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in the emergence of North cast India as a region. Indian Freedom
movement and the contribution of the people of Assam and the North-
east is another relevant broad issue in this collection. It ranges from
articles on role of Assamese students and the neighbouring tribes in the
Non-cooperation Movement to role of women in the Quit India
Movement with special reference to Kanaklata Barua and also to the
analysis of Jyotiprasad Agarwala’s Labhita for understanding the struggle
of Assamese women in the Freedom Movement.

Altogether eight articles encompass the vastness of the cultural
milieu of Assam and the North-east. Covering tribes like the Koch-
Rajbongshis, Mishings, Sonowal-Kacharis, Deoris and Morans, the
articles showcase a wide variety - folk culture of the Mishings, Saragdeo
Puja of the Sonowal- Kacharis. Deori marriage rituals, costumes and
ornaments of Kanyak Nagas and Moran folk dance. However,
Dwijendra Nath Bhakat speaks in detail about the background and
socio-economic, cultural and linguistic identity of the Koch-Rajbongshi
tribe. Besides, the article on Donyi-Poloism from Philosophical
perspective emphasizes the bond between human and nature.

Three articles included in this book have Sustainable
Development Goals and Corporate Social Responsibility in the
context of Assam and the North-east as themes, though each
discusses different dimensions. An empirical study on online
purchasing behaviour of the young generation in Guwahati and
Nagaon city throws light on the psychological aspect as well.
Likewise, the article on emotional intelligence and work-life balance
among the employees of a select organization can be linked with
modern timees and human psychology. An article on awareness and
usage of Open Educational Resources by the college teachers of
Jorhat city adds to the diversity of themes.

We admit that the entire North-east cannot be encapsulated ina
single book comprising 25 rescarch articles. PRAPANCHA offers a
glimpse of the North-east. thus opening avenues for turther research
and discussions.

The editorial board sceks apology in advance for any kind of

unwanted errors and hopes that readers will acknowledge the intent
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I'hus languages of Arunachal Pradesh can be classified as follows:
Arunachal Pradesh Language

Tibbeto-Chinese family Indo-Furopean Family

Nefamese or Arunamese

Iibbeto-Burman Thai-chin or Siamese-Chinese

North Assam Group Khamti language
Tangsa
Wanchoo
Nocte
Mishimi
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the long prg s and undergoes lexicaland g T antact it is seen
tongue of the usersan ‘ ngdy s JaaAae ac s sen
2 bilineual studs e con .
As aresult of bilingue are used by several ling e
lansuases of the world are set Sy |
s N ~ | ) i l :
e X 0 d of bilingual or triling fextended nature. Such
it fulfills the nee £ . |
el identified as language ol ¢ lineuistic group but
B e Tina .
language may beti St one ethiflE0
>snot ¢ :
language does no

it formsa
- s : anditio
: c oroups i
i ell as linguistic & istic eroups. But
itextends to several ethnic as w nouistic &1
1t extend: g g

bt
hich are exising
tside the group.

. 1e varied i
common speech community zunmlge :}are found W
on the other hand, some la}T%L::s not function o heir language
only within the group E;Ij;dhl\:l the speakers to enrlChoit }Zel its natural
1 hough efforts are made 11;er linguistic groups do,l(]j as language of
with written literature }’eli ]oano uages may be termtan languages are
NECEssIty. Such type o -VedThaflhe IndO'E.urope family. Eithermn
Statienatuse. 1 15 Obselouanes of Chino-Tibetan -in Indonesia the
Creptup E}m?ng-lhefg?in iaos or in Vietnam. O(I:anot be deni?d.
-(‘hma Qr m 1 hallén c,) ean family of 1angua‘éled_s language wl.nch
Impact of ]ndo_‘ urop ~oming almost the wor hichis derived
Moreover, English is beuoﬂ?ll 1?j\ssamese language W nin the Indo-
is of the Indo-Furopean f?;lllgﬁguagc has its souree 7 i
pom the ?‘ld 'Ilndlotwiﬁ;]}eritq the family character
European fami y. -

he
bec ona-f among
1 -franca a
m - common lingua-
i ommon language or ¢ 2
“Coming ac

ion of India.
eolono al
Sastern Reg ; hacha
: inguistic groups of the N(‘ﬂh‘r( lefamese in ATl he
diverse linguistic g . oriein of Ne - between th
When we discuss about the origin torical relation adesh
> - to discuss about the histo {hat Arunachal Pra '1\.
B Q & e o inre
; radesh then \lrve al f Assam. Here we remember parate provinee 01; ;
il e plamns o : . 25 4 S€ Jronicles
\4111:, andﬂm)il?fmmer Assam and it becomes 14 Assamese chroni "
T : s © A FUNAc
,\ a?)d Ddlf‘l (b in the year 1987. Inthe 0 hill people of A1 Un,. 105
on 20th February fou'nd as regards to the ith the Ahom King:
several references are ’ rof the wars w
;: \Liml]l si:CK} ferences are mostly of the we
radesh. Such reference:s

o7
PRAPANCHA =

_




These warsg with the Khamtis Singpho
Old Assamese Chronicles, The Nocte N
has a good relation with (he Ass
time immemorig), T hey had Maintained ¢|
during Aho, Kings. Thig closer contact
and commerce butalse Involved g meetj
cultura] m atters. They gre Vaishn
of Baregha, g

s"are narrated in the
agas of Arunachal Pradesh
amese population of the plains since
OSer contact with the plains
extended not only to trade

Ng of minds on social and
avas by religion

as Govinda were
. The intimate conncction or
€S with the people of the plains has
One of the thej, myths recordeq by Dr. Verrier
Assamese Were born of the
they forget thig >
salt springs_ ope

Collecting salt ne

same

day three Noctes were

FAry nAssamesc which
- ¢ Ol Arunachy radech « : .
S Of‘/-\ssam e.g. esh With that of

all foreet you by eating
Siiaiidlleomie Poismn il bn'n;-_‘- m}d Sh‘ﬂl;();i;;i, Naga pan,
(Mishimi \?1“ LE,I-]T-'lili tita, Khamtighat, NO:, -v-ith the people ot
L) The terms M\.Lf [.]?[I-Hl::m ol the Assamese P:aop)l:\issﬁm and British
always mh’“.[hbxl L‘t(lth'u K hamtis were in bpp{g"() AD the Khamtis
Arunachal. “‘ . _t_dL £l ;t ser Assam. [n the year l ‘Jsinﬁphos and they
el wdl} ) ( )B ‘it[':ihcrs with the helP N th; Br?tish army. And
[.L?\.Olw%l agzunh‘? \[ht : '[llcll‘ld'lllu Colonel White (‘,ftf; speak %‘xssan.]ese
st clg.i ]t_\.’. [;u %n 111:\[‘0 the hi lIs. So the Khanllt 1[fr:desh and they killed
Em? [lzr}rilufe Llw::uj tribal groups of 2 \r,una(;«%?e British army. And 1221;
Ciili; ;ir&(‘:ﬂs inc[uding (‘(-)10[10‘1 Wlh:;)lamtis can Speak Assam
1112)-’ had fled away to the hills. Soi‘i\runachal Pradesh. d in the
better than the other tribal groupﬁ"; teachers were ret(t:lreurlrtleedium of
vioreover, many Assame samese was ] ntl
schu:;/II:‘ of' Arunachal PradCSh, (;ﬂl(: ;tsg had to Comf(jqf;:;lrlrijoyt
tea;hi?g . thattktii;;i‘ Stligtzgatlthc boarierdptl;g:n?e down to ::;
¢ hats i.e. bazars : a
i)onﬁ v(ufol;l t;il;but forevery OCCaSlO.n tlt]heg Assamese SpeakerS-eTwaS
plains ang thereby they contact with of Assamese ,lar.lgu?fups of
in the long process a broken I:Olr::rlnonf:’, the liﬂgmsncf Though
developed as common language nas Nefmesm-e source
ge are not

; as latter know a
Arunachal Pradesh which was 1dt.-(,inat€d from the s
Nagamcse and Netamese are OI}ZInese and Nagame ntax an
ie, Assamese language, yet Nl:)g)’ morph()logj:’ ssaymese than
H = > ono * = tO S .
Similar yg regards to ph ‘o nearer ween
VOcabulay Sﬁ'ucturally, Nefamese 1S Ilarative study bet
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1. Phonologically. Nagamesel tendency butitm
While Netamese has no high vowe .
11 .. . " 5 ) A 1
Slmllarposmon as In Assamese. e and Nefamese are v
2 Morphologically,Nagames ‘ d for plural num
8amese-bur, -bulak khan are use
Clamese 4o -bilak in this case.
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fferent. In
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3. Nagamese first
Moikhan apg amikha
is singular and am;j ©

g

and ami,
in Nefamese moi °|

We'is plural. -

agamese g -laga (¢.g.”Ghorlaga.
N -n NefameSe _0]./‘

t(e.g. ghoror, manuhar ctc.)
agamese is zoripe and
ake. ‘It takeg terrhours b
€zale dos ghong

-pora(¢.g.
y bus”’) but
alage. ‘It takes ten

-khan i-s u

‘ sed as defj
. Youonly <y

¢Zkhan ‘the college’
ese -ty js used in thig case.
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bostukhan ‘the goods
(e.g. apunatu, koleztu.

? itukukur ase ‘This
Nef:

amese hO/hO i ; .
~omally, ho s g Y18 Used in thig place

: - kukur hoy).
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N Contrzgs; . -
asile kit Niastive senge Amese use king, (€.2. moi bhi khabole
Pl iape;a-:le. (T'wanteq lo eat byt could not) by i, Nefamese
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Writing i, English from

Otheast Ingig . o Critical
eIView of Poetry ang Short Stories

= Mridul Bordoloi

. . . I
ertmg In English from Northeast Indiajs gaining a lot of traction
these d?YS. Severg] Writers frop, the erstwhjle “seven sisters™ (now
€ight, with the inclusiop of Sikkim iy 2002) have beep, clubbed together
undera blapjce Calegory, that s Phrased 4 < riting in English from
e Dlmngflished Writers incJy e Temsula Ao, Easterine

> 0bin S Noanpom from

Ja from Nagalang
gKynrj > Janjce Pariat Anjum Hasan.
€blrom Me . y
Dhrubg Mo “ghalay,

Sing Nong
ai from Arunacha] Pradesh:
\ OSWami frop, Ass an‘, il Kashyapj Jahnavi Barua.

. alSaWrni Jacob from Mizoram:
> Many others. These writers have
al Toiling ISsues confronting
G nsj Cred a 1 > e or
ndia’g Magip Peripherg] space
€ Workg of h . ary,

V€ generggeq d great deal of
IC Cirgle

M S,and publishing houses.
L ding spa A Market, and haye also
Many Indiyy, universities. - Habuges of Engl

sh depamnents of

1} . anSES]S“ 1
EUng 56 1y g, oIS

h wsibility‘?]); \/}V]“lting In Englisp, from Northeast
-+ think One f'eason Could be due to
12 o PRAIJANC“A

Importance beine

. wadavs. Such a phenomenon
Lgivento \""‘]; '\?:\:L;Nii \]“ around a p;u'licu-!m“
ofbeing curious about what is i‘m.pp.k ..:;Lir.iiitics. in which :l_mrc e
Space is part of contemporary ‘:‘“\'ml_l:w i\-cr by accumulation and
relentless attempt to wrest or assert P? 1)'1i3'mining of targc.m.i‘
dissemination of datum or kllf‘“’l‘-‘dg%ﬁ \{ot’ic of neo-imperialistic
inaceessible or forbidden spaces is pt_ll’f of “’f ‘ bl isition of knowledge,
regimes: for instance, interests pertaining to i;‘go forth..In this charged
information. power, consumerist val'ues. zu} ) Lma;oinalised voices to
Political anq cpistemological arena, it enab ;g 'ti?w back’ from the
assert thejy identity and culture by means 0 w:; b;evident among
Deriphery Ormargin. Such a condition suemS economy of media
Writers from, northeast India too. The DOllt’L_a irumental in fuelling
gencies ang publishing houses have also been ins ting the imagined
€ interest of readers towards issues confronting
intel-land:-’ that is, Northeast India. - terested in textua}l
To addregg the growing demand of rcadell'ls ve been trying their
“Xploratigy ofthe region, publishing houses ha blishing new titles.
>Sto come up with titles on the Norl;he-aSt by P‘li belling these works
ldemifying UPcoming writers from the region, @d 4 e
i fitings English from Northeast India™, _These wrll:l throp01033’~
On-ficig,, (books on history, politics, soc10£02_Y~ Y ki Sl
8uisticg, avellogues, and so forth) as well as fiction (“0Me halays,
Slorigg Poems) wih Several of the works emerging fro-rr\lh'zl [%m ey
Négaland »and Manipur, and a few from Arunachz
Mizqg, »and Sikkim. . e always dogged
. et Problemg ofaccessibility and wSi_b‘l_lty hz;v when frontline
wri Tom this region. To be honest, it is O?)Zford, Cambridge.
ike Orient Black Swan, Rupa, Zubaan, nage to find a
Outledge, “1d 50 forth publish works that these mah mainstream
dece.m et In g way, it is also assumed t‘hat suc k; g
DllbllC£.ltiOI] aCQQrd legitilnﬂcy to the qualit)’ of the b(l)OJUing e eight
lisa Mattey: ol consensus that many problems P cilé’ntiﬁﬁ d by the
Peg 7- ~log large CXtent, similar in nau‘lre‘,.'dn“:r'ﬂency have beset
¥ *Sthe regjoy, For one, problems of insurg

3

> Assam
0, Tripyrg

bl
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I C 1 > “ > l l] 2 Cel I 2 g 111‘13
= f
IC azel

. cted”
A S morc t0
or. which1 . d culture
: ain manner. . inlan
g >ntity in a certaint ant ma
geographical entity in¢ - fluence the dominar
L T = < qoa7e may it
i »n. othe 2al. Such a gaze may
lortheast. Ther than real. ¢ o
sofalmost a]] Writers from the Nog - e
- on «
. >tween traditi
themes include quest for roots, conflict bety
modernity, ]ogg and/or quest for 1dentity
inte

‘idea’
interland as an
»d hinterlan
1 -C'Illr.dh
I and misrepresent this so-Ct
misunderstand ar S
' e hC

. the love for nature.

