart showing the distribution of respondents
class-wise

Class
E1llth
m12th
& = Graduation
(oo vl M Masters
5 Professional CoursoJ
Source: Field Survey

Table-3 shows that 68 respondents are pursuing graduation
whereas 4 respondents are from the group of class 11% and 12
respectively. Among the 64 respondents, 8 respondents are
pursuing a Masters degree. And there are no respondents
pursuing professional courses.

e Identification of the frequently used platform of the online
education system
Table 4: Pie chart showing the distribution of respondents

based on the platform they had used for the online education
system

Platform used for online learning pracess

45— A1 it
40 Ay 37

35 —m——

15 - | BN [
i — Mode used for online learning
3 El —2 .pro;es‘s
. ———_
N .
%‘ Qﬂ‘\ Ly QQ ‘O?’ A
LR S IS
C\’b“' % N B\

Q} :
5 J

Source: Field Survey
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ItSErV ; tegetscompleted on time] IO' 18{ 24 ] 2011 16.87
the oo educational needs | 12| 11] 30| 23] 7 | 1673
teacht‘r &nn(]junication between the 487
Mmldﬂltiseffecrive 17| 19| 26 /15| 6 | 1487
studem I?'“-Inication among the

?he fle lsl-Sleffective 17| 23| 23]16] 4 __lifg—
’I{S bEnEﬁ ﬂlry Ofthe 0nlir1e mode b
he g , 15| 11| 32]19] 6 | 159

on
a ne
T?]d leaminmlethod of teaching ’ 5 16.93
to - Onling - COSt-effective 13| 14| 23] 21

Thcatt‘r to ?ethod €an be tailored

eduCi?j;he doye table, the various platforms for the online
(7) plat fg System are shown. Generally, these mentioned seven
Platforn, 'ms are used by the respondents. The most used
Platfy, 18 found to be Whatsapp. The second most used
M 18 Youtube, The least used platform is Webex.

. n€ntofthe perception of the respondents regardin
€ online educationpsyst fm P g g

T; ;
able 5. Table showing the distribution of respondents

biised[
S 0 per Ception regarding the online education system
tatemem

’ Scale of Perception  |Weighted
Average

tis a copvers [SD(1)[ D2)| N(3)[A(4)[SA(5)|
Onlipg ~—mient mode of learning| 12 13[ 232510 | 17.13

ne
/ 11}28 ZII 7J_,1.@L

teagh T
rne‘diumeac g is an Interesting
[ 23] 28]15] 2 | 1433

tiny,
OIVES :
It elpg More interaction

t .
Teq] Senss gain knowledge in the

€ Contens ;
i nt
in Online m(‘)Sdeeasy to understand)

18] 19/21] 9 15.87

Ontepy ;
The COurs Nt js €asy to I‘emember] 16, lsl 2112110 16.2

16
15
17 21)27 13] 5 | 1447
16,

16.2
e]‘-‘arj lffere“tﬂfreds gl 20/ 31[18] 6

e
T ﬂlqectl'\ze § Outcomeg achieved

. 22| 3
4 eragesea 12| 10} 36 2222
€
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From Table 5, it is observed that the least perceptual value
about the statement ‘It involves more interaction’ is 14.33 and the
highest perceptual value about the statement It is a convenient
mode of learning’ is codified as 17.13. Thus, it can be described
that the students have the perception that the online education
system isa convenient mode of learning. They are ready to adopt
the online platform for the learning process. On the other hand,
the students have the perceptual value for the fact that the online
education system provides more interactive sessions among the
students and also between the teachers and the students.

e Assessment of the perception of the respondents regarding
the constraints in the online education system
Table 6:
Table showing the distribution of respondents based on the
perception of the students regarding the constraints faced

Statements Scale of Perception Weighted

Average
SD(1)[D(2)|N(3)[A(4)[SA(5)

The online teaching mode is of

low quality 17) 16| 33 13| 4| 14.67

It involves little or no face to face

interaction 13| 20| 18| 23| 9] 16.27

The intense requirement for self- :

discipline. 11] 16| 20| 28] 8 17

The method has more time :

management skill 12] 15| 19| 32| 5 168

The teaching activity isasoloact | 10| 13 30| 28 2|  16.53
It involves too much time in front

—

of the computer screen 1) 14| 18| 27| 13| 17.78
It involves a possible lack of control 8 11| 27| 26| 11 18
Total Average Score 117.05

Source: Field Survey
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the r:::ble 6 shows that the lowest and the highest values .Of
reSpev:tptonses fesponded by the students are 14.67 and 18‘ in
the Shars 0 the s‘tatements codified as in B, and B, repre'ser,ltmg
‘ in‘lol\r;nems the online teaching mode is ofl.ow quality aE

l'Ilferrti‘d tﬁs Possible lack of control’ respectively. It can he
Qualj A the students don't support the statement that }tl e
OW qua; ¢ducation provided through the onlinePlatform :'[S
the g1, Y Compared to the offline mode of education. Ins;ea X
4 clegy f 'S are using the online platform more often t(:;[ ?}Ye
resp0nd ; erSt'anding of any topic. On the other hand,

* R ents think that the online mode lacks control.

ing of the adva.ntages of using an online education SYSt"i]m
vae "anking for the preferred factor is done to knowt't 1:
Shep 113ges where the students feel online mode of educatio
12[:]1 d convenjent.
S le 7. Ranking given by the sample respondents
No Factors

: dents
Rinks are given by Respon :
— 15t] 27°d 3rd mm 7;
Lowlb”‘ty In Schedyle [21] 23] 12 [21] 5] 5
28

1

2

gl 5[ o]
Mo Cost 18 21

: m

6 Updataphlc Flexibility 25| 12] | 2

Moo technical Sy 17 10 7]
< Groy — mm

it\"ﬂllﬁlbﬂ- P communication [17] 14 n

ty of efficient instructof 20| 22 mﬂ

Table 8: Percent position and Garrett ‘Gfalrt:tt Value
J-0.5)/Nj -

0| WU | b |

— |
(=]

—
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Table 9: Table showing the Calculation of Garret Value and Ranking

S1

1
2
4
3
6
7
5

Score

67.48

63.65
58.72
61.20

54.36

54.25

58.14

Total | Average| Rank

Ranks are given by Respondents

7lh
154| 5601

22| 5283
44| 4874
110| 5080

6ah

34

136 | 176| 4512

68 | 220| 4503

5|h

86| 34

41[‘1

3rd
684 {1050 | 387 [ 170

570 |1350 | 516 | 102

684 | 800

570 | 750 | 645

627 | 400 | 387 | 68 |242| 4826

2nd

IS!

1638 | 1518

2184|1188 [ 1197 | 400 | 258

1170 {1122
1716 | 1650

1326 | 660 | 1083 | 400 | 731

1326 | 924

1560 | 1452

Factors

Flexibility in Schedule

Low total cost

Updated technical Skills

No

1

2

3 | More comfortable learning
4 | Geographic Flexibility

5

6 | More Group communication

7 | Availability of efficient instructor

Source: Computed data

From Tabl

N ranked as
"Ported thy
COlll‘Se or Subje
edUCatiOn_ T

¢ 9, it was found that flexibility in schedule has

first with a mean score of 67.48. The respondents

exibility in the schedule of the correspondent

Ctis the topmost advantage of the online mode

an scop helow total cost has been ranked as second with

Oy € 01 63.65 by the respondents whereas more group
ation stood at last with a mean score of 54.25.

° .
UI:iZI;k:E § Oft!‘e problems that are faced by the respondents
An at: Online education system
the Studente o .has been made to know the problems faced by
S during the online mode of classes.
ble e Ranking given by the sample respondents
Factors Ranks are given by Respondents

[ 2 |39 | 4 5%

Adaptability struggle| 20 | 17 | 22 | 18 6
4a [ 23 | 8] 5] 3

18 | 23 | 18 |20 ¢4

27 | 24 | 16 | 4] 12

19 | 20 [ 29 | 10 >

Source: Field Survey

bl 11: Taple showing the Percent position and
Garrett Value




Table 12: Table showing the calculation of G

Ranking
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arret Value and

'¢ 12, it was found that technical issues have been
i at~1;~;1\;11“'] 4 mean score of 64.52 Thfa respondents
AN congtr, 1 Ical issues and internet related p.roblems are

ion by Dcelnls faced by them during online classes.
YV the resy en ranked as second with a mean score of
Bt with s, bondents whereas adaptability struggle stood at
F indjy, €an score of 54. 10,

8 of the Study

CCordine ¢ _
preSentegg to the objectives set for the study, major findings
cOHGCted based on the analysis and interpretation of the
aSSeSSn-len 42 drawn from the study through a process of
It Ad measurement,
Wa :
Sfound that the most used platform is Whatsapp-

€
*¢cond most used platform is Youtube. The least

u
2 ¢ platform is Webex.

t‘:tse?n Senfec.i that the least perceptual value abou(; tlile
1.ghesf Nt involves more interaction’ is 14.33 ?n .t :
Conye _Perceptual value about the statement It is
3; e Dlent mode of learning’ is 17.13.
respﬂzg ¢St and the highest values of the _respon:i:‘
©the g, ¢d by the students are 14.67 and 18 in resli' :
t Alements epresenting the statements the onlin

Cach;j _ :
lac 18 mode is of Jow quality’ and ‘Tt involves possible

4, It Contro)’ reSPeCtivel ;
rankaesdfolmd that ﬂexibi};ity in schedule h:; b;;IeI
respond AS first with a mean score_o 67. h-e(jule
Of the c €nts reported that flexibility in the Stc
dvay, _aorrespondent course or subject is the :

. 8¢ of the online mode of education: fud
°f'6 oot has been ranked as second with mean i
Co 11;65 _by the re5pondents whereas mor:a%’re ‘
54'25 {hication stood at last with a mean

meOSt
he low
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5. It was found that technical issues have been ranked as
first with a mean score of 64.52. The respondents
reported that technical issues and internet related
problems are the main constraints faced by them during
online classes. Distraction has been ranked as second
with a mean score of 56.93 by the respondents whereas
adaptability struggle stood at last with a mean score of
54.10.