ITogation of nationalism :

lb Lli (”Illll ¥ Y &) Qe 1 1S ¢ .lCle
dod DE\S ln l
IS ¢ C"‘ ore 1[11(

cast” notes:
PI 1e Northe . st
dian English Writing from t in one of the lel?he
el i []'[ 1an B t':‘ h . rcl'l'la . S 0
: nder (.ontcmpm 1y ast” continues to " representallon e
tolence 1he1mpactofnco—coloniﬂhsm* o he e Northedt\s[ lia. Media and othe ecognizable from an
oo T resonatine in the sotyped parts of India. . rse recog ~oion as
marginalisation, among others_ are IMportant tropes resonating Stercotyped parts te a particular dxscOL} qoes of the reglo dof
works of mogt writers from Northeast India_ . ve 1o Northeast l?cx‘peFlla «1;ich certain stoc}f im :rmil'lve tribes, a lante d
| Yet, before eXploring the texts. i would be inst uC“[ e Systematicity W_lm‘ W bited by colourful. pr cy, etc are presen e
: underscore the Problematic of using the appellation “no; lthIlS O;iO‘ ¢nchanted frontier mhal a hotbed of insur geltl E‘iuht ifwe inclu .
| : 3 111 dl, S . . o C ‘ :" ‘ = ’ = 1 a
| blanket ter, Subsuming » location marked by racijal. polm?"i Sy unspoiled natural beau }t tes in the Northeas o ;ases SIgmﬁ_C .
Cultura] heterogenelty into an imagined homogeneous entity. d‘nji Though there are seven sta d at as one. That this ences is obv1ouf-
S “oholars, inc]uding femsula A, Jecipientof i Pa ll e Sikkim — it is usually lool\‘“f lc and political dlffeil discourses, sel (‘1
1and SahityaAkademl Award from Nagaland, is not comforta )n geographical, cultural, e 11:,101-t11635t e + bomb blasts an
Withthe usage of this term, Mitrg Phukan, a creative writer from /\q‘*f“\c However. the discourse ot‘tht? ance. often 1epor isitot woul‘d
n her artigle “Writing jn English ip India’s Northeast: Relevance- confirming: newspapers, for ins - the region, and a elopment 10
Portance, ang Place” observes: ° ist violence 1n - hdustrial dev
: . King Other acts of terrori ittle or no in
~ When ope COmes acrogg this term, People living and WOk " ice at once there is indeed little - no similar.
with wo‘r<.13 here are taken aback IS this yet another example of hfﬁ“ Notice a lon tes. (Das 25) RS Somethmgcts coing
LT icken's necletend o lump the entire region Hostonthestates. awriter from Nagalan® #4 0, con s, Let
Ogether? 4 Wisit that they are oy aware of the yagt diversity of this Easterine Klre., defining the North le and their 1 north-
relglion, how ig 1t that €y canevep Imagine that the literature can be She says: “Let media stop on ordinary peo’?he reality of the sies
alked ; ; 1a focus . ) eneltics:
bt _2boutin the same pregyg, atall? Even if e language used in e et medi heast stop” (Iralu) ilable heterog arker
Olh cases ig Enghsh, how cap aWriter living in land of yast rivers, of CXoticisation of the Nort ked by irreconci Im
Allras anq BOrgeets, be lumpeq together wity, another, whose work €astis that it js a spade ALKk
12;2??53 ukth the myths Tooted in the rolling Misty hiljg of his native
» -pag)
The fact thy the Britigh, colon
he term «

Which
ial regime v,

‘nologica
ninol
et tert
cannot be subsumed under a blank
i “STeSponsible fo giving
Signateq ¢q
€ POstcolonig :

alid querie>

WV «Enelish
-aises a few “Eng
. kan rais€ he term s yet
. « ” Mitra Phu ﬂd> th . to be)
et tem northgasts from this backgroliln some wnl);:’ o have to
Coming as 1t doe e ears, =" 'hic e rent
‘”Ographical space, its ritings from India’s Northeast ap%sation with ?:llects of d.lf-ﬁ.r\:I .
Mguistic cial, t, e (eSpeclajly, °Taspace marked other exqm, le of a sweeping geneta agesandc! mplexities
R > > {OPOgraphicq and Culturg) 4; erences). amounts . I bout 420 languas" gultant €0
Perpetuation of ¢, form of Ne0colopy) he »an ve, Willy-nilly, There are a dhere, and there A O 15
B €m oy s 3l E] !
perlllgli::rglnsthe leve] o discourse: the tepp, « og ez::’}:-could enify Anguage families to be foun PRAP.(\NH
Pace, away frq, the t Appingg of the privilcged c;;mrc
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" Wwe
el hy exactly do
€Vven states are different. so why exactly
loin one breath? |5 1t just

. this time around of cours
dealing with these g

. g . Jnd 100
ven states quickly, without having to spe
much time op, any s

)'1iﬂo
3 . APL *
aconvenience. ag o
¢, but more of a way

ingle state? Atime save
Yetagain, of the way very few outside the
this region? (Phukan, N.pag)
Owever, th

€ reason whyj
appellation coylq be manifo]q-
Firstly,

; itical
Northeast a5 5 feglon has a great deal of geo-poli
importance inthe g

; e &
ense that it shares moye than 4.500 kilometres
intemational border (about 9
With Chipg (southern Tib

] 2 A symptom-
r,inaway? A sy mp‘ "
area actually underst:

. “1h this
ch compels one to persist with

artographjcg) marker, with defined
Ong elght_states, as well as witp, foreign countries.
Uge market potential. The tag
n Tateg a great dea] ;
feSearchers, 1y, m .

Curiosity among readers and
terms_ it ca

ere N be Unarguably stated that

» IS a oragt g : ) : d

Ndia (ang beyond) to k & 5 Ouft:al 9f€3<011emelit11] mainlan
dingly, in Ing; -

IS frem e region, and
ast. Thig Coulq Shing Clicles to Publish works centred

& actor accounting for the term
Crging frqyy, the reg; . Locial

¥ Where it concerns with
gion. Howeve, hard qoeg one try to
ANCHA

sonvenient
- > }L‘h con

: jocon-holed mnto su -
lissociat oneself from being pigec

d1ssociate :

- the te
o auon Oi i
= il > DEeT j;lU&
ies. the claims of market forces in the pery
Categories. the claim: ¢
“annot be under-emphasized.

. els and et
& g e poets ane .
Itisalso interesting to note that S 11_\1 o \-i‘m\‘ academicians
-~ S . > cither serous acad
writers from the north-east happen to be e

jous north-casiem
.o - > Various nNon
SCrvino inthe capacity 01‘1‘391111}' positions in the va

. A 1 s O
. Maroaret C. Zai

h burcaucrats. Margs
Universities ang colleges ortop-notch hUILL-m]L lang. Kynpham Sing
Esther Syiem. Desmond L. Kharmaw phiang

N

N ”'_)]],‘3.'.(3
“yr ])\HP-‘\!“ 3
. T Aruni Kas - ried
ongkynrih, Robin Neanoon. ]cnmuld.f\n_ ‘1\«11[1 ste.. are all n} ;i
var p {l 1- Pratim Borah. Easterine \II mang Dai. Mona 20
ara. Partha Pre zarika. Mamang ave elitist
academiciang in the field. Dhruba ]-I;V,ar‘.}; l-Oﬁhe writers hay c."ll ary
% /1« 1 .l \ - 1 Slon‘(.\ 2
: : eaucrats. Majorit) ilJong’s mis
ete. are influential bureauci iling from Shillong $1m: I -,
edLﬁcl' It l\:round mostly hailing from 1v's. Therefore. ther
~“UCational backg , d’s and St. Antony’s. .+ who may
Institutions, such as, St. Edmund S“lzd ovelits as el o alsd
, : . nove i0. There !
: 2l these poets and 1 rio. Th ;
ISatendenc 10 label these . scenario. svaelive
Not be 1o niuchc'l\\’al'e of the actual g]ounfi os to their OVLlaCUC\,
the i Ot ti ;flhese writers giving “‘mcﬁe].such as INSurgenc
Imputation ¢ g
imaginlz:tion while handling sensitive subject-n

) ~ed from.
‘h distanced .
 are too much dis o of
and Subalternity - subjects which they are 100 teaiew
Cing

, hat qui R
s e\fed t}ld } laiL
Part of the said elitist set up. 111 lzz;lllliti\’e 1101111-521511]16::}?0115
: - ate—1the insert the SIE
198e writers follow a set templa 3 to in:
~ that ;rtovside them with ready-made frames

< that works
ters that Wor?
. g 1€ qllal carelitist
Content/words) There are doubts raised 1n so1 1asuperiorel
Written by

f the north-east
gaZQ WOU

Y “"111‘11‘“:
~ould be seel
2 Ain. as could P
Subaltery Subject-positions falthtully-Agam the issues pertaining 0
ks of Anjuny Hasan. Siddhartha s ysteolonial, discursive
Coion ar ily o be reduced into a pos o the
“Tegion Are not s casily to be reduced in dichotomy. In case 01 !\l\w
Aing of (¢ self/other, centre/margin ¢ te’s politival apparatus
ar LAle ! : ylaced. i
"0rthegg nalives” equation with the ]"d"”'-::-m subject ISP RS hasi
‘1h-cas . SR s L e
Ccap “asily perceive where the north-¢ 11‘1 with a dkha (ion’? I the
Vhen the Native is placed in j uxlaIJOSmOb.nan, constitut
rm fo, ‘outsider‘) what happens to the ;n s0-ca
. k. 7 C m
dichay '8 Assumed 10 be the Other. how

.. I. l
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such metropolitan sub_]ect—po?n) it
ld not be able to represent the plig
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Anjum Hasan, Sidd

harth Deb be classif
Northeast™?

These problematical issues re
ternal contradictions at prese
ries of the region. [ w

ied under ~Writers of the

main. [ would like to glos
5 . ‘MS

ntto focus on some poem

- S . » reo]ON.

ill begin with poetry from the regic

I
Thereisa substantig] COrpus written in

from the region, in which they have dealt wit .
confronting the Northeast. One jssye that finds ample resonance in
almost a]] Writers ig insurgency. Whether it is Assam or Nagaland.
M_anipur or Tripura, Mizoram or Arunachal Pradesh, insurgency has
gtipped the racig)

Memory of the People of the entire region. Therefore,

poetry in English from th.e
Paratist groups and their

) ndian state through counter-
fations enableq by certain draconian laws, have been
the north-eqgy

untless lives, inc]
men and childrep ;

ings, abductions

‘ngli ' pocts hailing
English by pocts hf"u] e
halmost all major issues

This growing
uding innocent
» true or fake

iction. In poetry,
of several writers

My Inventeq Land”, the
its aftermath,

"as ‘gupy testifies to tfy
here counter—insurgenc

b OPerationg by
d

is starkly
€ growing
the Indian
: Csituation, The closing
Mplicatiop.

a : i
nock op 4 Night that has

el Not e
atorch |jt long afte, the thef e
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a sonnet about body counts

undoubtedly raped .
definitely abandoned Noamsom. My Invenied Lan¢

‘ st with destiny. (Ngangom. Vi)

matryst with destiny

> perpelrators
. ho the perj )

{ambiguity about w foenocide
There seems to be a note of ambiguity esults inacts ol ge

(ﬁWhCLuﬂnﬂVCychf”fV“”G”CC?Rifqgirﬁnwﬁ\“N“C“'?hCQUSiES
orethnic cleansing. and 1111'9 -L-uld]{lgii nl: S};CCCh is laced “cll?l.’l :: :i:thc
% NChm-S famous ill-}'SI - 1-t]1 'Lnt;‘o at .lhc pcril)hei'ﬂl Cond in Nehru's
orirony insofar as it subll_.\ “ninmion. as was reﬂcclf? fNortheast
Northeast in mainstream HOABIL ation of some parts 0 \vine the
lamcnling over the supposed (_)Lu‘]pt ooression 1N 19()2_.1&1?- -
India by E‘hina during the C hln‘t‘ﬁ“il‘;‘ﬁc “tryst with destm):-’;ino -
region an.d it.s peoplc }0}11@11: 12111{1?21 erstand that poetl'\r‘iﬂgﬁ bgmoam
il NAgz]au;. s nlol f}llg-lilriiuen in local lamguageS}?{'}ﬂ‘elr?ndependmce
¢ North-East. whethe ‘ - perial regime evene ,‘ dia has
?w COF 1ing into ]bei]] ]g,lo\izll;egc—)g]l“};’t;ﬁl e]rgzﬂglﬁ;?;;:g? g??tcg}onj zer/
TOm foreign rule. In ) _ 1 I e
tended to b&e postcolonial in cmmle_i‘llon‘ “ lfrlhe imp]icatlon_ 1S thj; ‘;};e
Colonized® replaced by ‘centre/periphery o (mainland India) ar o
e . between the centr ore than a mere 1
exn:lmg poW?I‘ stracture rtheast) is nothing {n ower structure. In
reniphery (hinterland ofthe erstwhile el S sl
duplication or hlmery (,)) 008. Northeast India ﬂ;eciw (the northeast)
Ngangom’s “15 August " ]r;dian state) and‘pcrl_F’ ]t-' ositions caught
bmd between the centre (lhf ambivalence of subj EF o?n foreign yokt_f)
1S Unambiguouslyi slated-. T ]eﬁon'S independence (C}ﬂolonial regime) 15
et c'e]_ebrallll.g e nfa utonomy (to the ne-O: and the increasing
i deSpamng their lOSS.O a}tinu crisis of identity inalised e\:entu’g‘ll}"
clearly spelled out. The resulting loiting the margin Such a striking
realisation of the statist c'en'tT@ ex}():k by writing ba.Cl_\- , back (through
lead to the periph‘ely Strlklﬁgi:gvemelﬂs) and “"l'f“tl;'?io;n_aphy) hu\"C
back (through the insurgency o termed revenge his i heastotie
Posteolonial resistance litels}};iigl what is claimed as =
€en the staple responses agains AtUS.
domination ]of the Fndian state apparatus

C
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tlowever, cauy

.1 the
. 3 I srween
ght between the ideological clash bet

ot
theast subjec
ofthe centre and the roots. the northeast
positions tend tq suffer

ity arisis. Even though
from acute identity crisis. l‘\.‘ﬂ“[ l-i["lhlc'
. , y . 5 s desire
deco[omsmg the mind of the vestiges of colonial iduwlog_\_'“ R Joes on
i . ; . ‘the former impinges
ttis perhaps not entirely possible. The trace of the [o[mn_,[_ iy ot
i gicalambivalence. The follc

. " . -ado.\' .
arly illustrates this identarian pat
nce

hegemonic claims

gloontolo

4

peaks up at times.
m also g guilty part)
delusive margins,

rawling painters.
pogroms

aunique history on
slike acollage by b
Sraum has synj to
°ry cankill tog . » (Ngangom’s «1 5 August 2008,
ia”)
Megan Kachari, a poet from Assam, takes this secessionist
agendg ©an anarch;, EXtent. In hep poem “A Dream”, she makes an
EXCOoriating tirg e against the Exploitative a4 Powerful juggernaut -
the mcurr}bent N€0-colonjy) Iegime — ip 4 Symbolic manper-
A_wﬂd fire, ... ang the foregg’s at stake
Tireq birds will ap, in pain, intq the ajr
~And the evil fire
Will devoy, the Creeperg
Nothin-g left greey aANymore. (Kacharj
hE_: spl-rit Of resisty €against the po
EXpression i Kachari’s oem *
ON'tyoy m
Insteaq let’