Suggestions

The following suggestions can be made to change the
perception of the students of Tinsukia District regarding the
online education system.

1. The images and other multimedia elements such as
audio, video, animation, etc. should be used in the
online education module. The various applications like
WhatsApp, telegram is to be incorporated into the
education module. Their impacts are to be evaluated
and then updated as required.

2. Individual attention must be given to students with poor
performance.

3. The feedback is to be designed and distributed among
the teachers, the students and the parents to strengthen
the course design and course delivery.

4. The uncovered concrete issues that are important
our students are to be analyzed and developed.

5. More online activities, class activities, assignments’
online discussions, online quizzes and tests are t0 be
incorporated into the online module.

Conclusion

Education is the method of providing facilities of learning
or acquiring knowledge, skills and values. With the developme™
of the Internet, many educational institutions have proVide
online guides as a feasible alternative to standard face-to-fac®
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The Hijab Controversy:
An Analysis

Dr. Partha Protim Borthakur

Abstract:

In recent years, the wearing of the female Islamic dress
(generally referred to as the hijab), or any feature of this dress
such as the headscarf (khimar), face-vei] (nigab) and the head-
to-toeall enveloping garment (jilbab) has raised complex human
rights issues particularly in the context of women’s rights t0
freedom of religion and its manifestation, equality and non
discrimination, education and work. This article focuses on the
status of the hijab in Islam and selected recent cases concerning
the wearing of the Islamic dress in educational institutions. O
the basis of these, two conclusions are made. Firstly, to pr event
a person from making a choice to wear religious clothing (like
the hijab) in public or private schools or institutions, in the
absence of justification compatible with human rights law, may
impair the individual’s freedom to have or adopt a religion
Secondly, the general exclusion of women from schools or wor
on account of the Islamic dregs might lead to furthe’
discrimination against girls and women in education an
employment. A human rights perspective to the Islamic fif e.SS

should involve as a starting point respecting choices of individu?
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Muslim Women to w
Introduction:
Public deb

ear or not to wear the hijab.

Accom Ak a_nd dialogue about issu.es on Hijabas f:iil:‘l:es
ﬂccelergioc?atlonj Integration and social engagel’rlnie gl
afterpy, €d and intensified in Canada and el§ew el_t‘CS b
Premm: ath of 911, However, India’s post-colonial politi

- ised HUPon articulation of social and cultural differences

Or . i t
Socjrelpr “Sentation. Articulatin g differences produced contingen
a

S0ciq) Coalitions, falsely dubbed as ‘secular;, which in ;f’i‘e;fe L;l::
TnajOrgrouPS Separate and contradictions unresolved. i gl
anma:;lnseqtfence of such politics is the Shah Ban? i;d oo
Papereq ©0mi cases.! While social differences remal:sm,te e
Powe, ot by a permanent — PatrOﬂalgd fault lines
e be; termediaries that kept the system afloat. O ics. Hindu
S0cjeg ngr C-articulated with changing internz.al dynamls tc'olonial
Peri, ! “nderwent two fundamental shifts in th; Fl?e Mandal
re\rolutrregulating Hindu personal codes an ither of these
‘-‘hangeson. The Musim society rarely underwent elt surprising
theregy, 2t l€ast none that could be traced. It is n0 i called it,
leg to (:re that ‘politicisation of caste’ as Rajni Kotharl ¢
¢ decline of the Congress.> _ pok litical
“eliancttory tells us that overgand over that unscrmc‘l:a’lei;ath)f’
“’ithoth ;)n SUperficial categories of ‘tolerance ;?n g to prove
detrime eSO.IVmg inherent contradictions 15 §° hilosopher
I‘Ierb ta] jp, the }Ong run. German-American p

e ; liance on
Choice " MarC“Se makes a point about how llb_eraJ fz culture,
thlls i r.el-llforces the lOgiC of power, both social a'm of choice
;v “ke sSI Uising repressive hierarchies.’ The nar;f:;"ge forms ©
O¢; s ; rimising €x1 =
anqa] owg ¢ for resistance by legitimising between the Left
d eresting

ibey, - iS-PIECisEﬂy this decadent alliance
ce to legitimis

in

er itics. It is int
t :IS that has fructified Hindutva politic

: : hoi
Ctureg fe harping on the rhetoric of ¢ community:
Otsy Ordination within the Muslim
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In December, 2021, Udipi’s Kundapur PU College issued
circular banning students from wearing hijabs in classrooms,
claim ing it was to ensure uniform ity in classroom s This
decision led to uproar, with some students not being allowed
to enter classrooms by college staff and fellow students.
Similarly, students were stopped irom attending college for
wearing head-scarves instead of full-length hijabs. Escalating
the matter further, students from the other community started
wearing saffron scarves to college in protest against the hijab-
wearing Muslim students. Women-only protests were held in
several locations across the state, including Bengaluru, Mysuru,
Hassan, Kolar, Shahapur, Shivamogga and Udupi.

The row has also taken a political colour as the ruling BJP
stood strongly in support of uniform-related rules being
enforced by educational institutions, calling the headscarf, 2
religious symbol, while the opposition Congress has come out
in support of Muslim girls. The Government of Karnataka
passed an order stating that students of pre-university colleges
will have to mandatorily wear the uniform prescribed bY'the
college administrative board. In the absence of any prescription,
“clothes which disturb equality, integrity and public law an

order” couldn’t be worn.5 Muslim women held protest events
at different locations in Karnataka demanding the protection
of their constitutiona] rights, including religious freedom. After
a violent clash between police and students in Bengaluru, the
Government imposed section 144 in select districts. Several
Opposition parties, including Congress, Trinamool Congress
Left parties, RJD, NCP and the BSP, recently came for ward
supporting the Muslim female students’ demand.¢

While fault lines within Hindu society have been more 0F
less transformed, Muslim society remains under the impass€
of strong traditional authority, rigid family obligations and 2
distanced cultural elite. Rather than formulating the plight ©
Muslim women solely as a symptom of the Hindutva onslaughts
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lt Heeds to

Immghj); be formulated as a state of deprivation and. social
backyy, - that has kept the Muslim community educationally
sch001:rd'- [fthe reason for Muslim girls not being able to attex;ld
religiOUSWHhOUf. hijab is the social obligations enforced bylt e
Oexpa damhof 1ty and the family, it is the moral responsibi hlty
tmbeq ; fhe.SCope of choice of Muslim girls and not to further
. ‘M in traditional norms.
¢ Higp, Court Order:
tha stue Kamataka High Court on 15% March, 2022, orderec)i
Or uge , “1ts should not wear hijab, saffron shawls (bhagtwlfa
COHegesnY fehgious flags while attending classes in Ka;na ‘Zes
the Case " lc.h have a prescribed uniform, till the Court Heaes 3
The int Télatmg toban on hijab in certain govern'mentcc_) e}gﬁ t;;
Raj werlm. order wasg passed by a Bench of Chief IuStIC!? i
batch asthi ang Justices Krishna S Dixit and ]M Khazlsltnte
clailnio Pelitions file by Muslim girl students in the Szn
account hat they were not being allowed to enter Coll)legi i
Wearin of the 8overnment order which effectively ban
H‘)‘w ¢ O hijal (headscarves).
Ntroversy Started?

ap Ordt - fuary 5, 2022, the Karnataka Government P?:;g
K‘al'nat I exercising its powers under Section 133(2) o
IFecti\res fi

to issue
I UCation Act, 1983 which grants t!]e Statt)e follow:’
n 2013 oF 8Overnment educational institutions directive
Mk > Undey thi s te had issued a dir¢
Repi0g - $ provision, the Sta .o otjtutions.
efe Niformg compulsory for education ins

thy, . ting ¢ irective specifies
3 ]:a heqq ? the 2013 directive, the latest dire that wearing

thy, “dscy carfis nog part of the uniform. It states for Muslim$

it Zf S 0t an essential religious p racncﬁ (c))rder takes

th. . S€ in t Protecteq under the COHStitutio.n' Tceurts to hold

at ba'lni Tee cageq decided by different High Oentalfights'
'8 the headscarfis not violative of fundam

ve
b wevef, ha
feedopy, of religion.’ The petitioners -
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argued that the facts and circumstances of the three cases are
different and cannot be applied to the Karnataka case. This
means that the High Court will have to first decide whether
wearing a hijab is an essential religious practice. The educational
institution cited the government’s order requiring a prescribed
uniform to be worn by all students and hijab is not a part of the
uniform. One student Resham, approached the Karnataka High
Court to seek redress, three more students also joined in the
matter known as, Resham v State of Karnataka and Ors."