Mischieyoy,

A Dream)

Wertul centre finds militant
. 00nas Nighy escends”
urder sijen e yelling em

3J0in hapgs a

ig tDescends”)
Cutes diffie oy rr)ak € task of inclusion into
acharj therefo e does ney appear to figure
r\PA.\'CHA

-in anthologies.
e errelesorinan S i
-ademic circles suenr ol THE
. S \mim]'iitcl';u}'orumdm_ ilitant advocacy k\‘ g
en oy i dp(i‘ r that this form of m tre and the gl[]lk‘L?‘ .
Thhisra o Y .]-Lunngt‘ L oy > ceontre ¢ ' >thinic
e s OilUi'li “al imbroglio between 1.]].L \nd may leadtoe VOC
T cs g Y el I
oresolved poli ithin ethnic communues - fact wreaked ha |
g ¢ fissures wi . asmic s o IielOTY
Pl 11551; k’ the separatist agenda. Ith L. perpetrating a hlb}k N
1olence under the separatis cthe northeast, pirit fron
Violence l..  efhstie provpsialthe llUlth- lticultural ‘\Puni‘_ N
anong o e g jpered a secular.m (. Kynpham Sing
ofviolence, which has han 1.1‘ s. The Shillong poct. ilable cycle of
1 -OMMUNIUes. is irreconcile -
developine among com i et e tiata iy —
NL\L (kp rih’ oem “Sundori d“lﬂds-1al-cmarkablt man
Kynrih's . g :
_OT‘: i i Elmc of ethnic cleansing 11
Violence in the ng e
———
Yesterday one of my P’»{‘P
killed one of your people
And one of your people
killed one of my people.
Today they have sworn < ndori™)
) - . - .. ‘LII - ;.
Fokill on sight. r1. (Nongkynrih. bt oncerns seenina
is is neither you nor 1. N T
put this is neither }5 to add that secession re quite a few Oth:,\..
A e < - - i 20V,
| lowever. one needs » all poets. Therea q extremist Smmud
[ s E O]‘l%_— 5 = ar . -a1e
few do not find favour aE] fectiveness of such Bl ood'*’m"i ;
. 2 c - oe -e aske
' ly oppose the em. His poemm - =7 are a
};]]O.Yel]eln(:llt }S L?h 1S One among thhn.]. tors of violence
.Bl_loykuma.l ng ¢ where the perpetra
aWn’ is an instanc )
g chas.
tncomfortable questions. ?Un blood
Those who are smearing

sqred Dawn’)
n S -smeare

1 el ir mouths . oh. “Blood-s

Did they bite in lheil'o et ciallE? (Sin >h

Amorsel of the mea 5

: sv also
- )l-lpht.ry o
v d 1]]" ])L i _V SllS
> centre an nister V1
jonship between lhTL; the Prime M . | ?gk\fln‘ilfs
AV T 1 «\Whe NER)
Ve unedbyle]auok arih’s poem WL'keN"aﬂgom'I\?miludc on
- 7 . > T 1K = teieal g
finds mention in Nong %I/atchi” Silence - The lackadaisica rdiihe
; > ire - eter) towards
Shillong, Bamboo Poles iras well as satire. Prime Minister) €
. 3 C ” =Y
Poem s laced with hun’lO‘i‘ - (includmgﬂ]‘“ _
. g jann: . annc .
the part of mainstream Inc inthism
sated in
Northeast is unequivocally bmtiis
> > We
But when he came. ht{ ; of sirens
only the strident sounds
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like warnings in war-time bom bings...
tle came with twin objectives

amission for peace and progress.
Buthe was a rumbling in th

aprattle in the
Shillong,

e clouds

air. (Nongkynrih, “When the Prime Minister Visits
Bamboo Poles Watch in Silence™)

Inaway, feelings of alienation run rife i, the works of almost all
writers from the northeast, The Secessionist movement that triggered
offin the entire region was as g réaction against the fee| ing of neglect
eXperienced by the people of the different states of the nOrthE}St
Against, what came t0 be looked as the arrogance of the neo-colonial

onvey the feeling of resentment and a history
lows in the same poem:
And some say he cam

homing in like a miss;]
and left flying like an
In betweep?

Some say he dropped

like a falling star

aad Was sighted |

Y afew
dlsgmntled leaders.

€ Came like 5 threat
and SCam-staineq Ministerg

regime. The lines Which ¢
of neglect ryp as fol

€
5

arrow,

efused bomp, (Nongkynnh, “When the Prime
Ster Visitg Shillong Bamboo Poes Watch iy Silencey
" “Chanote of contempt towardsg Politica] 'epresentatives for
1 gmg_; M duplicitoyg rhetoric anq Machiavellian realpo] d
Mention jp Chandrakanta Mura Singh’s POEM “Of 4 £ i ltf( e
he Minister hag neither inside NOr outside .
HNoalr no fertjle soilon g Sandbank
€reare only words. (<Of, Minister )
¥n AWway, it can be said thag ideolq ese 1
Praxis mogt often tend ¢ Cmerge fiq i zp - evolutional'y

TR B LS
MmIssIoN s
m

. 335 ical

5 ex ]d‘-olo}.‘:)' 1Y

achieve one S1C¢ ot NWever

{theirilk. The zeal o achi th sincere idealism. H¢ .

2o ¢ . - 5 r PN C .

e, LmlL 1eis young and filled w ! outh wanes and stren ¥

strongest when one 1s ) = k of one’s Yo ble. Desmond L
= =3h C.

c1eally U-n‘l'L"n‘:i -eharts

1es physicall ignantly chart

onary spat
with age. the revolutionary sp :
N "this sort beco QA oW X
engagements of this bOIlbt-'; mphony of Sorrow p01 Jle-aved poct-
e s poem TSYMpROTy - “the middle-ag N
Khanml\\phlim‘a; bl} sical deterioration of :] s intends Lo CONVEY
is ‘here the physice >t perha Atism.
th]bum.“hm} dl ut. In a way. the poet P]L u{‘)lﬂit to pragmatisn
1de Qo 2 Oul. - . ; 'S g
ideologue is ete lt.l : jealism must eventual 1) { works at destabilisi! ;
ter 1r at 1ded e a DS
the bitter truth tha . forccqLﬁi'b"-’lj"“"‘mblm1-01] country etC.. n?(‘ ¥
A msun'ecllomb. onstructs such as natl ' o-ul by the pessimist
salutary COnCﬁPtS TI -C. objectives. This is bome 2
often fail to realise their ob ; e
: e pocil .
tenor in the fourth section of the |
They rested at dawn. + old fram
I — ) ¢
vaitinglor the flﬂ} fﬁ‘ ;ut beoinning o tor
ith gc S
It was not easy with g
friend’s joints,
They called him _ lecture on the m
teacher and urged him to lec |
. nity.
to make blood sing about 3
id.an
We are one, they SHK_L - cribed inmemc les
our common history 18 lnts‘ tutorials in the jungl€
X id his share o
My friend did his sh ol
-actica
but he confessed that ﬂ?e Pl‘ sbone&
were too exciting for hiso r, they ha fSorrow’)
When the month was 0\’(13 lanu “Syl‘nphonyl'(::it)r between Neo-
. oy awni =] ~onpll g oel.
bamboo jungles. { Kk ::1 concems, the €0 dpirl Meghalaya p jon
T ecessionl ouse Cros
A_parl froms - ialism has been eSP_ (estimony 10 the :
colonialism and capi His poems beai
Paul Lyngdoh’s poetry.

~ . 5 )j
o i forcest
: tigable =
g =Y ]]deta J = . 1(“'}\)
o i the wake of ﬂ“"]-coll€£31i\’@ unconzc.lion
of values of tribal life in e ' ftering thei o
izati Onsume
globalization and co

-h betw _ ;
. The clash i)
- lture. 1 + oet seeming
o ey rand cu i the p
and diluting thenlfldclmn.yhl " hibited. \Nl-lh
and modernity is clearly €

advocate the former.

) o 1-@\.'i\'L‘.
e of their capuive o m
1C h ﬂan—)es 1m m}

agic of myths

emory of stone.

]L.
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[0 his poem ~For Sale”
Spawned by market force
has put up for sale varig
autistic land with its lucre-

" co > ~-£ “Snl
.Lyngdoh laments the crass materia -
b B g s o e a
s that has uprooted indigenous culture 1
“this battered.
Us “exotic” items. such as. ““this batte

' : inerals. medicinal
laden earth, /oy Precious minerals, medict

be nostalgically yearning for
ings of civilisation, especially the
Interventiop ofan alj made its presence felt in the
- Naga “OMmunities. The |ogg of roots on account

dominant js 4 cOmmon refrain reflected

lasin her short stories). Ao’s poem “Stone-.
People from Lungterok> ut the origin of the Ao tribe of

8. The poem seems to validate
and practiceg of th

€ Aos, their indigenous system
of knowledge, which despite being grounded ip primeval logic
(compareq With modernity’g standards)_iq totally self-sufficient. Ao
relates thyg the stone-people were
Poetic ang politic
Barbaric and balladic,
Owledgeable in bird’g language,
avage and sage
who s

Prang oyt of Lungterok. (Ao, «
Lungterg ’

Stone—people from

and whoge o

With the te 10‘;&: hl.StO €1tdid not Correspond

o Mplate impoge by contem rary POsitivistie historiogmphy

Otries t e T . ]

her anemzxseeltw;}sm,ycfj}f? }Stzi_lf%ht Y Claiming g, the uthenticity of

2 L] 1C 1d1f] erg |

Narrative Version. S kedly f

fom the ‘pyp|je: grand

lenceq becays

din Ao“s"l’ra)’
Stone

€rofaMong ith” where
eericslhh S

lage gate/

In mockery of my t‘("“n“t:_::li[:'
Once I stood ina tlcep ores
v 1 5 N

l\)/l[-0 L;:iﬁ:li;‘;‘; [t;lc. laughing L}I)ITI?& ofa Monolilh’:)} is bereftof

iy be : “Pra _ .

Sl;mdi“‘:l by my Sldc: (/:iiqslvle 31i'express,lonq.g;lilllgction for the

The brief, simple, wbollc\;ilyi informs AO'S pl;n. The poet seems
verbosity as well as C_Omili;tic mode Ofexpreszfa dominant cultur ei
simple, unadomned, m mmll‘uekto the inter\/entloﬂe Such ideologltlae

to lament the loss of l'O?t‘SiV”ise d. reﬁﬂe‘d orlllh-UIe would lead tod ;n

nasque rading o Taims ofan aliei}alll?g Cder fully underscore

e lgpdtcl::ft?ty and this fact 1s wonl

loss of roots and i )

e p'?;l:n one day some st.rangEIS
Came poking and Prymgj)/And ol
Stabbing at amound here moorings
They dislodged me trom.f(?g
They tore me from her Silled
Jey:Chipped and etise -oportions.

They gave me altered p'll(ljfoe
Tl e V'lﬁcczlrriage .
~trapped to a make-shi ver’ me the Monolith™)
And planted the ‘made-0 (Ao, “Prayer for o ni
As their new-found tropbY', tic impulse also igin of the hl_11 =
Such a valorisation C?f E}:]m}l:esre the mythical O_E,h% myth of 0“%‘“
~obin S zengquig il %cation ofthe Sa“]e\.vhere metaphysics
recounted through thce1 Pi'sfnné cultural memory
is based on folk wisdor

. ination
ical indoctrl
. the ideologica ths
reason. It is the ldepOnSible for suchmy
i te over becn 1res
appears to domina a5

or the
ing way fo

- oty that h by making We o
ezl ofratxonalg)’ﬁ tall tales, thm;byscwi“g their Se;llhsoc

origin being dismissed a: _ > for is chang
o e belng e S e‘(plomng - ears to echo thll-s (t:'s were

'ic humans e: ) 1 appears S s

anthrep(?centll >nda. Ngangom s po¢t hose animistic b
Materialistic agen cl-';f{)auun creeds, W

= 1 1 = e ll > £
ofmindset in erstw

upa boulder there...
ng

e,,{pression mn
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) . tten words
;:]ialced byf‘n_tl“OPOCCnmC concerns, thereby resulting in the rupture like tl'}e she} s Olf.forg»(\)fe once knew.
e\evsl).’mbﬁuc bond they share With nature in the pre-colonial past. recalling e\l/ery.l ,ltr;g
ines om the poem will iljustrate this f; - Time — whatiis it? d and mist,
H 1s fact clearly: : ho loved clou
. y?uand have seen/ only upheaval since our birth. [tis the symbol ofaman w S
I ecﬁge(;”as torp1 from the universal womb/ distributing Sontﬁs'i; ight, crackling words/in the memory of song
yoursilent cry, Now I can sing the bri ) )
Ou have beep carvecriy by ti begging forgiveness of butterflies, life. (Dai, “This
Tom your forests gr f){tlme aslam. a ﬁgb X ty that we destroyed in our hunt for hite.
ow flute nd beauty .
Oracular drums apd p, hs > Summer — The Cicada’s Song™) . ts an alternative
The anc; _Ymphs. » mang Dai recoult tives
iy ﬂ(;lentones. still speak of the time In““An Obscure Place”, Ma nted in history’s grandrl«'clff.a ¢
descend:c%?: ot Jofthe heavens history ofther race whichis ?ft fﬁggition. Here, the interfvglfégﬁci
and Primevy] clay aﬂdIWIth >ensual fingers atn ‘ PFOCeteds Onl.y t.hrol;gd t(()) not merely the decimation® embering
ey also seq émou ded your torso and breasts > rangers into their lives le d practices. Therefore, re- oct for |
and poureq rl:lecwthe c}ouds but.also their cultural mores an ar?d getting inspired by 1t th gsersity- .
o fashion yoyr silve: b Chffs :{f}elr acred history of stnv:)l griate in the present Statfho aiquisition
 Suchagyppio e bon . O VEangom, “Hjj ) tory does not seem approp is incommensurateto e 324 e
Ad.l Poet (and novel; With nature fingg eloquent expression in Theloss of dentity aI,ld ethnicity IS and therefore the S
fidens: elist) Mamang - p of fs and practices, the poem, thi
Olidentity g, account of j g Dai’s poems. Nostalgia for the loss sower sets of beliefs an false consciousness- In
dorninant moyig; nirusion of an gliey, Culture appears as a tulfilment is nothing more than fals
The Cj da’s (see-kg -d her poers, € poemn, “Ths g or— Idea seems to be subtly hinted:
the past When napype »zasuh) Song, Dg recalls the, glorious days of Yesterday we gave shelter to men
Umans, birds and beagtg ;ufﬁmﬁd Witha Verdant, Pristine aspe ciland who climbed over our hills y
ettt S had begn gy Ko Wit gay abnger However, such for glory of a homeland, they said,
attitude apg easing mor. JUe0tly ravageq by human’s cov those who know what knowing is, and the villages
ed ideolq, ifmate“.a"sﬁc trappings engend S°§’ \t;etorlfs and now the sleeping houses, the men
bealamen ¢ the “he. > T2ONS. The poerm. in that Se::: . yi z have turned to stone. - lent
| "OStalgia for e loss otfy hat we destroyed i our hung f pll).f;ar” Ifthere is no death the news is silen disturbed...
i IS :?rec . gmotifiy, D;Pe Cttered State of the past E; 1 ? . : Ifthere is only silence, we should be
| h Ss er] in SPoetry, as for instance in thi . u. See! They have slain the wild cat o sleep.
1* o Songs of e T poem: and buried the hombill in her materm
glng to r

i mist
The words of strangers have leq u; intoa
deeper than the one we left behind-

Weeping, like the waving grassland + ried
Wwhere the bones of our fathers are burl
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Surrounded by

thoughts ofbeauty. (D

Wind and The R
and identity ig reinforced by the
insurgency. The uto

republic is violent]
chaos. The followi

al."An Obscure Place™)

»the notion of loss of roots
devaslaling blow wrecked by
pian dream ol‘consliluling asimulacrum of an ideal
Y seized by forces of attrition. causing anarchy and
ng lines are brygg] in their imagery and implication :
There is a way and directly
it must be about guns, met
and the fegr (¢ climbs th
When oyr Names are wyrig

ain™

now
al, dust

€lrees ey

Cry night
en

sing son

&s of slaughter, and

ares the
i ioi she compal
“S0ciety and religion. She

veythe
intends to con

g intends

. she perhaps

in the language of subversion. She p

outin the languag

> things
ter all the thing
1an aftere .
l " qnenyomen 21X hllm(; Pﬂtl‘iarchal order- fz.
dea that these “whores” ¢ .stablishe s o S
s [thY e challenges the establ her identity asa ‘M
said and done. Zote che 2

ause . {rv.
ped wanten ecas fher writing poetry
Sustaining these stereotype 50

: roces
inseparable inthe p
and a *Woman' are inseparable

- t1C1SIT1 Of
3 .ms is her to
ident in most of Mona Lolef l{;n-womeh semb
What is evic ent § ‘fa

ction of

the constr.u. o

qut?tswith no indw1c11121ﬂl11€t31fr

’ “Qweetness inall o
t they escaped

and criti
be as pure as that ot‘thC‘MadO:iI;li’. who are
the ;pCl'fCC[ dauglltcrs‘ of'the S‘OG -whor35, ha.\r'e X
Mona Zote proclaims that thtg scders of society L'In
ways”: they might be On.the Q uld ensnare t_hem ld'feel inher poems
Molding plastics that society Wo ist sensibility a0 xtent. There 13
: . gt odernis ignificant EXtEE agery,
Thereisa d‘s““.dwzmi* S.Bliottoasien . wbing schalant
that seem o be 1}1SP'red Sgon', theuse Owal\e;im an air of nf;n;gister
abrutal candour ;ni:?:hom of omai_ﬂe;’]tz’d jacy of tone an
, st
Elaliiczls:l)l?/il:rf;l?cit throughout. The 1m

ell.
v l.ate aS Wi -
alue, which seems dehbetual vaculty,
R hock value,
E€nerates an element of's

ace, SpIIU * - e
t of men mena
cterised by an elffmenThe source of the ¢ that the
ler Poems are chara r determination.  be wrong to assuﬁf]‘; violence
and lack of purpose o ) |d no , e — .

) T, AT WOLIEAE icationhe . eritage.
difficy)t to guage. Hﬁwl\e]f;theast is the 1mplgr?o to erase mbalck;l and s0

. e (=4 ur

Complex history of t enocide, the ?tte_m preign ofthech means 10
and Neglect, the cultural g the authoritarian «hat Poetry ace looms
the ravages of mS‘J{gCHC{’ient in her Poemfforeboding men
forth. The above is e;ilch an implication©
Emesting in Peril”inw

is fact:
i{lustrate this
1 clearly illus
| flines from the poem Will cle

) - 1c of beef,

Poetry must be raw llk? a S‘SS of swea !
should drip blood, 1‘emlrldly :dermal cn'mc1 P
and dusty slaughter and the epq d.(Zote. “Wh
and the sudden bullet to the hez
Emesting in Peril™) obe

InAnti-Love Poem”, 20“3 S)(;‘Zr;iripﬁv

Catpoet Allen Ginsberg’s style ¢

Octry means to

American
of
» [nterms©

) e
inspllfd byt
¢ “free verse




the content, the poem busts
idyll, those aspiring toward

allmyths related to romantic love. pi-]SIOI'U]
s the common brotherhood of humanity and
eals. which this genre thrives in. The poet wants
her poem, however hard and b tteritis. Sh_u:
onochromatic truth which does not have a hi-
igitized form. The sel

fits own artefact. the peculiar ve
owed by
- are rendered with such clarity.

ksa triumph on the poet’s part :
mto be stuffed in th

bagsand manhand

ential terrorist, g
ong with televisjon

torepresent the truth in
wants to represent the m
definition pixelated, d
interrogating the status
hegative assertions fo||
love and longing etc.

rsification. the
honesty. and

etinfoil ofan aborted ideology.
led at airports and international
tuffed in a fat tapioca leaf and
Spume and academjc chins...

cally claims to revive the dead, convert

e ]aundry waiting at the start of day
perfect button

Withascholar™s perseverance, Thread
and need|e at the ready. ..

It 1S a poem Celebrating the impossibility of arrival and th
Necessity of Violence, because these l0o are constants of the whol
sad untelevigeq truth,

Itisg Poem that ha
‘orto Write

I

Sagreed to cop

Spire against itse|f
dpoem against

love youm

ust first haye written a
> Anti-Love Poem™)

f-reflexive mode of

positive ones, the ambivalent nature of

expression.
e fexpressio
iehts. and treedom o _ .
i women's status. human rights. e 1ssine on the plight of
RIS, Wi R ussing ,
E?gdll-L' slfingsgremostly goliie’ imi ymen. Her poems
“hangkija’s writings ¢ P eecod W _ o
nl'l‘rciil‘{liqed groups. especially Oppl‘w“ﬂ_. -timised by patriarchal
511(' cl 1 tlh w:wc% of women who are often vic try an implicit hope
rticul; e s SR .
I m d[Cl vever, there can also be fel in et polL ictims. to subject-
lorms. However, ) ) DL VICHIERLD, Sk pRED e
for women to be liberated from being trappec lv and working in
alk cctively d ) .
Positions acquiring agency to speak COH:L quitable society. She
) Ve = = i P a o i C N >
solidarity to realise the formation of'a genc ‘"11 h&qclveﬁ andcalebeate
s C by T . < ‘
aspires for the women of today to believe int n.d e el camdt
dST R 3 - )
their self/womanhood. Her poems are marke thartic. For instance.
w C . ) . .
Which could be unsettling at times. but mostly ca
eheou o X o ; she states:
inashort four-lined poem untitled poem. s
I'see it nowhere written
That your unironed shirts
Deserve my attention ki) .
. ~ an a, n ,}
meﬂmnnwﬂym%m“m“iChciémORdUPmlwome ins
The poem challenges the norms irit of defiance mﬂm?
' ociety, andinasp ; -
Conventional patriarchal society. anected to supervise overm 1. This
. ~ :in(‘ exp F . as well. N
oy Totionof WOme?bL :t‘women’s subjug,ahon: e
Ouse es are a form T ieses,
h(.)ld chores indication of her stance on'wo o hout out for
o Srvesaclearindicatl ine in their voices that ¢
Poems are short yet overwhelming 1
¢ ‘Womery’ ed”. C
’ red’,
‘Ofa Peonle Unanswe ’ Was
Inthe poem, “Ofa People . from where agency
Mher response regarding the space
Don’t waste your time
Laying out diktats
And guidelines ‘
Onhow to conduct my life

N Matters personal and politi

1 ivalent
hangkija is ambiv d'lL.
ponils emerging:

“q Pe \ N
cal. (Chankija, “Of a People

. A
he wome
self: second, of t e
She could be first, talking about hersell: sec munity. There is the
5501, third, the identity as a “tribal” of her com

Statu
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possibility that she could have spoken on behalf of all the three insotar

" L o T a/Zole.
asthey all represent marginalised subj ect—posm.on.s‘ Like 11\11011’.1‘/ ; | :C
Changkija reaches out to appeal to the humanity in the readers. S

gives aninsight into individ

uality and that of being a human being. not
that of one who is defined

by social norms or identity (see Liz Rallci).‘
The language of contemporary women writing from the Nonh—%‘asl 1.5
thus subversive and coyld be placed in the order of what Julia Kristeva
termed the “semiotic.”

I11

ries from the region, | will attempt
ntity politics in relation to miljtari St‘d?
ith the representation of queer identity in one of

Now, coming to a few short sto
to foreground the issue of Ide

society, and end w

Introduction” to The Peripherg] Centre: Voices
1(2010) states:

nhave faced
ut what it me

Osay that wome

violence in Situationg of conflict j
) ‘ 1ct1s
to state the obvious b ans j

in terms of the short-term and
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- analvsed.
- emdied and analys
; is still being studied at i
long-term impacts is something that1s ml]‘ bﬂ S exual violenee, qk
[ 2T [@ LWL Do B B . i gen ) N
\(?:;I:'l uth > most obvious impact1s [.Jh} Tmed exposure to br umht;
n; : o 11-%‘““1]0 2 e BOLIEES :'111'ia1‘cha1 society have
oV o1Ccal SCc & s o .
1’5}1‘7 ;O st tions placed on women 11 a pe i
ane fhe restricti L 7 >ir well-bemng.(1Y. > political
i ion have defined thu_PO“, oa
L l: L ind ethnic assertion hd ndence period. Nage
NSUrgency ¢ ‘ i L o
landseape of the Northeast since the post l*tor\pfmtllolog}f’fhcs‘; H’lll]
g SLQDU la Ao’s stories from her short-S fnoSt all her stories. 11
writer TemsulaAo’s s S 1

& 'n a . . o h\rCS
< srsanevds d trope 1 r affects the
Tollad T > has insurgency ¢ ) insurgency S
. d“\"d. HOllnL h;mn’es we getan idea thatil“ nder lines. FOrlllbtdél.(.B
X g these s e Jacs and g€ 1 aciding
C\,p]lorlm le cutting across race, class. anp nabaand Khatila. res! ;":i
7 S A =] " c. PUrle " 7 “1¢
of ch leop Ll Major.” achildless couple. e of patriotic fervourt 11e
o B uic J rwave g Sipii
. l?“ ) un:] (s enmeshed in the new W al noed them into a struge
- 7 L 3 ( &) .
e tion of the people and piung 1
5 o iy 0 : - te: e
swept the imaginati ; > Indian sta - young peop
= tthe lt ic talk; young
N -e1onty agains N - nublic 5 - nt
forNaga SOVETelE] } Zizpcl]dence becamep Zters with governme
The subject i fheir peersin encg uli“patriolic’ warriors o
g > OX )]Olts (€] - . 0]
SPokeinf ;Lth o ager (0 join the new bdln @) o
forces and were eag ~m ‘foreign’ rule. - gureent group.
,‘ reigl d insurge
: : d from "10rcls AFOTOUN
liberate their hom_eiaﬂ rriors refers to the lmd”fil_j which had deplo.\’lEd
: otic wa : 1al centre, _ ut the
: Hele..pa‘l le implies the neo-lmpen in the state to flusho <
while foreign rule imy 1assive numbers 101 in the story documen
R 5o o 1 11 . Sirther
Military personnel in { aroups. The nal'fawf_ty forces, which furthe
o insurgen suri . i arating,
L dergroundinsurs I:miﬁed by the sectt pillaging, mclnemt!ni_o
the horrifying deeds Cf m the mainstream. opTe were herded in d
: : le tro -actices: pe : >ni. an
allenate-d e pe()]?were common pI aCt'f virtual impl'lso.nmL o
o ATRINE B W illage and keptin ch a scenario, Pun
Camps away from the :j graped‘ Under su
. ted an
Women were moles

‘o wife to join
- leaves hiswie 10
. B te. leave 1t
ilitant idealism and love forhis S‘at When the govcmmelI
filled with militant 1defa hurse with her consent. « 10 seek out the
- * 2 . 8 CO y ¢
anmsurgent group, 0

ity force o
. security 10V Jino and arson.

et wind of this affair. they send illagers with herding ces if she
bsconding militant, They threaten they f dire consequences
dbsconding militant. : SN
and 211;0 llil'e'uen Punaba’s wife Kpaullqireqbouts,

’ Thand’s w i
attempted to conceal her husband

33
PRAPANCHA © 2

L;___




The officer threatens her by saying - ~“We knou{ how. to d_eal
with women like you”, obviously hinting at forcible physxcgl wolahon:
However hard the security forces attempted to quell the insurgents

revolutionary designs, the villagers become more sympathetic towards
the patriotic cause of the un

derground militant group.