The controversy over headscarves was boiling for quite a
number of days and took a violent turn, forcing policemen t0
fire tear gas shells to disperse a crowd gathered at a government
college. Schools of neighbouring cities also had substantial police
presence. Students at a government-run high school were told
not to wear hijabs last month. Other educational institutions
soon followed it. Non-Muslim students are blaming Muslim
students for interrupting education by not conforming to
government orders. Muslim students are also suffering as they
consider the ban on hijab, disruptive of their freedom of
religion. Main thrust of the petitioners’ submissions being that
wearing a hijab is an essential religious practice of the petitioners
and that the government had no jurisdiction to impose orders
in restricting the use of hijab.!! They also asserted that when
they sought admission, they were wearing hijab and it was not
pointed out that they will have to do away with the hijab o7
being admitted.

[n dealing with the question of freedom of religiou$
practices, the Courts have dwelled on to find such practice’
essential to maintain the identity of a person to profess his/
her faith in the religion he or she practices and if not allowed:
whether it would result in the wrath of the injunctions of the
religious doctrine he or she professes. One of the salient featur
of the religious tenets is the moral obligations that one has te
carry in formulating his or her conduct, in obedience to the
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Cosénsgtns (‘)f {m” superior power in like manner his or her
0 jgatignab t‘: bCTCOHducive to become obedient to 'Fhe legal
Obligatiq, Or legal duty under the temporal law. This mqral
€thog, Ifthecal‘]!.]?t be allowgd to be interpolated by outside
A priegt th ,mh'g‘OUS tenets do not allow a woman to become
eCluality,to Cl State cannot import secular ethos _o_f gen'dc?r
oy i allow a woman to be appointed as a pI‘ICStn:Iflt is
Ollgy, - }le constitutional protection will become Y01d.and
Olice an 1€ Hon'ble Supreme Court in Commissioner of
anog} Others v, Acharya Jagadishwarananda Avadhuta
o ner held as follows: e
oy thit 1 meant by an essential part or practices of a religion
Can Matter for elucidation. Essential part of a religion
Arin ; core beliefs upon which a religion is founded
thoge pg' Of_h” ab is one such belief.? Essential practice means
belief r df:tlces that are fundamental to following ofa religlfnus
the Su' ) l\s Upon the cornerstone of essgﬁtial parts or prarftl.ces
Willpe n rbtrl_]cmr e of religion is built, without which, a rell.glo_n
%Ssepy tia Oreligiop. Test to determine whether a part or practice 1S
b lon tc-) the religion is - to find out whether the nature of
;Qkin Wil] be Changed without that part or praCtiCe. Ifj the
bundam:Way of that part or practice could result'm_;si
thalg 8l change in the character of that religion of 12!
Payy ]: n sych essential orintegral
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In Amna Bint Basheer v Central Board of Secondary
Education (2016), the Kerala High Court held that the practice
of wearing a hijab constitutes an essential religious practice
but did not quash the dress code prescribed by CBSE. In that
matter, the High Court opined:

“Thus the religious practice cannot be tested on the secular
thoughts or any other consideration outside the religious
authority. The personal law is not law within the meaning of
expression “law” under article 13(1) of the Constitution. Thus,
it is immune from the challenge based on constitutional
parameters (the State of Bombay v Narasu Appa Mai [A.LR
(39) 1952 Bombay 84].14 :

The enabling power of the State is limited to the areas
referred under Article 25(2) (a) & (b) of the constitution,
guaranteeing religious freedom. !5 However, nothing prevents
the States or the Courts from €Xamining the true nature of the
essential religious practice ad was held in W.P.(C).No.6813/
2016 that it is open for the State to regulate or make laws
consistent with the essentia] Practice of a religion. However,
while making a regulation or a law, the true import of the
essential practice shall not be supplanted by the state.

The Article 25(1) couches a negative liberty ensuring “free
from interference or obstacle” in practising the essential part
of a religion, €Xcept in situations as referred in the said
Article.

According to the political scientist, Thomas Hobbes “A
freeman is he, that in those things, which by his strength and
wit he is able to do, is not hindered to do what he has the will
to do” ( Leviathan Chapter 21 of the liberty of subjects) [saiah
Berlin says in his 1958 lecture, “Two Concepts of Liberty” refers

to negative liberty as follows: “Liberty in the negative sens€
involves an answer to the question: “‘What is the area withi?
which the subject, a person should be left to do or be what h¢
is able to do or be, without interference by other persons.”*’
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what freedom of religion meant, whick is perhaps one of the
more explicit expressions of the Court in its scepticism about
addressing the issue of religion.'

The Advocate General who argued on behalf of the State
in the High Court of Karnataka (in favour of the ban) said that
the Hijab was not an essential religious practice, which justified
the ban.”® This argument is problematic coming from a male
lawyer without quoting reliable sources and without engaging

with the opinions of feminist Muslim women on the issue. Several '

Muslim women have spoken up and commented that wearing
the Hijab is an integral part of their faith. The Supreme Court;
when developing the doctrine of essential religious practice, has
also stated that ‘in order for the practices in question to be treated
as a part of religion they must be regarded by the said religion a$
itsessential and integral part’ This implies the right of the religiou$
community to determine what constitutes an essential religious
practice, again raising the question of whether the Court or 2
legal argument by a lawyer can override that practice.

The State also argued that the Hijab does not fall under
religious freedom but under freedom of expression, which i
subject to institutional restraints. The reason given was that
because wearing a Hijab is an ‘option; it is not obligatory and
therefore not ‘essential’, which takes it out of the area O
‘essential religious practice’ Regardless of whether this wordplay
was intended to make a legal point (which it fails to do), it makes
anassumption by interpreting the tenets of Islam in a very SPeCiﬁC
manner for the sake of the argument. Finally, it is important t‘o
acknowledge that the question is not just of whether the Hijab 15
an essential religious practice but why it is being subject to s0
much moral and legal scrutiny, in effect restricting th®
participation of many Muslim women in educational institutions

Different reasons for Wearing a Hijab:
For many other women, the headscarf has become a mean®
of resistance to standards of feminine beauty that demand more
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overnment there claims to be secular. it can’t be denied that
various head dresses worn by Muslim women are a symbol of
identity and presence of Islam in European countries. At many
places, adherence to hijab has been a cause for controversy
and consideration for legal ban. Laws have been passed in
France and Belgium to ban face-covering clothing, popularly
described as the “burqa ban’, although it does not only apply to
the Afghan-model kind of Burqa. Reintroducing a controversial
measure from Afghanistan’s 1995-2001 Taliban rule, the
interim Taliban regime has issued a decree barring women from
leaving their homes without wearing the burqa, a garment that
covers them from head to toe.23

Most Muslims in Western Europe are immigrants and the
issue of Islamic dress is linked with issues of immigration and
recognition of Islam in Western Europe. There are currently
16 countries, out of 195 that have banned the burqa: Tunisid,
Austria, Denmark, France, Belgium, Tajakistan, Bulgaria,
Cameroon, Chod, Congo- Brazzaville, Gabon, Netherlands,
China (in Xinjiang region), Morocco, Shri Lanka and
Switzerland.

In the case of India, we are having rich history of cultural
and religious diversity and we believe in unity in diversity. Our
constitution also recognizes diversity. It is a huge country an
every region has its own food, language, clothing, cultural an
religious practices. No other country can match the
unimaginable wide compass of its unity in diversity. We have

to preserve it. Ours is a unique country and this marvel o}

diversity is our wealth, a social capital. We all are duty bound €
protect it. It is now that the western world is tasting diver sity
due to immigrant population, which they grant permission t9
come for humanitarian considerations or to overcome the}l’
guilt of having exploited their natural resources during thel
occupation before the Second World War. Some countries €€

manual labour, which their own population is reluctant t
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However, on the issue of a uniform prescribed by a school,
another Bench ruled differently in Fathima Tasneem v State of
Kerala (2018). A single Bench of the Kerala HC held that
collective rights of an institution would be given primacy over
individual rights of the petitioner.”

Conclusion: What is the Way Forward? ;

Religious sentiments should not prevail while taking
decisions on such matters but it should be based on the

combination of rationality and modern views. Educational
institutions should avoid the violation of the rights of individual
students in the name of their right to administer a school or
college. Our daily lives require us to live together with people
who look different from us, wear different clothing, and eat
different food, why should those differences be shut out from
educational spaces in particular.