Insucha fraught, disturbing scenario, Punaba secretly comes to
meet his wife at her home. However, an informer sentamissive to the
security forces about his whereabouts, [t is Khatila’s sheer presence
of mind which saves her husband from getting apprehended. She
Smears his face with

S00t, and makes him assume the look and posture
ofaservile domestic help. In this guise, Pu

naba succeeds in escaping
from the house evep after the security forces cordon off the house
and its surroundings. Even though this story ends on a happy note, the
ambience is thick wit, intrigue, and it is extremely vitiated. Actually,
the resentment against the security forces deployed by the state is
deeply entrenched ip the hearts of the Naga people. It is a source of
trauma for many, for both men and women.
Inanother story of

oo Temsula Ao titled “Soaba,” the fear psychosis
E1ppIng the people

Was exacerbated by “words like convoy, grouping,
curfew and *sityation’ Wwhich began to acquire sinister dimensions”.

assive deployment of secunty forces; ¢

their “extra apm g and “guides™ to
smoke out underground insurgents’ hideouy

15. These were design
mment. The

ated
Irpurpose was 1o undermine
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.. Such a militarised
the Strength of'the underground insurgent groups. \llﬁh;:] ?1 inmocent
ot . "the storv of Soaba. a mentally disablec
Society is the subject of the storv of Soa . in a fit of rage by the
0Y. caught in the grip of insurgency. and leCd'm ) catl )1‘lhu: boy
“Ommander of'a dreaded 1lome Guard Squafj- Ihe d“fl ! (ﬁ between
*YMboliscs the death of all innocents caughtin the C'.Oblslti'j;“um the
Warring factjons. Temsula Ao. perh:apS- mwndcil’(;c l;:\’iné amid
Orrifying consequences to lives of common pec ‘uroencx' is stark
insufgency in militarised socicties. Her d}’p‘d.lon ot ins ﬁ;d of readers.
and viscera], thereby leaving an indelible imprinton the :] erword to her
Ssamese writer Uddipana Goswami, in the aft derstand
short story anthology No Ghosts inrthe City aﬁempw‘{:ﬂﬁ ~'\l'i\;\cl\C€
€ Psyche of the people inhabiting the Nonheasl.plagut 3 nessin
Protracted conflicts.™ She feels that “there is a lot of dar kesus
DGOple’S SOUlS". but there is also l]gh[ She feels thal whaf ‘;::lwn-es
anis ultimale]y the capacity to overcome this dm.knes: an; aken
alter storjeg from her anthology No Ghosts in the C lt)’»b W - a Bodo
Oa mofussil 1own in Lower Assam, Kalguri. B?r ?lt’ activity,
Slronghog, Which became a hotbed of insurrect‘; niza tribes or
°0{nprising of three minority factions — thfe Bodos, t eto such inter-
'Vasis, and the East Bengali Muslim immngran?s. Due - these
Tacig] dynamics_ Kalguri transforms into a militarised zonc. '\lkftancv o
Ulree. factiong striving for self-determination by taking up mi lbet\’:’é en
dipana OSWami’s “Colours,” the star-crossed ]qve aﬁa; rt rof the
. Adivag; boy. Dambaru, with a Bodo girl Deepti. daughte ulting
Y'"age headmasten becomes the cause of inter-ethnic claSheS. res fthe
n the Murder of Dambaru on the one side, and the devastation o N
odo Villageg as collatera] damage on the other. Deepti goes missing.
andjt jg : by the Adivasi attackers
. ater learnt that she was carried away by \ b
and gy, : he was picked up by
Securig, o4 1N @ mustard field. from where s , ntually
joicumy forces ang gang raped repeatedly. She SU.mved l(°)]'evet Bodo
idenoelI Bodo Militant group and get indoctrinated in the ml\ l:??nlo the
ey °8Y. She endeq Up surrendering and getting co-0p Lassistzmce
© rebgy ¥ SOciety with the government promising al]}'s‘oﬂs t:s killed by
abilitgie her. Even though Dambaru. her beloved. w
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aband of Bodo insurgents, she still joined this organisation. Thus, the
story uncovers the plight of woman caught in militarised society. where
they need the protection and patronage of powerful forces to remain
alive. The language of the gun becomes the only means to remain
alive and relevant. It remains the only pragmatic solution.

Inanother story “This is How We Lived”, Uddipana Goswami
recounts the horrors of women being used as pleasurable bodies in
militarized zones. The fear of attracting attention of the soldiers “made
Cvery woman, every girl, for miles around . . .to underplay her femininity,
never to be out alone, especially after dark. ... there was no point in
attracting undue attention. They eventually spot you anyway, and
Summon youto the camp.” In one such tragic incident,a woman named
Bogi bai was once picked up from her house at night. The next moming
she was found dead. The reason could have been due to her putting

Up a stiff resistance. The narrator attempts to understand the

psychology of the soldiers in committing such heinous acts. Perhaps.
Itcould be due to they

becoming dehumanized by the nature of their
duty. The narrator states:

These soldiers do not even have the illusion of fighting for a cause.
They face death every day for a pittance, to send home a few thousand
rupees every month. Out of that, if they spent fifty or a hundred rupees
on buying the bodies of our women, it does not seem like a bad
bargain to them. It is perhaps like a routine trade, an outlet for their
frustrations. .. we do not want to be killed, and so make these excuses
forthem. (112)

Women have to bear the pain, trauma and stigma of becoming
§exual Playthings in conflict zones. Ina way, they have to bear the
1gnominy of their bodies being invaded without their desire or volition.
Submitting to the act, however involuntarily, is the only means to remain
alive. Therefore, they say nothing, just wash themselves “ten times,

maybe a hundred, and try to forget it happened, till it happens a second
time perhaps, and a third. But if it happens even once,

. X i X We getused to
It, and inured to the ignominy.

" Such submission happens to be a way
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of like for women caught in militarised societies. and it constitutes
gross violation of human rights.

It would be of course wrong to assume that only women become
victims in militarised societies. The situation of men. 10(2' can become,
Precarious. This becomes evident in Aruni Kashyap s SI.mn- Sory
“Before the Bullet” from his short story anthology His Fathf’- i Dlsease(i
In Which a US returned boy Digonto. who stayed for six years an
completed his PhD, is shot dead by the army without the-Shghte-ﬁ:
motive or provocation. His only fault was that he did not dlsefnbal ;
from his bicycle while passing through the army camp on his we;}f
tﬁwards his house. He did not get down because he was not aware
the existence of this camp. T

However, his ignorall:ce was interpreted by the parafmhtal}’ f?rrgii
45 arrogance. A soldier told him that it was rule to dxsmOu.nt this
C){Cles Or carts when passing through the army camp. On heazga:%’v his’

'8onto promptly dismounted. He was then asked to s ed at his
Passports and other documents, which he obliged. They fook ked if
Passport ang went through its pages several timeg Wl}en k;e as -

€Y Were done with their checking, the officer, giving ima e
gave him Permission to leave. : i

However, the thought of meeting a confident, Engllslrl iie:rkamrigé

Merica-returned boy, possessing a great deal of W ?;boﬁicer.
chutzpah Wwhich came naturally to him, was unpalatszle o d from
This is becayse “the officers were used to submission, €arme didn’t
he fear that they had spread in the past five years.” Officers & don
like the confidence of men who had been educated in D?lhl- o L o t
Orthe US, What if the story of a young local man who didn't dlsrr'xl?une
from hjg bicycle, who spoke in English at the army camp 1 avi a:gp
Where People didn’t even know how to speak in Hindi, went ar?llarclasc.e

uld create ahushed confidence in the minds Ofﬂ.]e Vllla'getrh& head.

*T€ regarded as sufficient grounds for shooting Digonto msuliiected
toir US, in militarized spaces, it is not only women whoare ibjected

O Inhumgp, brutality and physical violation. Even men are sub)

ot
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; . Jirassertion of
to the brutal torture, sometimes even killed due to their asse
what can be termed as “toxic masculinity.”

. .- v Boats
Janice Parjat’s story “Secret Corridors™ from her anthology E
onLand has a queer theme. It can be ¢

onsidered as a coming-oi‘fgi
story, and could also mplyina metaphorical sense, “enming ou'[m‘ry
the closet to revea| the queer identity of two characters. 1 hF % ]
revolves around two introverted school girls — Natalie anc_l C a'x m;ci
Natalia harbours queer fantasies towards a classmate, a glrl.n.amqIy
Iba. She was besotted by Iba’s lithe body and used to SUHEP“FI?U“
admire it in the classroom. The lines from the story indicate this:

he wasn’tallowed to explore, Of
een expressly instructed not to
of chemistry didn’t interest her as
to which it belonged, she thought.

taste. That morming, the intricacies

much as [ha’s mouth; and the face ;
Was just attractive. Boyish, some said, but not for Natalie.
However, Natalie also kno

Wws that her desires are forbi‘.jden
he €ntrenched ang codified laws of patriarchy, which behevci'
‘compulsory heterosexuality” as the only legitimate form o
sexuality. Therefor

in*

€, despite a

he teachers for not applying to her
studies inside the classroom.

The other girl, Carmel, is reclusive, without friends, and is a
soft target of by

0ssiping by the other girls in the school.
€1s extremely beautiful, wi

"' a7 String of affairs wig, some naval
officers in Bombay™, which Indicated the Possibility of Carmel’s
siblings having different fathers. The girls o school circulateg Tumours
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. . > ... and
of “Carmel meeting bovs after school ... taking them home
indulging in forbidden pleasures.™ 1 of Ida’s eroup would
Natalie, who always wanted m‘hu Pa.n 01 She would lic that
disparage Carmel. merely to win Iba’s a?pp.x-m a } to the amusement
Canncl;nw]led of **old socks and sour 111111_" I\jm:‘ 1lhis group centred
Ofall girls, So. in a Wway, most conversaiionso leo :cd romiscuity
around Carmel as an object of “abjection” - hcrlﬁl LCLt =11)1ded to be
and lack of hygiene hcullure. So. as Nata]_le Pfle(; (e preséiine

eleronormative in the presence of the girls. ar}d mdggy;und's school.
ofa*secre Passage™ that led to the All- Boy’s St. f her confidential
only tq impresgs Iba, she was apprehcx?swe that l110 besmiisetet
informagjoy, turned out to be a lie, she might turn ou
“scomn” in the eyes of Iba. : ity of finding
Therefore, ;ll the girls looked forward to the inomzi Zs it was
that Passage, Although the passage could nqt ti)fdel'ision. called
Perhaps just legend, Natalie did become an (_)b-] ic { abandoned room.
S an“idior by Tba after they were all caught in tha d of a low, muted
As “Verybody left the place, Nalalie heard the SOw}ie sound to be the
SObbing, She was gripped by horror and thought t oop: $he ot
Work Of Spirits. As she made her way into another room,
that i Was Carmel who was in tears. -ards Carmel.
tis here that Natalie begins to feel empathy tow
o

.- spital
ilitary hospi

¢ learnt that this abandoned place used to beam

Uring the S

dmother
¢cond world war. She knew b(’:C_auSe llz;;g;i?e. Natalie
YA anwse and had et her grandfather, a British soldier,
and C

is fateful
arme] were irresistibly drawn towards each othi:-:'r by:il:nmnenh
“NCounter i 5 Secret corridor. It culminated into a pasblonah (Natalie)
Where (o World with its scorn and derision receded. and s Z tasted of
Was lefy With Carmel’s mouth, which was soft and ‘&:?:}Ti;a?ell silent.”
ears, Forq Moment, the ghosts around them, anfi‘“slues - like queer
his simple, poignant story raises severa _lj ' never considers
S having (o live in the closet; and how socie o n of compulsory
N o ality not governed by the notio

Subjec

t € Possib;j;

2C
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var: T queer
heterosexuality. People like Natalie would have to (;onmdllil::i i | '1['11cy
longings. which is often consic?ered to_ bea fo.ml. ,0 ;?Lrtluu.cndcr e
have to go on “performing” their sanctioned, stereoty ‘pe( E] ]y
as the act of “coming out”™ would 162‘1(‘1 to upsetting the s 3
constructed and interpellated notions of sexuality.

Therefore, itis necessary on our part to contribute to thf: 151:1:()) it
gender sensitisation, and in terms in which we ut'lde‘rst‘and g‘t.l’{)-zct .
Zs anormative category, but as a category that is llmlr}:dl, btt) :\ i
“slippage”, to what Jacques Lacan phrased as “metony

13 vty i 1'161_
displacements,” and Judith Butler termed as performativity™ in
study on queer sexuality.

. ; : ia, is

Thus, to conclude, Writings in English from Northcas:t I?d lh'lt -
. £ - = 1 1,

become more relevant as an academic pursuit, es;?e(:lally n 1% e

the University Grants Commission and Ministry of Human Res

p . e ia to
Development making it mandatory for all universities across India
include works from the Northeast.

in the way it is getting
being lapped up by
Nongkymik tilted F
published recently, i

Its growing popularly can be se:f:lcli
published by frontline publishing houses, an
readers. The debut novel of Knypham Smg
uneral Nights, a tome of more than thousanq pages
S getting rave reviews, with some critics considering
itinterms of it a

mbition and grandeur of conception as the “Moby-
Dick from Meghalaya.”

Itisindeed a matter of pride that respected
critics like K., Satchitanandan and J erry Pintohave been so profuse in
their praise for this no

vel. The future of Writings in English from
Northeast India seems

very bright and promising.m
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Unearthing the Ecological Grief

and Therapeutic Storytelling in
Easterine Kire’s
Sky is My Father

« Tanuka Bose

- ¢
“There is ¢ way that nature speaks, that land speaks. Most of the
lime we qre simply not paiient enough, quiet enough, to pay
attention to the story. ”

— Linda Hogan
Abstract;

d . € < L ; b 4 l[ll .ilJ
i ~ st |l[1!,|_ l [l]k d I
\ L n-dl\\\i:‘\ 1“ E‘Il\\'ikl\_ d Nl L'Li Ll kiL sLat X

shall alse foc
hig

: N et b ta. The paper
Khonoma community of -\*““hul?[»l-m[~ writings by
. " . LR Y :.:‘ :—' -

us on the ecological underpinnings of Kire
hlighting the m
Ctween humanp
and thepe

anner in which she has mcliculuusb cmiu'd. a b:fi:
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o ; oS
faced by these communities in a changing world. This literature se
as a bridge. connecting the past. present. and future.

Hailing from the verdant lands of Nagaland. Easterine Kire is an
eminent wordsmith, wt

East Indian literature. Through
storytelling,

10 has emerged as a captivating voice in North-
her evocative prose and lucid
she weaves a tapestry that intertwines the delicate threads
of human existence with the sublime interconnectedness of the natural
world, evoking a profound sense of ecological consciousness. Born
in Nagaland. Kire is an accomplished author, poet, and translator.
Through her writings. she has explored a myriad of themes SUCh. as
cultural identity, history, gender. conflict. and social change, provi(-ilnf_l,
insights into the complexities and nuances of life in the region. Kire’s
works has often drawn inspiration from the folklore, myths, and oral
traditions of her own state, Nagaland. She has defily woven these
cultural elements into her literary narratives, thereby giving voice to
the struggles. ambitions, and resilience of the Naga people. Through
her storytelling, Kire captures the essence of Naga society, delving
into the historical experiences and contemporary challenges faced by

the people of her community. In Kire’s literary oeuvre, the luxuriant
landscapes of Na

galand emerge as vibrant characters, imbued with a
palpable presence and agency. Her writings serve as enchanting elegies
to the fecundity of nature, unearthing the intrinsic bond between the
human psyche and the encompassing environment. Like a skilled artist,
Kire adoms her narratives with vivid brushstrokes, each stroke bearing
witness to the awe-inspiring beauty of the Naga hills, the mu

rivers, and the dense canopies that cloak the land.
Between the year 1832

rmuring

2

g the coerced conscription of

Nagas into servile servitude. Within the Canvas of this lavishly intricate

historical narrative, whi stands as the inaugural Naga opus in the
English lexicon, Kire’s work entitled Sky iy My Father animates the
Khonoma of the 19th Century—a topographical bastion ensconced

ch
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Sk“mlshcs with

th rival hamlets. apex predators. ethereal entities, and
© British dominion, Fyery individual bore a profound attinity for the
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demise of 4
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with ecological motifs. she urges readers to reflect upon their own
role as custodians of the Farth. imploring them to embr
sustainability and environment
River Sleeps. Kire embarks u
asa profound allegory
Throug

ace a path of
al stewardship. In her work. W lien the
pona soul-stirring odyssey that serves
for humanity’s connection to the natural world.

hthe arduous journey of a hunter seeking a mythical river. she
paints a vivid portrait of the

transformative power of nature and its
ability to instill awe, humility. and introspection. The cascading rive T
ancient forests. and soaring peaks become poignant metaphors for
the magnificence and vulnerability of the Earth jtself
Kire’s Writings resonate with an ecocritical sensibility. urging readers
toreconsider their place within the intricate tapestry of the natural world.
In her enchanting narratjves. readers are invited to embrace the
interdependence of 4] living beings, fostering a reverence for nature

that extends beyond the confines ofher literary works. into the realm of
personal and ¢ol]

ective ecological responsibility. Indeed. her ecocritical
explorations serve as an eXquisite testament to the influence of literature
in not only encapsulating the beauty of the natural world but also
awakening a collective consciousness that nurtures an

d safeguards the
ms that grace our Earth. Her words are ensconced within
an ecological labyrinth, invitin

greaders to embark upon a journey of
Cnvironmenta] Stewardship and to embrace the symphony of life that
everberates wj

thin the intricate tapestry of our shared planet.
hen vieweq through

an ecocritical lens, Sky is My Father
reveals a profound exploration of the symbiotic relationship between
humans and the hatural world. Kire’s evocative prose encapsulates
the intricage interconnected

ness between human beings and their
surrounding environmenl, S

howcasing the transformative power of
Nature and the pr. i

1€ stood watching the castern sky with the
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d €en embracing progress and preserving
Clwee ity Mviting readers to reflect upon the delicate balance
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consciousness. em
humans and the natural w
resistance and resilience
of the Naga people, thr

phasizing the profound interdcpmuicnce 'D‘C 1"‘::’;_
orld. The novel also delves into lht..lnt‘w. -i{
in the face of ad versity. Kire captures 11_16‘5])3110
ough Vikhwelie. Levi and Apfu’s Smmh““]ml
ages of conflict, displacement. ang Cl? ] t:\ii
ghthe journeys of her characters, especially Ll t :
she portrays the strength and determination of the Naga com mtuj. ni;
highlighting their ability 1o adapt and navigate through chzhlcngl -
circumstances whjle holding onto their cultural heritage. Afier] ,Cffll 5
manunfortunate incident involving Penyu, one of the elders of hi

: Ny . ame of the
Ttis warriors jike Levi who carry the nqucgo

off places and make others respect us.” (Kire 135).

» Easterine Kire’s

kv is My Father emerges as 33
€cocritical masterpiece, blending the realms of poetry an :
i - Through her evocative 1magery. Sh,"
with the natiiral world, to recognize Ih?”:
brace a sense of responsibility towards ll(‘;
Uy serves as a testament to the pl‘OfOL_m
impact of Nature on gy physical. emotional, and spiritual WC”'Pe”?g'
reminding ys of the urgent need to nurture and protect the fragile
Ceosystems thgt sustain us al]. m
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Documentaries and Short Films
of North-east India

= Jayanta Madhab Dutta

After generating w
documentary_. Haobam
Mention i Mumbaj Inte

ide discussions at differe
Pabal Kumar received t
mational Film | estival (

ntlevels, with this
he Critics Special

MIFF), 2006, many
82 O PRAPANCHA

afterwards. 1 got the opportunity to watch 1t as a

f problems like insurgency. natural calamities.

commentary.
who a couple of years
national award in feature film
1IPo in 1990). had received the
al Film in non-feature section.

more to follow
Di_micipam ofthe 35th FFilm Appreciation Course jointly oreanized by
“1lm :and Television Institute of India. Pune (FTII) and National Film
?Jﬁ?l;;:zf‘]“dia (NFAI )_in 2006. With this u‘nccdn‘lc‘. 1 am I]]:lkillg 1
Films a1;d It)mpi to cnmpdc a shor? cnmpcndmn_l 0.1 :\‘Lgmtlc;ml Short
>3 OCUmentaries from North-east India. The north-castern
Ili?:dzfs:];;ml‘nlr):' 1\ consisted of eight slutcsl—.f\ssam.. :‘\‘1'1111;1c11111
Sikiing, D ivCinf_DL'u‘. Nagaland. :\«-1cgh;11‘a_\'a. :\-hzoram.- I ripura ;1'nq
e, all Iheg(:lm%}; in culturlc_ lam_t:'uugct food. dresses. I‘Cll}_.llOLll.‘i ‘hehc_i.
region | >+ have made this region unique. But at the same time. this
Unep, 1]aS e
maim';}?‘j;ﬁglil i:thnic c]ash?s and asense o f segrcg:mion 1:mm. the
Ormags gy, nenlumll}lakc.rs of the region hia\'c made films of various
Anthmpol(; ic:l S locusing on m_\'rl.ad of issues. -
) docu:neman}d‘cthnogl_‘aphlc documentaries
1_1011dhu1-y1 a Wel]akr} hlnn}]akm‘g. records say that Kamal Na_ra}'an
With hig film o nown film C'llrector from A§sm11. was the pioneer
e Independenc 1© hand‘loom Industry made in 1946, a year before
Cast i 1Tece; N Oflnd‘?. The first documentary from the North-
fily te I, IVed the nationg] recognition as the best anthropological
Colg Rl m_b;'l’;{ ‘Where Wind Blows Free (1986) was about the
ttllough ey d}fest;yfle ofthe indigenous people of Arunachal Pradesh,
tlm got selecteclir €cted by Chandra Narayan Barua from Assam. The
(lf'gthe tribg COI]]szﬂW?_award “forits faithful and authentic portrayal
‘-hegB, Utam o 1:/?5:19{ North-East Indl.a” the citation says. In
st estAy iOgrapi]): . HCS1 Sons o_,]fA_bomm.j The Misings brought
e I\l:d mm i emEtlr ] at the National Film Aw-ards Borz-a. who\
Ace lshlpg tribe, T £l el 11}6 East German.y examined the lives of
Carli.. ¢ian of the i was withoutany voiceover or
Cryy beg cglon S_her Choudhary,
Ry SOty (for St Music director's
"M Kang) M Bora's Wosob
Or the Begy Promotion
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Giving a vivid account of the dyeing colours traditionally r‘nanutaculti ;j
by thgtribes of the North Cachar Hills ol"Assam.h.Soum{.n.f‘ .
Dying Colours (1992), the awarded film m::}de a ‘. good LdSL'bal
preserving the arts of dyeing that have existed in many (ri
communities for centuries, the citation says. _ _ ‘
Amongall the documentary filmmakers of the region, Arlbz_nn §)’Hm
Sharma holds a special place. His Yelhou Jugoi (1 995),a 3>—mlfnlt€
long documentary presents the dance of Lai Haraoba, the afmual ritual
festival of the Meitei community of Manipur. It won the National AW?Fd
for the Best AnthrOpological Film precisely for “documenting
authentically and artistically a traditional dance form™. Previously Sharma

made another documentary Lai Haraoba (1992) that researched on
the oldest folk dance art fo

rm of Manipur. The meaning of Lai Haraoba
is the dance of Gos, The Monpas of Arunachal (2001)is aﬂ?tl_‘cr
documentary by him which delves into i of the Buddhist people living
inthe mountainous area close to Bhutan. It again brought the veter?“
filmmaker the recognition of the Best Anthropological (Ethnographic)
Film at the national leve). Another acclaimed film is Koihatir Dhulia

interesting documentary, The film throws light on the
of the Khas; peopl

€. This film alsg received the best
award in the National Film Awards,
Among other films that wop the same recognition at the natioﬂ?l
level is Tui Phakey (2007) directed by Mridy] Gupta. It is a realistic
Portrayal of Tai Phakay community of Upper Assam Boliya Pitair
Sohoki Sootal (A Dy

et with the River God
Mazid was also awarded in the same cate

age (2006) is an
matrilineal society
ethnographic film

gory. The film depicts the
84 O PRAPANCHA

-2007) directed by Altaf

dnnug] Strupo|

mdigenous en
Order, C riti

¢ofthe people in building check
gineering along
Cturned §
ongs of the Blue
4galanq_},
J

dams using rocks with
o e

the river Pagladiyva in Assam news Bhutn
ilmmaker 1 ‘tpal Borpujari's

90-minute long
Hills (2

)13). on contemporary folk music of

at featyres some 111>;ci11;liil1‘;l music as well as conversations
h.\.’etcran Naga folk music ~rponents as well as younger
I;rfarsggsnels. was wel| recerved imcrmlinnall_\' U“‘“‘lgh tilm 1'9.\‘.1'1‘\ s
Wap... ” Sothenburg ¢ uangzhou. New York. W ashington. Brisbane.
R:;zi‘r‘éesmhm'?#- 1-0 N & '1},“.. Produced by Centre for Cultural
- andlr:ammg (CCRT)

ot the Union Culture Ministry, the
ayer ol'cxtramrdinm}' documentation
thinking. Toices of Teesta
ary directed by Minke
‘1a1i0nship of'v

Embode“‘ lmiis prajsed for its]
016 Ying \Umgp concern and rational
i

: “Minyge documen t Lepeha, a
Deeling o ; l

4 arious ethnic communities
an :

pm gal with the river Teesta, The film also portravs
Nt indyeeq . . s

Moji Ribg: M Induceq Problems of (he local people along the river.

. S ” . o

Saboy > Minute documeng

ghlightge Tzi;gl(?uS bel %ei‘s. Of the adesh. The {ilm

SCreepe din chV”‘Val 01;111d1ge11011s faiths among the tribes. The film i<

<t . presuli?t e ‘01 'Sprm g Faith, D;emocracy and Women

Stivg) (YIDF : Llous Ymnagata Intemat]onal Daoct
ono »Japan, m2019.

ﬁhhm SYof Mg,

ary Prayers Jor New Gods (2001)
Mijiin Arunachal Pr:

mentary Film

Re akey from ;::h“_’ 1gva (;201 2) is directed by another wel| known
M Whep ashay, )\?mPU}E Oinam Doren. Thig documentary is about
pran U ang ;¢ %oa’ A Tangkhy Naga triba] musician from Ukhyy].
Wzser"mg the 1&28 > on Rewbep Mashangva's endeavour ip
Fil::lthe Begy Nthrg nO fo.lk Music of the Tangkhul Nagas. The film
Huntﬁwards' 2 ]eorg,l.cal/Et}mographic award at the National
anq j isS ’5201 8).a d()CUmelli Ch -L"p 0 (The Sherdukpen Honey
Dre\’ailedased € Custom o 11 gcﬁed by Kezang D: Thongd.ok
Aruhach Mong ¢ Sy ra monal‘honey hunting practice

1 sh ; Pen tribe of West Kameng distriet,

I meang honey and ‘]
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Unfortunately the traditional honey huntin

among the Sherdukpen community has been fast fading away. The

film was adjudged the best documentary at the 10" Dada Saheb Phalke
Film Festival Awards 2020,

Cultural and social issues

g practice and crafismanship

There are lot of stories in a multi-cultural society that catch the
€yes and imagination of the artists and writers including filmmakers.
In the north-eastern region of India, there is no dearth of examplles to
show how filmmakers recreate and record the stories in their visual
Spaces. For instance, with a sensitive and creative eye of the camera,
Dulal Saikia looked at the ife and hopes of the auto rickshaw drw'crs
inthe city of Guwahati, The commercial vehicle was a new introduction
for the commuters in the prime city of the region in the late sixties and

Saikia’s Wheels andthe Horizon (1971 ) received critical acclaim
for its poi

ghanttale on the subject. Gautam Bora’s Tale of a ri_vef‘
(1996) is another strong portrayal of social concerns as the film

Investigates h project created difficulties to the local

ow ahydro power )
people of North Cachar Hills. Aribam Syam Sharma’s Thang-Ta:

tof Manipur (1999

)is a documentary on a subject
that makes the indigenous people,

particularly the sports-lovers of
Im won the national award for the best film,
d culture category. Echoes of Silence (2007)
dby an FTII alumna Reema Borah for which

ger Zubeen Garg won Rajat Kamal for the best
n-feature,

€ 1s another

the region proud of The fi
non-fiction, in the arts an
isashort fiction directe
Popular musician-sjn
music direction ip no

Kivini Shoh
(2013)i

gifted filmmaker. Her 0 My Soul

1 ' eSS ! > Best Film on
because women were not in this protession. Itwon the Best

ure category of the 63™ Natonal l lll];
Tom Manipurto receive ationa
her the first woman from \ lanipur to receive a natic

ocial Issues in the non-feat
Awards makino
AWard ag 1‘111111;1111\'&‘1‘. Italso bagged another award as the hest short
documeny y

% . N v . . Y e A '\ .‘d
ary in the Audience ( hoice ata reputed online film fest
the Wome n's Vo

ices Now Film Festival in 2017, Hemant Gaba's
“Pan in N('g‘”‘”'dﬂ()l 5)is about the Anime Junkies oi‘\ugul;\md
(a gfoup thatloveg Japanese Animation and has more than 8.000 1;‘ms
on jtg Facebogk bage). As they organize their second Cosfest
: Stume Festivaly in Kohima where youngsters from Nagaland :dnd
EE:::Q(} i bStﬂ[CR‘COI]?C dressed in their favourite J ;1]‘1':111:‘3‘0 .-\31: l:;:_
Cultype 'S the film highlights the underground Japanese Anime

! Agaland. ¢ ig produced by the PSBT (Public Service

° 1 1 - A AIe
oot the e Tnfsl) and the New Delhi based d_l rector spent days to
Iy my_g““)’ of the fanfare associated with the Anime.
| ﬁlm E 7 usty Morning (2

2016). an nteresting and flamboyant short
teaCher od k.)y re”?\’v?lcd flircctor.l ahnu l}ama 1S a.bout a i’cmglc col\lﬁe‘
Varigyg oS Sulfering from he Alzheimer's disease and it unfolds

Problem faced by her family. The director focuses on the

“dpro, aled to the disease and the support of the famj ly
s mgye
ofc uc

lour 00, Si_luaii(_)ns. Ranjit Das docxunentag Holithe lSTpirit
6)isa highly acclaimed film. The director shows the

tsa\l, Ofthe Barpeta Satra, or how the Hindu festival of colours
Yearsj, 0?]; gr I:aku‘\)va 13 t.)eing celebrated for more than fOl.Jr hu].qc% red
ang Cultyy, ©Prime Vaishnavyite mstitutions of Assam. and its rcl.1 gious
It fi eWOL_“" Among the devotees in Barpeta town. Meaningful
filmyy, ram le.ss N Comparison, Among them. young Assamese feature
a‘ttracted oyl Barualy's short film Liakar (ItRains in the End. 201 6)
life ang ive?(ebans- It explores the fragility in individual approach to
“CNtrg ara;tmodj alnis used ag g metaphor of repentance of the
Yabyg <on N .01 the film. gy ighways of life a documentary directed
begy fil, . uCt_Or Wmed filmmakey Maibam Amarjit Singh. got the
Ardin the imemalional competition of the | Liberation
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Doc Fest of Bangladesh in 2020 and fou

rawards including best non-
feature film at the 13

Manipur State Film Awards 2020. The 52-minute
documentary portrays the hazardous Jobofthe highway truck drivers

who are ferrying essential commodities for Manipur, a landlocked state
amidst blockades and violent protests.