The task of political parties is to occupy this hitherto
unnoticed space and re-articulate social, economic and politicﬂl
conditions of Muslim community to forge secular opposition-
Opposition groups must speak about spatial segregation as an
epidemic to the secular cause. They must speak of uplifting
Muslim society from the repressive hold of the traditiOlrlal
maulvis whose diktats are often sacrosanct. To speak of Muslim
women’ rights to attend schools or colleges without hijab 18
not to alienate Muslims but to open up spaces for dissolutio”
of religious differences. Therefore, taking recourse to legal”
constitutional methods of resolution is futile to my mind. 50
long as the Opposition relies on the logic of old order, it will
remain dormant. It will fail to erode Hindu social consent f0f
Muslim marginalisation. The task for it is to narrow intéf”
communal friction by integrating the discourse of secularis™
with gender justice across social groups. This will creaté a
window for reinvention of the Opposition.

Our Constitution guarantees to everyone an inviolate “zon¢
of freedom” in personal matters, as long as the effect of this
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Attitude of Assamese Intellectuals
towards Women’s Education in the
Nineteenth Century

Dr. Sanghamitra Sarma

Abstract:

The period of nineteenth century witnessed introductio”
of western education in Assam. However the idea of womens
education was neglected. It was with the coming of the Christial
missionaries the need of women’s education become realise
inan organised manner. The Christian missionaries establishe
various schools and also tried to enhance social position ©
women. However there were some people who opposed this-
Therefore two distinct groups of people emerged .One gl‘ou,p
had pro-women sentiment and they supported women*
education. On the other hand, the other group had anti-wome?
sentiment and they opposed womens education. The preseﬂt
research paper aims at studying the attitude of Assames®
intellectuals towards women’s education in Assam ESPeCiallY
in the nineteenth century. The present research paper will he'lp
one to understand the condition of women’s education *
Assam in the nineteenth century.

Keywords: ]
Western education, Assamese intellectuals, social posit1©
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ImrodllctiOn:

The colonization of Assam by the British in 1826 ledtoa
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201). Haliram Dhekial Phukan who supported the women’s
education wanted to make people conscious and therefor‘e
wrote number of letters to Bengali newspapers. At this
moment the American Baptist Missionaries played the role
of saviour for the Assamese women. They took some concrete
steps and set up a few elementary schools for girls. Though
steps were taken for the introduction of women education
some Assamese intellectuals were not in a mood to welcome
education for women. The period witnessed two distinct
groups in relation to introduction of women education. The
first group led by Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, Hemchandra
Barua and others were supporters of women’s education while
the second group led by Balinarayan Bora and others were
against.women’s education. The members from both groups
expressed their ideas through their writings in the periodicals
of that time.
Objectives:
The objectives of the paper are-
i) To highlight the introduction of education in colonial
Assam
i) To highlight the attitude of Assamese intellectuals
towards women’s education in Assam .
iii) To highlight the status of women especially 17
nineteenth century
Methodology:

In the present research Paper a proper scientific resear ch
methodology has been employed. Data found from the primaty
and secondary sources have been used in the ‘Discussion’ sectio?
of the paper. To collect the data, various books, journals an
research papers have been used. Data has been analysed ~t0
arrive at the ‘Conclusion’ In this research paper primar ily
analytical method has been used. However comparative metho
has also been used whenever necessary,
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Scope of the Paper:
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the number of private institutions for boys was ninety oné
whereas institutions for girls was nil (Barpujari, vol v 202).
Even a section of people who supported women’s education
did not like the idea of girls becoming doctors and lawyers .They
only advocated that girls should have taken knowledge of
reading and writing and a minimum knowledge of history and
geography (Barpujari,vol v 202) .This clearly points out that
the supporters of women’s education were also not free from
their age-old traditional and patriarchal mindset. They
advocated female education but were not interested to face the
females as equal with the male counterparts.

In the early nineteenth century, the wave of Bengal
renaissance swept over the Assamese society and influenced
the educated youth of that time to a large extent. According tO
Amalendu Guha, the wave of Bengal renaissance motivated them
to borrow new ideas of the west (Guha 206-218).The two most
important Assamese personalities of that time were Haliram
Dhekial Phukan and his brother Jajyaram. Haliram Dhekial
Phukan was the father of Anandaram Dhekial Phukan an
Jajyaram was his uncle, Both these two personalities were the
devoted supporters of women's education. Haliram Dhekial
Phukan wrote a letter to Samachar Darpan of Bengal in supp* '
of women’s education ip the first half of nineteenth century
(Guha 208). On the other hand, Jajyaram went to Calcutta t°
learn English education, In Calcutta he joined as an associal®
of Raja Rammohan Ray in his reform movement (Baru®
18).Influenced by the thoughts of his father and Uncl®
Anandaram Dhekial Phukap also went to Calcutta to have

educate the Assamese women and girls. He himself set af:
example by educating his wife and daughter Padmavati. But 2
that time also institutional education for females was not 5
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iy therefore Anandaram taught modern education to
;S "ife ang daughter in his home. Anandaram’s daughter
UPar:havati Proved herself as a writer who wrote Sudh;an:_;z;
Sadh'kyan (1884), an early novella in Assames:e, an e
Perj *a (1885). Her writings also got published 11'1'Ass;11 =
Ph Odicals Jjje Assam Bandhu, Jonaki and Banhi (Dhe
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Hemléharam Dhekial Phukan was He{nChE’m‘fﬁiSﬁz;ﬂ;
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1 kiay 1€ Stated “Jetialoike tirota bilakOkrsz:mbhavaﬂa
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Qmen *Teisng Possibility of welfare of the cou educationn§
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various Assamese periodicals. Thus they played the role of torch
bearers in nineteenth century for the spread of women’s
education in Assam. They raised their voice in support of
institutional women’s education in Assam. However there was
an anti-women group who did not support institutional
education for women. This group was not in favour of giving
equal right to the women with the male member of the society-
In the monthly paper Mou in 1886, Balinarayan Bora
contributed an article entitled “Tirutar Ban ki’ (“what ar€
womens duties?”). This article clearly expressed the anti-women
ideology of Balinarayan Bora. According to him, women should
not be given the opportunity to have modern institutional
education like the male members of the society (Bora 2). He
stated that education for women could be even more dangerous
for Assam than the Burmese invasions (Barpujari,vol vi 202)-
He further stated that “the Bhati Sabhyata” (“wester?
education”) gradually entered into Bengal and created a group
of women who engaged themselves in reading cheap popular
novels. The subject matter of these novels is mostly centre
round in love stories like western popular fiction. Balinaraya”
Bora wanted to control “The Bhati Sabhyata” which penetrate
into Assam very slowly. For this he advised specific WOT
structure to both men and women and prevented women fro™
doing manly professions like doctors and advocates (Bora ?) )
He advocated that household works like child birth, chil
pampering, discipline, hosting guest and weaving should be thi
prime works for Assamese women. He further stated that
weaving can make Assamese women economically independen
and will increase their patience (Bora 3). According .
Balinarayan Bora, after having the basic knowledge of languag
and arithmetic women need not have to study. They shO_Ul
concentrate in household duties (Bora 4).Thus the arti
clearly pointed out the biased and Patriarc.:hal n]indst?t Oéleto
part of Balinarayan Bora. Such a patriarchal attitt
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r Yan Bora is quite unexpected as he wasa civil engineer

::;‘a?ndc,n in 1877. Further, the monthly magazine, Assagz
Omepy (1885_.1886) also reflected similar attitude towszgee
hiksh idu‘(‘?atmn_ In an article “Ghainir Kartabya }’.&ru” :
atnesv};a ( works of wife and women’s education 31151);
shoylq far Mahanta also emphasised that Assamese wo i’
the S the ideals of Dharmasastras and should igno
inhlaww stern learning. He again advocated that daughtcelrts-
famy 1o POUE having formal education were much suited t0

Mily |; J
C“nc); life than thoge with formal education (Phukan 87 88)-
Usion;

he gy i ineteenth
“enty dlSCuSSIOH made above shows that the ni

Vo, r)i “_ritnESSed a social revolution especially rdate?htiz
fevg, 'S issues jke education, equality and freedom- e
Peﬁod‘ “Nwas the result of the foundation of the i Assamese
Ntelle, A entitleq Orunodoi in 1846. TWO groups.OfAssa'ssues
r"E’latti‘d U:’:ll SPlayed the dominant role while discuss%ng th(;e first
ir()u L Women especially the women's education. T
En—lc mj
equiilitya "2 Barua, were in favour of
d freedom. While the other group le issues. The
ertin S Atneswar Mahanta were opposed 0 iy 1I’sne middle
Mti-women’s education group rEHeC(;etr relations:
‘Il'ls kin fegarding women’s education an ger onservaﬁve
lrldset & Of attitude clearly reflects the narrow ¢

e
vourabl
r i e i me was fa

®Ir social circle. However the tl omen. The new

Moy | live Change in matters related tO Wh
Lessed several new though-ts. -
$0ciy “come sty onger than the anti-wo
; men:s a And intellectual environment e
Phy w Platfgazlne Ghar Jeuti emerged i 192 ¥ he secon
Sg Orm tq express the thoughts to Stali[y
a .
ovement for women's rights and equ

d by Balinaraya?

pxONA [[14

S ———

==

—

N




References:

1.

2

Barua, Gunabhiram. Anandaram Dhekial Phukanar Jiwan
Charitra,1971. i
Barua, Hemchandra. “Stri-Shiksha” Hemchandra Barud
Rachanawali. Ed. Jatindranath Goswami.Hemkosh
Prakashan, 1999.

Bora, Balinarayan. “Tirutar Ban ki” Mou. Ed. Satyendra
Nath Sarma. Assam Prakashan Parishad, 1980
Barpujari, H.K. The Comprehensive History of Assam-
Ed.Vol, .V. Publication Board of Assam, 2004

Barpujari, H.K. The Comprehensive History of Assam. Ed-
Vol. iv. Publication Board of Assam, 2004 -
Dhekial Phukan, Anandaram. Anandaram DhEki‘f
Phukan Rachana Sangrah. Ed. Nanda Talukdar. Lawyer
Book Stall, 1999

Guha, Amalendu . Medieval and Early Colonial Assam:
Saciety Polity Economy. South Asia Books, 1991

Phukan, Manjula. “The Educated Assamese Middle Class”
their attitude towards women” in Caste and Class Divisio"
in Social Formation of Assam. Ed. Ankur Khataniar an
Jyotiraj Pathak. Global Publishing House India, 2015

144 || @ger
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Objectification of Women
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( Peciq] Reference to TV, Music Videos and Movies)
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Some opinions of famous philosophers about women are
~ from Rousseau, “Women’s sharply distinct position and
functions are those that are natural to her own sex”, JS Mill
pointed out that “The great occupation of women should be
beautified life”. Thus, it is found that women in our society are
dominated, exploited and disadvantaged. Although, women
play a vital role in every sphere of social life, yet, their
participation is not recognised. In this regard, media specially
cable and satellite television, can play a vital role to create @
positive environment in our society. Because, amongst all the
popular means of communication, TV has the greatest mass
appeal and acceptance. TV has fascinated all the sections of
the society irrespective of sex, age, caste, etc. Hence, it is called
in the west as the “Chewing gum of eyes, millions of people of
all ages and belonging to different ethic groups’ glue to it”
Sharman (2009).

But in reality, it has been noticed that media particulafl}’
Television constantly degrades a woman’s value by projecting
negative images through serials, advertisements, etc. Women
are becoming objectified.

Objectives .

Keeping in mind, the role of media with special reference
to TV, movies, web series and music videos this paper attempts
to showcase the negative effect of the discriminating prOJ'CCtiOIl
of woman via the same and thus creating gender biasness an
adversely affecting the human rights of women and also to sho¥
concern about objectification of women and the misog)mistic
portrayal of women under the male gaze.

Methodology:
The methodology is based an the secondary data.

Films and Videos: :
Movies across the world, especially In

(Bollywood and Tollywood) tend to portray the femal

o5
dian movi€
e le?
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believe that an ideal woman is supposed to have flawless skin,
a zero-size figure and is excited about marriage. Even sanitary
pads deny to show the ugly side of menstruation and prefer to
show “blue blood”. On the other hand young boys and men are
conditioned to believe that women are flawless, and are mere
objects meant to be sexualised."

We can conclude by saying that “the process of
commodification in advertising brings out the paradoxical
nature of the women’s role as a consumer”, She is the subject of
a transaction in which her own commodification is ultimately
the object.

Music, Video and Women:

Music videos especially those in Bollywood tend to be
extremely sexist and thrive on objectification of women. These
songs feed of male gaze and set a sexist mindset amongst itS
many viewers. The majority of Bollywood movies include song$
that are categorised as ‘item songs. These songs have women
as central figures around whom the songs are choreogfaphed'
While these songs have nothing to do with the plot, they are
mass entertainers. These women are shown wearing skimpY
clothes with camera angles focusing on specific body parts, thu$
objectifying them. There are also many songs which encouragt
rape culture, sexual harassment, stalking and non-consenst*
relationships. It glorifies toxic masculinity and fuels the tox1©
male ego.To sum up women are seen as promotional vehicles an
their bodies and sexuality is used to draw people’s attention all
sell music videos. Examples of such songs are Genda Phool, Matt
tere agal bagal hu, Gandi Baat, munni badnam, nah goriye, etc.
Soap Operas and Women:

Soap operas are an integral part of Indian society. Thf;)’
are watched by majority of the contemporary masses. Howe"a
even in 2022 soap operas tend to be filled with patriaf® of
stereotypes. Female characters in soap operas are © .
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notion of gender, it constantly degrades women and send
negative messages about the ways in which women should be
treated thereby destroying human rights of women. However,
as the eye, ear and limbs of the society, media particularly TV
can play a crucial role to upgrade the society’s views towards
women. In this regard, we can give special commendation to
certain movies like ‘The great Indian Kitchen’ ‘Piku’ ‘Chak De
India’ ‘Queen’ etc for standing up for feminism and presenting
the calibre of women. Further, serials like “Jhansi Ki Rani”
‘Udaan’ ‘Main kuch bhi kar sakti hy’ should be given in the

women, masculinity, relationship and sexuality. Media should
provide fair and ful] coverage of women in politics, sports
business, health and education. Media should act as a pressure
group against these injustices, Thysg question arises:

“ When will media and entertainment sector give justice
to feminism?”

‘When will this misogynistic and patriarchal representatio?
of women stop?’

“What is the future of feminism in the media sector?”
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Krishna Chandra Bhattacharyya’s
Concept of Philosophy

Debananda Bhattacharyya
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According to him, philosophical thoughts are symbolic, it i
the expression of theoretic consciousness or thoughts. Anyway,
this paper humbly aims to analyze KCB’s concept of philosophy
and its relation to different philosophical concepts and his
method of rethinking of philosophy and philosophizing.
Key Words :

20" century philosophy, colonial times, epistemology, self,
subjectivity, Absolute, theoretic consciousness, philosophizing:

Introduction:
Krishna Chandra Bhattacharyya 1875-1949 (henceforth

KCB) was one of the prominent contemporary philosophers of

20" century philosophy who rebuilt the classical Indian
philosophy in the light of western philosophy to an extent. KCB
often claimed to be the most creative academic philosopher
writing in English during Indian colonial times. KCB’s ph_ilosophy
originated in the ancient Indjan philosophy —particularly of the
Advaita vedanta, Samkhya, Yoga and Jaina philosophy. He wa$
also influenced by the German philosophy —specially of Kant. It
is said that he confronted the so called classical concept ©
philosophy, so thus pioneered his own neo 1:>hiIos0PhiCa1
:thoughts. In the books like “The Concept of Philosophy (193 6)§
‘The Subject as Freedom (1923) and “Studies of Philosophy’
(Published posthumously in 1983) he contributed to the field ©
ph.ilosophy in general and also enlightened he fields ©
epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, aesthetic and politics an
culture. KCB in the philosophical arena addressed the proble™
ofknowledge of the self, consciousness, subjectivity and freedo™
of will of human beings and the very concept of Absolute in
modern Indian philosophy. He held that philosophy does nof
study facts or attributes of external objects, which are knowabl
Thus, for him, the contents of philosophy are not litt‘flfal.br
thinkable. According to him, philosophical thoughtsare syrllbohc’
it is the expression of theoretic consciousness or thoughts. On¢
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of thoughts are fact, self- subsistent, reality and truth.
According to KCB, science deals with fact, but only philosophy
deals with the other three. The distinction between the province
of science and metaphysics is fundamental in KCB’s thoughts,
and it has some similarity to logical positivism.

KCB described the grades of thought to be grades of
speaking; speakability to be the necessary character of
philosophic thought. Philosophy is such self-evident elaboration
of the self-evident which is spoken but not spoken of. In the
objective self-evident which is spoken, the objective attitude 1s
rete}’ined; in the subjective self-evident which is spoken as “1
am- means something that is subjectively enjoyed and
transcendental self-evident is spoken as the “the Absolute self -
. According to KCB, science deals with object or fact. What
is perceivable or has necessary reference to the perceivable, is
speakable in the form of a literal judgment. Fact is always a fact
related to facts. He said that knowledge of fact must be
expressible and produce information.But in actualit)’
philosophy, as KCB believed, is not concerned with facts. When
philosophy blunders into the domain of science, investigat€’
facts, fails to produce good philosophy, nor goocf science, but
only imaginative literature. KCB held that philosophy is not
the sum total of scientific knowledge. The scientific knowle g¢
cannot be accepted as philosophical knowledge in proper sense
of the term. He thus advised not to confuse philosophy wit
science, and science with philosophy.