Issues of political and other conflicts
Pinky Brahma Choudh

ury is a post graduate in film direction.
from FTII, Pune, and her

gripping documentary Duphang-ni Solo
(An Autumn Fable, 1998) was selected as the opening film of the
non-feature section of IFF] 1999 (the International Film Festival of
India) in Hyderabad. The touching documentary depicted the tra.uma
and agony of the Bodo people in a violence-ridden society with a
meaningful exposition ofa folk theatre form Gaan which becomes a

way of critically looking at contemporary socio-economic conditions
through storjes. Gopal

Menon’s Naga Story: The Other Side of
Silence (2003) is about the history of struggle by the Naga people
uses suffered by the Nagas in more thaﬂ. 50
dia. The film elaborates on the Naga pol.itlc'al
oldest movements on the nationality question In
South Asia, The documentary received acclamations that include the
“Spirit of the Himalayas® first prize at The Netherlands Himalayas

Film Festival of 2004 held in Amsterdam. Bani Prakash Das’ Distant
Rumblingg (2008) and Samujjal Kashyap’s Tezpur 1962 (2015)
are two Rajat K.

amal winning films, The fist one is on painful memories
of World War |t following the J apanese invasion of Northeast an_d the
Second one is about the effects in Tezpur and its adjoining areas in the

backdrop of Indo-Chinese war of 1962.

Haba Kynih Ka Syiar Kynthei (When the Hens Crow, 2012),
a54-minute long K has documentary directed by Tarun Bhartiya 18
about the mae dominance in the local self-government despite the
Khasj society being matrilineal. It EXposes struggles of local women
who carry the lineage and inheritance, but are not permitted to take
Participation in the structure of local self-government. The film was

and the human rights ab
years of Independent [,
struggle as one of the

88 © PRAPANCHA

SCreened gt the Y

(YIDFF) 2019,

Jit Baruah shows t}

Victim of atrocities cor

the stregy of Guwat

'S Dhemaj; 1, An Undefined Chapter (2015) which
OCumeneq th

. % vy s Jovet re l
amagata International Documentary Film Festiva
- - By [ Fe ) B 3 ALY
Laxmi Orang: Rising from the Grave (2013) by
1e suffering

and resilience ofa young Adivasi
girl, a

nmitted on protesting tea labourers on
12t in 2007, Baruah’s

another gutsy documentary
agedy:

€agony and disdain of people in the aftermath of a
astina Dhemaji school premise that took the lives of
ring the Independence Day programme on August 15,
aMagte:: Story Ofa‘f House is directed by Scsmo_ Y hc*{shu \‘vho lj;ld
fter Spec.ml_ﬁ]fmll?akmg from Royal Holloway, U J mvcrﬂty of London
Soph 13hlzlng o electronic cinematography t.r(l)m I: ['11, l"u_nc, and
Ollege WhO' did her Masters in film and telcvlsmn'fmm Ldinburgh
Yresid" I, ‘SCOtlan_d. Their short documen?ary isabout a Naga
nghligh SNZin the middle of the [ndo-Burma }tltcmatlcznall border.
Altent,, 8 hum eyond barriers. the film caught
d won a Best Director Award at

New Delhi in 2016. MNF: The

the N s, a};"ariﬁ?us film festivals an

Mizo 7, - SUFilm Festivg) held in
ntary by Napoleon R7, Thanga
mpetitive category in Mumbaj

Whicp \f:nsmg (2014)i54 docume
2014. It tells about the two-decade

agic bomp b
13 Childrep gy,

an relationships b

terng; ned in the non-co
0 .
lon nal Filp,

- Festival (VIER
g ) (MIFT),
T}i‘;rglency M Mizoram
a . _
doc‘-lmem Borpuja“ S Memories of a Forgotten War (201 6)isa
battles i On the Impact of the World War II on Northeast India.
Ought i, Imphal ang K.

refreshing N ohima. However the film stoodout as a
ﬁlmmak Storical theme, o

€Count oy hi
er’s curi i
Tous €¥es, which hag taken the camera from the War
Mo & “flung hilly are

alg
W © in g, as of N agalar}d and further to the cozy
R ey g, the Fag an‘d. Japanese ambience. A national award
Orpyiag,. SStHilm erigie aswell as for best film in Assamese.
soldiers from both sides face
as. the me
Japan as wel|

pening an investigating
livip,

Uja
Cach, OJ " portry

ther jp, 1 Yshow the

mories now enlivened
as old Naga villagers.
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Loralir Sadhukothq (1
minute long documenta
the fragmented memor;

ales from Our Childhood. 201 8). a 69-
v by FTI alumnus Mukul Haloi. is based on
ca oi'the director’schildhood in the backdrop
0f 1990’5 insurgency-related violence and its effects in Assctlm. /\
sensitively crafied narrative of'the film gives the tensions of the time in

o . . Yoo Bl iicpreened
adisjointed manner by With varied undertones. The film was scree
inmany film festivals including th

B . QO k
Yamagata, J apanin 2019 and also has beenincluded in the coursewor
of ‘Modern Indjan Studies” of Gottiy

1gen University, Germany. Khanj an
Kishore Nath's short film in the backdrop of a present-day Karbi
Oy with a Gun, 2019) presents 2
icts the story of a school boy who
1S way to school and knowing that

village, Kachichinithy, (The B
thought-provoking story. It dep
comes across a hidden pistol on1
1t is forbidden he develops a

secret bonding with it. The ﬁlndl
meticulously reveals many facets of Jife in a remote, underdevelope
trlbal I‘Ggion_
Biographical fijmg

In 1976, mus
a documentary, R
shows it is about t
making the fipgt

IC maestro and filmmaker
Upkonwar J

he life of Jyor
Assamese fj

Bhupen Hazarika m%ide
otiprasad Aru Joymoti - as the llﬂi‘
iprasad Agarwala and his slrugglf? ?]
Im Joymoti. Hazarika used the origina

Personalities in the northe
lives deserve special commemoration. Films, both biOPiC_a,nd
documenta_ries ir lives therefore attains great importance. Gifted
in from making documentaries on those
am Sharma, for instance, made Guri

goubi Devi (2006) on different dance

Manipuri dance and theatre artist. The film

0 noet refra
- Aribam Sy
Laimayum Thambaly
Movements of the great
Wasadjudged Begt Biographical Film at the 54" National Film Awards
for "the simplicity and grace with which the director has related the
Story” of the legendary arjst. Biographical films by directors from the

9 © PRAPANCHA

. aatival of
¢ famous documentary festival

egion ip different formats — short or documentany continue w‘.\'hn‘l.c
at natioy, All Alone If Need Be (1995) directed Fw,\ Ranjit
amal for the Best First Non- Feature Film ;‘l_l the
ards competition. It was about Sarat Chandra Sinha,
f Minister of Assam who w
and intcgrily. Prabin Hazarik:
lographicy] film award
m, Hy

Zarika showg the be
a Pandcy Baru
ar thSautam Bora's Sahitya Akademi sponsored dncm'ncnl;m. .Pm’z
Dhiloso ;Ossr(f‘?ff (2_(’)02) 1s about Nabakanta Baruah's poctry
GOIqmp 1% Oflife which i arem
200 's( losed-dool'~a11d—stu
Anothey important doc
Wdepyp,, < Mazid. The )
Cult-f,, rpas'uudony M Saura
relumaz . l-ltl\A_Ssamesc ‘litcrary world. : '
ideﬁtity frollnLEIm FronF ofthe camera, byt intelligently cn?n-ccaled his
e audience Noni, yYet another film critic-turned-
Capturer( mag € Saurqpy, Kumar C haliha: Profile of a Time
Storie OfS)- The film i aabout the literary works, parucularl?v
The o . © Urabh K ymay Chaliha alias Surendra Nath Medhi.
eNtary f‘l” "kno.wn Assamese (20053, 4 52~n_1inu_t‘e
of Vaig . “iected by Salim Ali Ahmed is about the struggling life
ar Sonaram Chutia. The film unravels the crusading
Mutia i Creating a casteless society and em
| . tlhiinfirg‘inalized peop’ie in Assam. o
s t““ﬂljoume Maker Utpal Datgy s By lane 2 (.201 3) highlights
b ) Ofan Assyy Pabitra Kumar Deka.

nese film journalisg
tribute to g Man who had devoted his
rag Saikia, another

al level.

as won Rajat K
National fj)yy, aw .
the formey chie as Known as a man ot
Principle v's Hastir Kanya (1996) won
at the National film Awards. In this

auty of Goalporia tolk music through the
ah.

and
arkable biographical film. Lakhtokiat
1‘1‘—insidc—thc-mngaxinc Syndrome,
tmentary directed by the critic-turned-
M is on Surendra N

ath Medhi who wrote
bh Kumar ¢ haliha

by which he became a
The director brought the

powering

hgam W, the

PRAPANCHA O 9]




i Mahanta. an IPS
(3013). The film was dirccted 1y Shaskar Jyot P\I/I ;h(l}i]::icl Assam,
officer and currently serving as DirecFor General u’w "0 -\&.-a.mi. o
rtrayed the visionary character of Pitambar Deva (JO?- 1d a great
f:as a \);aishnavite scholar, social reformer, freedom ﬁ ghlt.\ll?i; - T:U m
visionary. Sitanath Lahkar, a N a;nmrics. His
academician made two important gl e dary theatre
Mahanayak (201 1) is on Brajanath Sharma, lhe‘legeﬁl? d] )Lahkar's
personality who was the pioneer of mobile thcj,atres in Abb.aﬂo ;] o
other biopic Sagnik: The Preserver‘of Fire (2(? 1 Sh)' ISSan'na-
and literary works of an Assamese leftist scholar Sas 101 2i Ojah, the
Itoo madea biographical documentary film on Mo_t»c;j - ctrument
legendary performer with the Assamese Dhol (the folk musi

Py - 9)1s
of double-headed drum). The film Ganasilpi Moghai Ojah (2009)
about th

s oL . der.
e life and socio-cultural activities of this '_c.uh.mal Cﬂ;?iaonal
Recognising its archival trait, the J ury of the 2 Siliguri Intern
Short an

ort
d Documentary Film Festival, 2011, awarded my humble eflt
witha Special Mention, That particular festival saw
from Manipur winning

tew months later that fi

ayoung man's film
the best documentary award, and interestingly. 2
Im won Silver Lotus for the best first non—fiigﬁ‘;
atthe S9th National Film Awards. The film was The Silent Poet (2
directed by Borun T

hokchom. The film highlights th
Irom Sharmila who i

e poetic side of
S seen insi

dea high—security hospital prisonand in
her famous indefinite fast-unto-death hunger srike de

manding the repeal
of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA 1958). B.orun
Thokchom's another acclaimed film is I Rise (2020), a 52—_mmute
biographical documentary on ace boxer Laishram Sarita Devi, where
the boxer'sdesire to empower wo

men through sports is dwelt at length.
Shot overa period of five years, the film bagged the et documentary

award at the 9" Mumbai Short Internationa] Film Festival 2020 and
four awards including best film op Sports and best ay diography at the
13th Manipur State Film Awards 202(). ;

Rahasyar Bitchaku (Seven Hundred 7 Zero Seven, 2012).
adocumentary directed by Altaf v

azid is aboyy Ranju Hazarika who
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sat of
- v are facinoe the threat ¢
about the river dolphin of Assam and how they are facing t

lenapatl s
extinction. 4 River Story: Of Hope and despair (2010). %tcl;lli 11116
another film. deals with dey astation caused by the ﬂo;;l e
Brahmaputra valiey. Sesh Ashaq (2009) direclffd by Deep /']. i}an o2
asincere description of the sufferings of wild animals is lhf I\cl_‘/: Um:n
National Park during the floods. Old Man River QO 13). (Jidl . ;he
Bora’s exploration aboyt an old man and his relationship wi oard
river Brahmaputra and nature received the best documentary a he
in Assam State Film Awards. Bora has tried here to CXPIOIL_VCL
wisdom and deeper understanding of the old man about the ri

; . aobam
Phum Shang (Floating Life. 201 4). a 52- minute film by Haob
Paban Kumar dwel]

s on the problems faced by the fishermen OfIh:
Loktak Lake, the largest freshwater lake of the Northeast locatcdfﬂr
Moirang in Manipur, As g poignant, empathetic film on the fightfo
survival and the rio

rthe
ghts of fishermen, it won the Golden Conch for th
best documentary

atthe 2016 MIFF and the best long documentary
atthe Internationa

I Documentary and Short Film Festival of Kerala.
2015, among other recognitions.

: 1
Altaf Mazid’s Sapin Alun (The Broken Song, 2016) is abou
the Ramayana of the Karbi tribe in Assam which has passed down

enerations inan o form. In thig S2-minute documentary.

ral singing

Film including the Beg Agricultyr
Awards. Italso becane

the 7" National Sc;j

al Film of the
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. ; oy B “ance scattered in
explores the architecture and idols of historic importance scat
asecluded place covering 500 meters.