KCB held that Philosophy must be dislodged from the
sphere of fact or object. According to him, philosophy deals
with the contents of pure thought, in the objective, :
subjective and transcendental attitude. These contents -
self-subsistent pure object, the individual enjoyed self, th®
absolute that transcends both - are not distinguishable fro™
the thought of them. The concept of object is got in contra”
with the subject as the self-evident content of Spifitual
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conceived rigorously as truth in Advaita Vedanta, what is loosely
called nihilistic Buddhism apparently understand the Absolute
as freedom. Again, the Hegelian Absolute can be taken to
represent the indeterminate of truth and freedom, i.e., value.
To KCB, Absolute is not a unitary something, but an un unifiable
triplicity of knowing, feeling and willing of the all pervasive
supreme consciousness/mind.

Besides metaphysical teaching / metaphysics, logic and
epistemology also play an important role in KCB’s philosophy-
For him both logic and epistemology consist ofaccomplished
meaning. Logic basically deals with truth and falsity
,epistemology on the other is the study of knowing objects 0f
functions. He was basically interested in knowledge:
Knowledge for him is the awareness of reality. He focused on
different types of other judgments vis-a-vis knowledgeé-
However, knowledge can be true. KCB observed that ther¢
are two types of introspections namely psychological and
epistemological, which are responsible for perception an
cognition respectively. In his epistemology belief also finds
place. Regarding illusion he said that it may be regarded a5
having some kind of abstract being or as contradiction. He
also discussed non-illusory. He described dreams as
perceptions without sensation. In ideas and dreams, there 1
a felt abruptness of the impression. However, he accepté®
dreams to be illusory but mostly self-conscious. The self seem®

to be free from body in dream.

In the philosophy of KCB there is a meagre distinctio”
between the subject and object. He supposed subject as freedom-
The subject is self-conscious. The self-consciousness of ﬂ"‘f
speaker is not only expressed by, but also designated by ™
However, he held that the concept of an object is insepara_b 4
connected with that of the subject. The object is that whi¢
the subject feels or knows to be distinct from itself, that fro™

.t a5
which the self withdraws itself; the object as to the subject ?
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in terms of attributes. But for him Absolute cannot even be
described as reality. It is pure indefinite, thus transcending
the subject and object and is free from the realm of both...
KCB may be questioned regarding his comment on the
Absolute as indeterminate. If the Absolute is indefinite,
unknown — beyond real and unreal. and if it is not even
expressible in positive way, then it is meaningless— even
logically inconsistent to try to describe the triple forms of the
Absolute. KCB, who considered knowledge, feeling and willing
as three bases of his formation of the Absolute, could not
establish the existence of the knower or subject in real sense.
One can also question KCB’s stand regarding the capability
of alternating of the Absolute. At the same time Absolute
cannot be finite and infinite,

In his “Subject as Freedom” KCB considered ene’s body a$
subject for perceiving objects. He also dealt with psychic and
spiritual subjectivity with its feeling and introspection. Finally
he concluded that introspective subject is free from objectivit‘}’
and is freedom itself and expressed by the word ‘I> But this
may not be true. The analysis of subjectivity in KCB’s philosOPhY
turns to be complex.

KCB had discussed only the epistemological process
involved in understanding the concept of value. He neither gave
the definition of value nor the criterion. Eventually there is 2
possibility of arriving at good or bad as value as per KCBs
conception. Anyway KCRB’s philosophy is dominated k')}’
psychological and epistemological interpretations. Analysis 12
real sense may show the limitations and unsatisfactoriness O
such apprehension. The emphasis on transcendence of t.he
subject-object duality may be termed as the influence of Advait?
Vedanta in KCB’s philosophy. ,

In the above paragraphs we have tried to summarize KCBS

concept of philosophy which is compact to allow fllft_her
condensation and requires more elaboration and explanatio?
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COncept of Epistemology:
A Study with Reference to
Carvaka Philosophy
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Introduction:
Regarding the founder and main text book of Carvaka

Philosophy, no clear and definite view is found, Brihaspati is usually
referred to as the founder of Carvaka or Lokayata Philosophy.
According to another view, Carvaka js the name of the founder of
this school. The word Carvaka comes from the Sanskrit word
caru “agreeable” and vak “speech” The etymology of Carvaka is
to mean “agreeable speech” or pejoratively, “sweet ~tongued” for

which this doctrine s superficially attractive, According to another B

view, the word carvaka derives from the root ‘charv’ meaning to

eat’ possibly alluding to the philosophy’s hedonistic precepts of

“eat, drink, and be marry’; or it signifies a person who eats up his
own words, all who eats up all moral and ethical considerations

This Philosophy is also called Lokayata because it was
prevalent (ayatah) among the people (lokesu), and meant the
world-outlook of the people. Lokayata means a commoner an
therefore, by implication, a man of low and unrefined tasté-
Carvaka holds direct perception and experience, as proper
sources of knowledge. They reject inference and testimony 8%
a source of valid knowledge.

Objectives of the Study:
The main aim of this paper is - ,
1. To study about Perception (Pratyaksa) as source of valid
knowledge accepted by Carvaka Philosophy.
2. To analyse the issues of the denia] of the validity of the
Inference (Anumana) and Testimony (Sabda).
Methodology:
The methodology of this paper is both analytical and
descriptive. And the source of collection is primary as well 2°

secondary.

Epistemology: ds
The word ‘Epistemology’ is derived from two Greek wo¥

e
‘Episteme’ and ‘Logos. The word ‘Episteme’ means Knowled8
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bti ; ;
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The other things beyond the reach of perception are not real.
Heaven and hell are not real, because they are not perceived.
The five sense- organs are (a) Tactual, (b) Gustatory, (c)
OIfac.tory, (d) Visual and (e) Auditory. The tactual organ
perceives softness, hardness, heat, cold, roughness, smoothness
and the like. The gustatory organ perceives sweet, sour, pungent
astringent and other tastes. The olfactory organ perceives
agreeable and disagreeable odours. The visual organ perceives
walls, jar's, posts, men, beasts, earth, mountains and the like-
The auc_iltqry organ perceives various kinds of sounds. The
perceptll?le world is real. It is an aggregate of perceptible things

- and qualities. They regard Perception or Pratyaksa is the only
true source of knowledge.

The Denial of Inference:

The Carvakas don’t admit the inference as a means of valid
knowledge. They argue that if inference is to be regarded as 2
means of valid knowledge, it must presuppose knowledge about
whl‘fh we can have no doubt and which must be true to reality-
Fut inference cannot fulfil these conditions, because when W€
infer, for example, the existence of fire on a mountain fro™
the perception of smoke, we take a leap in the dark, from the
percelved smoke to the unperceived fire. A logician perhap®
will point out that such a leap is justified by our PreVious
knowledge of the invariable relation between smoke and fir®
and that the inference stated more clearly would be: all case®
ofsmolfe are cases of fire, but the Carvakas refuse it and arg"°
that t_hls contention would be -acceptable only if the majo’
premise stating the invariable relation between the middle ter"”
smoke” and the major term “fire” are beyond doubt. But this
invariable relation can be established only if we have

knowledge of all cases of smoke in the presence of fir®
However, this is not possible because we cannot perceive eve
all the cases of smoke and fire existing in different place®

164 || @

Over
£ p;}s]te (‘)'\;Orli fow, to say nothing of those which exis:ted in
Felatiop can ‘;1 SXISt.m the future. So no invariable universal
on Another ?eStabllShed by inference. Neither can it be based
€ cage of ?h’?re.n ce, because it will involve a faIlz-icy, since in
"ference to 1S 1flference we should also require ar}oth]:r
Hacy o establish it, and so on, and hence would arise the

AN infinjtum,
reliabl: © Invariable relation cannot be based on testimony of

fire, Person who states that all cases of smoke are cas; [;3
ed Dy

i rt . 5. ;
Nferen e € validity of testimony itself requires to be Proves
We may .1, €Y argue that “we cannot infer by testimony, since
d Vaisesika doctrine

OfK nad “8¢ in reply, in accordance with the
Clse vy o that this is included in the topic of inferen

legr, "€ May hold ¢ ; testimony is unable to
p hat this fresh proof of tes )(;f inference,

: Ver
Singe ., T the old bagri he progres®
e rrier that stop the prog gnin the form

ce; Or

Of the ;. Pends, itself, on the recognition of a si
2 > gnltlon
nd anguage used in the child’s presence by the old man,

gy o€ : elieving
nothe , ~OVer, there is no more reason forloqu:ted b
y re ?

fi S : ‘
v\? 18 re‘:ord that smoke and fire are invariab g
eivj 2 53 7 , 0 ’

: Cary Ving the ipse dixit of Manu €tc- whic

ag . Tva . . . be accepted
$ the Q reject.-And again, if testimony - t}fe universal

0
?ro Ositj 11y means of the knowledge of t fact of the
hnvaria °D, then in the case of a man to who™ 'l r terms
i g, relation between the middle and ing ma):l)ld be no
n e : . co
b ferenc €N pointed out by another per son, ther_e as smOKe;
ofpncea ono One thing as fire on seeing anoth.e J ﬂf}l‘ﬁ%erence for
Nselg . YOUr own showing, the whole topic ot

fw
«  Th Ould have to end in mere idle words: el
tant class charact k

8 eQ
a]r]n.o kenessrvaka don’t admit any constant ==
ey, Stag and ‘fireness’ which must bé ‘nvarl;e i
anzn "‘fweces of smoke and fire respediVEIY' Teeny
r ; : tw
ﬁren 8rant o perception of a relation bff riable

be
t €ss, inva
Ween > We cannot know there fromany IFitis

o &
ndividya cases of smoke and fir

|165

EXONE ,




to infer a particular fire, we must know that it is inseparably
related to the particular smoke. In fact, it is not possible even
to l.cnow by perception what “smokeness” or the class characters
universally present in all particular instances of smoke are,
becau_se we do not perceive all cases of smoke that are found to
be universally present in the perceived cases of smoke, but may
not be present in the unperceived ones. Moreover tI;eY insist
on ax}other counter argument that due to the inherent nature
gf:hlngs that tf}ey possess particular characters such as fire i
o or the properties of experienced objects
rure. lhere is neither any guarantee that uniformity
perceived in the past would continue in future. We cannot baseé
f(;ur knowledge of tbe invariable relation between smoke and
. ; fnznoil (lzirzsaklj ;ﬁat}qn bet?veen them. Because a causal relation
Y : .0 invariable relation, cannot be established
y peTr;EPtlo_n owing to the same difficulties.
cannot ?ep;);gb?jl;:};at a causal or any other invariable relation
s . ed merely by repeated perception of two
JUngs occurring together. For one must be certain that there
Is no other unperceived condition on which this relatio?
depends. Ifaman perceives a number of times fire accompanie
by smoke, and on another occasion he infers the existence ©
smoke on the perception of fire, he would be liable to errob
because he failed to notice a condition, namely, wetness of fueb
on the presence of which alone fire is attende? with smoke. 5°
long as the relation between two phenomena is not provfild o
be unconditional, it is an uncertain ground for inference an
absence of conditions cannot be established beyond doubt by
perception, as some conditions may always remain hidden an

escape notice.
It is true that in our life we very often act unsuspectiﬂgly

on inference. But only shows that we act uncritically on the.

wrong belief that our inference is true. It j5 a fact th?
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The Carvakas Say that as neither inference nor testimony Refefencg»s- 1|
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is to refuse to think and discuss. All thoughts, all discussions i
all doctrines, all affirmations and denials, all proofs and dispr00f5 i
are made possible by inference. The Carvaka view that
A perception is valid and inference is invalid is itself a result of
g inference. The Carvaka can understand others only through |
inference and make others understand him only through i
inference. Thoughts and ideas, not being material objects |
cannot be perceived; they can only be inferred. Hence the self- |
refuted Carvaka position is called sheer nonsense and no syste™ |
of Philosophy. Perception itself which is regarded as valid Y |
! the Carvaka is often found untrue. We perceive the earth 2°
flat but it is almost round. We perceive the earth as static but it |
is moving round the sun. We perceive the disc of the sun a5 a |
| a small size, but it is much bigger than the size-of the earth |
; Such perceptual knowledge is contradicted by inferenc®
Moreover, pure perception in the sense of mere sensatioIl
cannot be regarded as a means of knowledge unless coIlCePtiOrl
\ or thought has arranged into order has given meaning an |
! significance to the loose threads of sense —data. The Carv?
cannot support his views without giving reasons whi¢
i‘ presuppose the validity of inference.
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The Problematics of Space:
Understanding the Trauma of
Partition in Siddhartha Deb’s

The Point of Return

Gaurab Sengupta

Abstract:

Known as the ‘Seven-Sister’ states of India, the North-
Eastern region is a home to various tribes sharing the land and
Space since times immemorial. However, from geopolitical
perspective, the region has faced various issues. Conflicts ranging
from the issues related to sharing the land with other tribes t0
gaining superior autonomy and independence, India’s North-East
is considered to be a region full of conflicts which one can locaté
historically as well as in the present day scenario as well. Sinc®
the region shares jts boundaries with international countries 3
well, the issue of migrancy, immigration and infiltration in the
land becomes a rampant issue. The main objective of this pap et
is to explore the theme of trauma and its after effects in the lives
of the migrants living in North-East India with special referenc®
to Siddhartha Debs The point of Return (2002). Using the ne¥
critical close study of the text and trauma theory, this paper 100
into the literary expression of trauma in the novel mentione¢

Keywords:
literature, migration, north-east, partition, trauma.
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Locateq in the South-Eastern part of the Asian fontine.nt,
Orth-East India occupies an integral part in the entire Indian

Sli—cont_inent, both geographically a‘nd ‘histérﬁili?];»
hOStfrap hlcall)’: India’s North-East is rich in 'blo—dn;frsﬁtyof i
terrjt 2 large number of flora and fauna in ‘the fe?;nts i
anj o ¥hich s a home to numerous P 'pter’ states
of In(;l M the lap of nature. Known as the i n-SI; ring the
ang ., the region is also a home to various trlbesﬁ-;:oricaﬂ}”
the r:n_ SPace since times immemorial._Howevgr, 31ConﬂiCt5
rangiflon has faced various issues from' time tf} tg:]i x;vith e
tribeg tg ro‘m the issues related to sharm_g thei dence, Indias
Nogy, ., 83ining superior autonomy and indepen nflicts which
One st s considered to be a region full OfC(: day scenario
Bwe Ocate historically as wellas in the p resi?l internation
COupy,. €€ the region shares its boundaries Wi jgration an
Infi, 1€S as well, the issue of migrancy, lmn;aid becomes
rap, ton of the so called ‘foreign people’in L5 ] population
to g Pant jssue in the region. The need for jhe loc,?dlzhe notion
Of the o212 the ‘Purity’ of the land and its people? ardstick for
the o 011_tsiders ‘polluting’ this purity serves as anY

S0Ing debates of insider-outsider’ guestio 1947 has led

. : in
0 the  * “9tition of the Indian sub-contfmenlt,om sides of the
a8sj ion from
bgrder' SSI'VE i oprPUI’dUO?em part of the countrz
ng v, “€8lons Jike Punjab on the Wes ern part of t
heaV&lS:

COung,, U Bengal rth-East on the Easté!

theuitzry Were E"’O E:‘Ef(fljoI:'I(;'egions which saWw m:,jzro?gartition
e e Ny °fWhich are yet to be pacified. The I; { d%o the general
QngOia "D stily an ongoing phenomenon: d eent the secon
Waye o8 traum, of Partition, Pakistan U“derx ofBangladesh
Whic ?,‘,ap al}'ltitioll again in 1971 when Eiheilg :e dIn dependence
after Sthep known as East-Pakistan Jed to h
n“grz:tiz "ar with West pakistan. This war 4150 I stages "

. e initid
fom Bangladesh to India. In th
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sought to give shelter to the Hindu-migrants filtering from the
other side of the border, the masses generally known to be as
‘refugees. However, the initial wave of migrancy gave way to a
continuous influx of refugees from across the border basically
in the state of Assam and then to other parts of North-East.
While some left behind thejr ancestral homelands and settled
down in the newly provided land and survived with whatever
basic amenities provided, others have been finding illegal means
to find a way to mainstream Indjg, Insurgency and violence
has always been a part of this land. And since the region is
geographically far away from the center, the problems people
face in this part of the land is not always highlighted and is
often neglected, Conflicts in North-Eastern India have not
received the same leve] of attention as conflicts elsewhere in
the country. Writers from the North-East have dealt with this
idea of conflict in various writings that are being produced by
native voices from the states of North-East India.
I1

Trauma has been described by the US Substance Abuseé
and_ Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) a5
having the following three aspects:

* Exposure to harmful and/or overwhelming events 0T
circumstances,

e The experience of such events, which will vary from
P€rson to person, and

o The effects, which may be adverse and long-lasting:

individual to that of the coOmmunity level. Sigmund Freud has
put forward two basic theories while dealing with the idea ©
trauma and ideas related to relateq to life and death principlé’
which are termed as ‘The Pleasyye Principle’ (1911) and ‘Beyon

the Pleasure Principle’ (1920). Human life js governed by on€
basic principle that is the principle of pleasure and it is becats€
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Of.this Pleasure principle life on earth flourishes. The pleasure
Principle i the life sustaining philosophy which Preud'has
Frap Ounded, However, after the First World War, Fre_ud re‘ahﬁd
5 A there Were people undergoing terrible sufferlr?gs.ui 1(;

I;d their Jjfe Was governed not by any pleasure I.)rmepf? e
angs but by a desire which is opposed to that ofthc—:: hfe'Pnn?ﬁis
. Cthat prey g terms it as Thanos or the death instinct

1 €a, PrinCiPle'
This i?e ®Xplores it in his text Beyond the p[easuf-‘fd from the

Xte here Freud mentions how stressors recel\;:-" h in turn
leag Tha] World shatters the harmony of the selkayg entione
in 2torise of trauma within an individual. Frf{ud'h? S’ I:}lat these
unC;Snt Ird part of ‘Beyond the Pleasure Prmctfeinselves all
thrg,., > Pleak and dark incidents repeat d the pleasure

u . -
P rincilg)[e?ut which push the individual beyon

‘Tr II 2 hich t
% pary “Ma continuum’ is the state in w 1‘f3 cing a ¢f
timeg Otagr oup of people or community 12 o the individu
ang } - ™Memoria] which creates an impact © . well. Trauma
Conyg, > SXistence and hampers commumw; in his The Point
¥ Res umis intergenerational. Siddhartha D¢ displacemen®

ng Curn (2002) deals with the issues of mig" a-ncg;leghala)’a and
Assy iy, Tontation of the migrant characters n Return VOICES
Oyt th +Set ip the hills of Meghalaya T he Pomtnc)f o outsiders
“hilg f “8itation both of the local residents 2 togethel after

I " . S ace,
b artition g to accommodate into a newW SP

rauma becomes
isis since

. o
Wi . ent, Upr° r
e roo D the issues of migration, displace™ © ¥ pjch furth?

Otj _ itizenshiP W . shi
Ilg Comes the questlon Of Cltlz e Cltlzen

o
(“i\ct o;b 8 towards cultural confrox:it'atloﬂs itution pr:I:;e
eS 5 Sand . 1 oftheIﬂ 1an - ec m
Clti 265 the gi)mcile 5 1111which a persol toonh g
ecir O Indi, Argile s £ the Indian oSt L) migrant
Cfic, h a. Article 6 of t yars jthCHShlp
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coming from erstwhile Pakistan. However, the issue of
Bangladeshi migrants is not charted out. This issue finds a voice
in The Point of Return where Dr. Dam and his family are in a
state of absolute dilemma because they are ‘outsiders” in the
country. Though their family moved inside the Indjan Territory
in 1947, in Silchar first and then in Shillong, yet because of the
hostile attitude of the ‘indigenous people; the family failed to
locate a ‘home’ The narrator describes events from 1986, long
after Partition and Meghalaya was carved out as a separate state
yet the indigenous people refusing to accept the Dam family as
a part of their homeland, as a part of their system.

Re-Experience )
° Intrusive

Recollections/Dreams
¢ Distress on Cues

Traumatic
Events

Avoidance Arousal
*  Avoid feelings, e Poor Sleep
people and places e [mitability
linked to events e Hyper-vigilance
e  Emotional
numbing jJ

Fig. 1: Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Symptoms. Zohar J-

The above figure portrays how traumatic events arise and

continue to be a part of life, thus hampering the existence. HistorY
has record of events wherein because of the actions of the outsider’
in native land, the peace of a nation is disrupted. Deb highlights
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Ow ¢ ;
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am fam; text. This
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A Digger j i ives of the bearers. 2= =

. '88er impact in the li ) from time o time

€sand re-experiences events (fig. 1. .

a.rouSeS traumatic events (fig. 1) in s h'f e.t the hatred
Qirec 'S attitude of the local inhabitant Projec :he outsiders
Were oy tOwards the Dam family. Deb proj eCtS~h-ow in the space-
Nce . €asy target for the locals inhabiting target of the
Phy s both Dr. Dam and Babu had been ar’l eaS)_r' n.and their
Capy, 4 Violence exerted by the Students Uzli(t))al conflicti®

] : § r
; realitygg]agamst the outsiders. The tr ‘bal;,n?&rﬁastern patte
Ing; .. Estill continues to exist in the NO date into @ SPA°

Whigy i N highlights what it takes to accomm® the plight of the

migrants 110t one’s rea] homeland. Deb narr;:zscount r.Dam
&long wit;]efugees how after the partition of 1 jts neighbouri”é

p]aces . his famﬂ}’ settled down in Assaﬂ};r;jng as

Co In th 1 Vi (o)

mf, € later years. With a view en

fafhﬂ;n N the Wa}lfce of riots and upheava® trllle he n

Collstr *hifteq to Silchar on the wake of Partltloin.fof '

Couectél;ts the past for the readers with dt.l;:; a ti
i

len Tom the family members regar trauma

€opy,. 1 the hj country. 1€ e
Y“’llic}rll.glnal homggsrigrgel?}f;and Jooking for2 -
pqrtfa * len, foreign and unfamiliar is proJ° dias
N “PZ | the Psychology of the first generano?ntoa“
Ltedfr Om their personal space: WI-“
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t op Dt of imagination only: RA -
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inhabiting the space. In the entire novel, this sense of alienation
in a new land and the search for a home while trying to
accommodate with the strangers who does not in turn want to
af:comrm_)date outsiders and shows aggressive behaviour of direct
violence is traumatic for the migrant-refugees. This finds a voice
and expression through narration by various characters. Dr. Dam
had to struggle to look for a place for the family and in order to
reduce the state of flux and figure out a root, he found a piece of
land in Silchar which was being sold off by a Muslim at a much
cheaper price by the Muslim peasant who had decided to migrate
to East Pakistan in search of his roots. While Dr. Dam had to
move in and out of the newly found home to complete his studies
and find a stable career as a veterinary surgeon, his other siblings
moved out to Calcutta while his only sister followed her son t
Guwabhati. Only Dam’s brother Biren stayed back in the newly
created home-space with his wife in Silchar, It was in the later
years of his life that Dr. Dam settled down in Shillong as 2
Veterinary Officer serving the Government. Being rootless, Dr.
Dam and the‘entire family had to struggle all throughout in the
new spaces. ‘Dr. Dam had only known temporary places of
various kinds, ever since he had left the village and the mud hut
he had been born in”” (38)

The search for a new land continued till Dr. Dam figured
outa space in the suburbs of Guwahati near N arangi Oil Refinery
to build his house during the 1970s, long after Partition had taken
place. The newly formed laws in Meghalaya did not allow a spacé
to the outsiders to buy a piece of land and settle for themselves-
This in turn limited the scope for Dr. Dam to continue living iP
Shillong after his retirement from the post. There were constant
“signs of dissent among the hill people” (39) to allow the
foreigners a space for building a home. Moreover, compared ©
Shillong, Guwahati provided an ease of access to land an
settlement. There were no guerrilla groups, no masked mée?
marching into the office out of nowhere and the land was cheap:
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pErson I ttlng hiS
% SPace in Guwahati also yielded no fruit. All his dreams
rushing

Shatte
dowy, reci When one day he saw a government bulldozerc ¥
J(Panded. arangi house to rubbles because the road was being

the al
Ir c] .
€an and crisp. However, Dr. Dam’s dream of ge

W
bullg ileern he approached his land that he saw the_gogetf;";‘f;*
Surr,, . Standing on what suppOSedly belonged i
the Undeq by vats of black pitch bubbling and trickling onto

i ce over
the rubp €ing expanded, creating a smooth, flat surfa

—€ of his desires. (43)
takeg 'S entire gt of bringing down the PhYSiCal ey SSZICS
to eve eaVy tol] of Dam’s PSYChe- It was too late for ]b)rlld it
another b nk of getting a new space in Shillong and udo $0.
Unlike -0use even if he had the minimal f SslEs t(:iDlltta
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Utsj 't Dr. Dam could not shake off e fearg in the n€

f €r i
Uty e eand the possible attacks he might eddes: ngalis nOF
MuSlirhs ;ause People viewed the outsiders n¢! erBeE
Or Hindy
a NO S.
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de\’()ti ntmOSt respect for his work and C‘{rrle. 1
hie"elopm A0d admiration. While thinki’
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did they con
booths thosedjvrel:]rn the scheme and closed
threatened Dr, Daemopened up in the neea Sown all the milk
traumatic impact in Dto death using their ruy areas; but also
no matter how deepl r. Dam’s psyche becaisn- Th.ls created a
how deeply he Wantp y he longed to be a ¢ he finally knew,
official, the system e'd to serve the peop] bpz-irt of the system,
for the outsiders bw-lﬂne"el' be inclusil\:eeltelng?govemmem
state. According to tf]mg 3 pant of the int‘e provided no J20p5
and outsiders shoul] de ministers inside th nal matters of e
and should never i do what they are asl((3 chamber, foreigners
state of affairs. Th ntefﬁ?re inany matters ed to do by the state
Should have Sc-)rn € minister ordered, “An relat?d to the ongoing
boils down and c(f;:les}l-)ect” (96) This’ state(r)rlllct:lden Aularege =
to nothingness and Phl cates the issue of the m.n t of the minister
even after servin tht eir value as a citizen Brantpep ulation
The Point ong ¢ people and the space i side the country
evade this conflict eturn gives examples of is worthless.
the place of belon E-md settle elsewhere Ieao' peaple yiho 1]
Of.avoidance portglngne_ss and the origina‘lr 1}111
this matter. By thray-e d in fig. 1. Babu serv omeland, the idea
heavenly abode ;tlme both Dr. and Mres as an example 10
cosfnopoﬁtan Cit’ies abll' leaves his homel;. gam had left for
basis of their pojntofWh.Ic_h do not discrimjnn i ravels U
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D e l'tew space. Thegaln a constant search fi S nllemor)’
reams’ bring into f chapters ‘Memori ar BElangign es
ability to construct d‘:c“S the role of th ;ms, Travelers’ an
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