The Indigenous Games of Manipur (1
Sharma won best non-feature

category of the national filma

990) by Aribam Syam
film award in the adventure or Sporf
wards of the concerned year. Laier 1;11;
one more film, Manipuri Pony (2012) won the same aWﬂfd- F n
film is about the animal's contribution to the culture, myths, pﬁfi'qum‘vl;
arts, and the game of o, in Manipur. Interestingly, the sub}eCLZr
Ponies in Manipur and Assam has attracted the eyes of Otd -
filmmakers as wel|. Roopa Barua, a documentary filmmaker base ne
Mumbai, has made two important documentaries. Her Riders of th M
Mist (2015)is on the horse racing tradition in Gymkhana Club, Jor:

. . - . . = 1 One
In Assam. This horse facing tradition has been continuing over
hundred years. After

getting its premieres jn Houston, USA anC;
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, the film won the prestigious Eq“ua
Award in New York to tour the prestigious equestrian circuit. ROOp_S
Barua’s other documentary Daughters of the Polo God (20 ]_8) ie
well received in the international film festival circuit. The 33-minu
long documentary

; ) : onal
1S about the Manipur Pony and an internationa

Polo tournament where womep from acrogg the globe participate-
Actually, the birthplace of mod

) e : re
€m polo is India’s Manipur, whe

C;fmada. Tribeny Raj’s Sikkim Socce, Girls (201 6) is based on the
Glrl.s Football Academy. Ina gripping account of the dedication and
tia, the foung

o coach of Mangalbaria Girls
West Sikkim, the film focyses on the dreams
Tainees of the

Academy_ The film bagged the
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asy access to meaning of culture in Ll-nf\ | gl-\i]::_;.c;ui'\- and
Stern part of India has a myriad of .\‘111".1L‘L_i . ndwith
developing continuously—for all formats and genres ol h _{] kl-:sccnau'io
Changing l;abiL\‘ in filmmaking and film appreciation. th \\10‘ : roject.
S.SCCI]]S 0 have on|v \\'idcnczi the scope and posmh]llllllitgbtnlamémcr
"Nerpret anq c:\'plo'rc the reality. both past and PVCSC“L‘ oMol
Slory 1o relate thig evolving scenario with the challenges ar ly pursue
E‘Om Of the filmmakers who find it extremely hard to nzl ~031]| i
f mmaki“g in Uncompromising real but to market an: bL il
pmduetiOnS Nevertheless. shorts and documcnlal}tb v ofhope.
1 IonheaSI ¢ vying for perfection. and this is the best. a ray
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Emel‘gence of Northeast India
as a Region

~ Hima Hazarika Das
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Northe,

a east Ingj
[:;lig' e ymlngl;d;t}:;esifr}tly.consisting of'eight states, seven sis‘ters
Mo, n Uniop, The « €T, is §1tuated in the northeastern part of the
Sik;%-]al.ayas MiZora,even sisters are namely Assam. Nagaland.
‘ 1Sknowy, s 1\12!bAmnaCh~al Pradesh. Manipur and Tripura.
S : rother of these seven sister states. The phrase

NOtahy. . CUS “was fir : :
CJournaljy first coined in 1972 by Jyoti Prasad Saikia. a
Ang opq 15t froy

Of the o Ven Sigt " [ripura who later on wrote a book titled *The
e . V]S els R -

ven States of g to mark the interdependence and commonness

> O'the northeastern region. Thereafier, the nickname

im
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: onists across
became popular which has ever been used by social scientists
disciplines. i of India cOVErs

As per Census of 2011, the northeast 1 C}:‘IOI_] .L Hile it covers
3.78% of the total population of the Cmil‘t.} counti _\-_If’l“ e 1anleCkcd.
only 7.97% of the country’s total geographical area. : ; ~q Jumber
region shares a large area of international border w 11.1: The region
foreign countries without any access (o marine boundam%- 4 Bhutan
1S surrounded by Bangladesh. Myanmar, China. N{.‘p.al dj} poundary
The geographical location of the region and its int.ei:nalu‘)llt_lw question
makes the region very much strategic. raising India SISC%U” e gouth
atdifferent times. Similarly, forits geographical proxn}ﬂiy f? - stales:
East Asia. the region serves as the gateway to South East AsI?
making the region intemationally significant. . it me@

This work is mainly to give a brief sketch on emergence O - region
asaregion. We can examine the issue of ‘emergence of northeas n;ﬂ of
from different points of view, From the viewpoint of dismembet! :

i - Jaintid
different areas of great Assam such as Naga Hills District. KJ;?IZ‘,}:alﬂ)’ﬂ
and Garo Hills District, Lushai Hills District etc., Nagaland, Meg

JoW-
. oat Assam. N
and Mizoram were born ag SCparate states out of Great Assa heaste™
these three states have remained as separate states in the nort >
region. On the other

[¥]

hand, the emergence of northeastem r e:-l‘on,;'jguﬁl

studied from the point of view ofthe princely states like Manipur, ! b i

and Sikkim which maintained thejy independent status at the il " of

India’s independence butjoined with the Indian union in the cours o
time. These states are algo given separate state status in the Indian U

S ofthe northeast India. A€
Nagaland is the first state that came jpiq existence as a sepai? ,r
state out of great Assam. It js g landlockeq state bordered by m0ﬁ-1:0
state Assam to West, Arunachal Pradesh 1o the North. Manipt!
the South and Myanmar g 1

: the East, According to Census of 201
number of population of N

; 4 i an
2ealand is 19.78. 502 “The state covers:

]]3 > PRAPANCHA

. 1g 'cll
artof the northeaster ‘ i

rea of 16,579 3
adminjgy

that t1,

q km. Initially. Nagas had lhc‘ir 1nd(\.1kmi:-]:1[
rative system. It was only in the later part ot thc‘ 1 ‘)- Lm”uea
¢entire N;{ua region excepting Tuensang arca v‘vas m.LOIW‘“ ) s
e BlhiSh@ﬂi. From the very beginning. Nagas f\ LIIL
stinct identity. The formation Oi‘f\f'dg-a club. w hlL_.}
Was latey Onreorganized \\*itfl the name of Naga Nal{onal C Oucllklln
(NNC) Was a significant development in the history of Nagalmz lml
1946, NNC.inq resolution. opposed grouping of Assam in Bm::s
and Wanted the Naga Hills District to be included in‘an qmofm,m]:;d
S5am in {he indepgndem India. After independence of India, T\a‘ca‘ ‘Ll :
"Mained g5 Hills District of Assam. But. Nagas, under the ]e‘ac}el’?}z
o “Angam; Zapu Phizo, who became the fourth president of NN ,il
b Made 4 secessionist demand for Nagaland. Nagas ?e}\ :l:
OYCotteq the first general election held in 1952 in favour 01_1 ]‘".{1
“Mang Ofindependent Nagaland. They even placed such secessmglllj;
“Manq before the government which was strongly condemne] 7
= Fhen Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. On the other hand, hiséd
Allong| Convention (NNC ) which was formed in 1957 and v tive
Various Naga tribes made a demand for a separate admmlSl-l ak of
o Stem fo Naga Hills District out of Assam within the franle“fir dia
e CONstitution of India and it was accepted by government ° 112)69
S well, T legalize the process, the State of Nagaland Athi ‘f-nn;
s Passed by the Union Parliament. Under this Act, Nagail_f:ll:e T: —_—
Hil(i Kistence o "' December 1963 which consxstt‘id 01 6 stalez{
N Sand the- Uensang areas of Assam and becal?le t 1e. o
1€ Indig, Union. The state has unicameral legislature Khe te has
dgalang Legislative Assembly consisting of 60 sefals. The 513.1 1 o
One geqq n the House of the People and one seat in the (,?o‘_u.nq1 .
Hlates, I'eation of Nagaland out of great Assam was ll}c_ 1111J :ién.
"OWargs the ®mergence of the northeast region Oflhe Indian ——
. Megha]ay& full with its natural beauty and djv_erse d]]m(" i-uc of
. People |jk Khasi, Jaintia and Garo, is another important s {;er of
the Northeaslern I'G;g,ion. As per Census of 2011, total num

With Assam by tl
AWare of their dj
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population of the state is 29,66,889. It covers an area ol i;-ind
sq km.It is bordered by mother state Assam to the nm'k b
northeast and Bangladesh to the South and Southwest. Li : town
Nagas, Khasi , Jaintia and Garo tribes also had. their o
administrative systems during the pre-British period. But.1n thejc s
of time, particularly in the early part of 19" century. tthC\;‘/hcn
were captured by the British and incorporated with Assam.. g
Bengal was partitioned in 1905 by Lord Curzon and a new plovdmﬂr
was created in the name of *Eastern Bengal and Asszur?’ inclu -ez;
the eastern part of Bengal with Assam, these tribal dominated ﬂfl‘ e
became a part of this new province. These area in the name Od ”
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills District remained 7
integral part of Assam with limited autonomy. hich

[n 1960, when language movement took place in Assam Wi Of
demanded recognition of Assamese language as the official languageh .
the state along with Bengalis, these tribal groups also opposed SUC
demand. They became conscious of their distinct identity and "’“’ante d
topreserve it. In 1960, All Party Hills Leaders Conference was forme
inKhasi, Jaintia and Garo Hills Districts of Great Assam. The All party
Hill Leaders Conference made a demand for the formation of a separal®

. . am
state consisting of these two districts out of Assam. But, the Assqu

. Ao
government agreed to provide more autonomy to it and according
Assam Reorganization (Meghala

ya) Act, 1969 was passed and it 1
into operation since April, 1970, Later on, the Union Parliament pass®
the North Eastern Areas (Reorganization) Act, 1971 This Act grant€c
full statehood status to Meghal aya on Autonomous status and Meghalay?
became a notable state of the Indjan union in general and the northeaste™
region in particular. Meghalaya became afull fledged state of the India”
union consisting of 60 seats in the unicameral legislature known a5
Meghalaya Legislative Asse;

. mbly. The state has one seat in the Rajy?
Sabha and two seats in the [ok Sabha.

Manipur is another state of the northeastern regjon. As ¢!
Census of 2011, Manipur had a totg) Population o}"g 55,794

(14 ©» PRAPANCHA
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Covering an area 0f22.327 sq km. The state is bordered by H:;jf
Indian states namely. Nagaland to the north. Mizoram to 1hev > ne;
and Assam to the west and one foreign country namely. M)’.?nr]if-:s
Lo the east ang the south. It was ruled by kings f.or‘ n.lan}’ Cel?dince:
anipur was g princely state at the time of India s.md‘epelaced -
Anipur joined with the Indian Union in 194_9 and 1[.waslpin 1956.
8roup C states. |t was given the status of union terrltof}the e
ater on, it was given full fledged statehood Stat‘:lslb) state has
-astern Areas (Reorganization) Act. 1971 f_1i Assembly
UNicamery) legislature known as Manipur Leg.lSlamgI a and two
COnSiSting of 60 seats. It has one seat in the Ra;]ya S-af 1(:inor today
Seats in the Lok Sabha. One major probem Mam;-)ur ls:j ?he I'\C/Ieitei.s
1he ongoing ethnic conflict between the Kukis anf iolation of
Which hag taken a crucial form raising the question 01 Vi0
Uman riphtg i the state. tional

) its interna
bor, rlpura, the smallest state of north e?ist, ijsasr;il:ts) 111@ northeast
rder with Bangladesh to the south and west, tal number of
Nd Mizoram to the east. As per Census of 201 b vered an area
Populatiop of Tripura was 36.73.917 and the ?t.ate C[j)i- m historical
110,486 sq km. If we see the present state of 1 T'I?‘Ira r(t)-am state of
perSDective, it is clear that Tripura is another 1mpo before even
orthegst India that has remained a princely S_tate[z)lzsh in ancient
“erindependence of India. It was known as Kirat Tripura faced
Ndiaag Mentioned in the Indian epic, the Mahabhar.cg?. In the course
Se‘v.e *al Muslim invasions since 13" century OnwWa! bl‘ceiﬂ the plains
° lime, i helped the Mughals to establish their C!?m”:liljnasty for many
1€ State. It was ruled by Maharajas OfManll\?/a uler of Manikya
“CNturies, Maharaja Maha Manikya was the hl S,t rBahadur, the last
Yhasty in Tripura. Bir Bikram Kishore amAy alled the kingdom
maharaja of Manikya dynasly of TI'ipur? who .rln B, due to his
"I 1923 1947 wanied to join the Indian U‘nlO]d. hot be merged
§a111 on 17" May, 1947, this princely state LQ-L;- his death, Queen
With the Indian union before its independence: After -

q
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Kanchan Probha Devi became the regent of Tripura who signed 10
the Instrument of Accession on 9" September, 1949 that paved the
way for merger of this princely state with the Indian union. _

On 15" October, 1949, Tripura joined he Indian union. Tripurd
was accorded the status of C category state of the Indian union. On
1" November, 1956, Tripura was declared as Union Territory under
the State Reorganization Act, 1956. On 21st January, 1972, Tri;? urd
was given full statehood as per North Eastern Areas ( Reo‘ganizanon)
Act, 1971 and it became the 22" state of the Indian Union. Initiz.l”y,
Tripura was a single district state but now it consists of eight district>
Tripura has unicameral legislature consisting of 60 scats and on¢ st‘:ff.lt
in each chamber of the union parliament. One important thing that13
unique in case of Tripura is that Tripuris, the indigenous people ©
Tripura, became minority in their own place due to its refugee PTOblfan.L
particularly from Bangladesh. Initially, Tripuri was the majority li“gm.snc
group in Tripura but, in the course of time, due to Bengali speaki®®
Bangladeshi refugee problem, Bengali became the majority linguisti©
group in.tl?e state. Majority of the people are Hindu by religion put
other re‘h glous groups of people are also there in Tripura.

Mizoram, the Land of the Mizos, is another state that was
born out of Great Assam. A per Census 0f 2011, total number ©
population of the state was 10,97,206 . The sta;e covers an ar¢?
of 21,081 sq km. The present state of Mizoram is bordered oy
Myan‘;nar to the east and south ang Bangladesh to the west, mother
e st s oo s M

. H1€ Nagas or the Khasis, Mizos et
fndependent status 1n1t}ally. But, in the course of t;
incorporated the area with Assam When
1947, this hill area remained as Lushaj Hi
[t was renamed as Mizo Hills

also had t!
me, Britishefs
India got independence 1"
lIs District of Great Assam-

. . ) : District in 1954 In 1959, a gl‘Cﬂ[
famine occurred in Mizo Hills District which jg known as ‘Mautaim

Famine’ in Mizo history. The famine badly affected the Mizo people
but. the then Assam government failed to tackle ghye situation. I

16 = PRAPANCHA

such 1 o ) . ‘ | )
Ulei;‘ 4Sltuation, Mizo National Famine Front was formed to help

1_ amine affected people. Later on. this Mizo National Famine
Ont changed itselfto

anew political organization with the name of
120 Nation

aldeng al Front. Mizo National Front Ln}der the léadership ;:f
Other h;;ljv,en made a secessionist demand 1'?1" the Mizos. On[l )i
B the off § the demand for the introduction of fﬁ.xssm_nese ?ang_mg;
Mindg Ofmlal lqngllage of the state too created SllSSfCitleaCIIOH in the
Createq t}tlj-e MIZO PeOple. Both the issues i.e.. t:amme an‘d 1angualgi
Or se 3a].ul.. d‘SSEl}lsfaction. This critical situation contributed alo
arlialln .1atmn of Mizo Hills District from Assa'm.ijhe Umo_n
iy dzm pa_SSe‘d the North East Areas (Re-_orgamz.atlol}) A;E] ;n
aler op ;:\i?lch 1t was given the status of union .terr.xtm}f n L 2.
1986 an';l I\/b;i7 amendment was made to the Consutut;m}[ oti Lr; 013 1;:
40§ . . '
fCame the 23?;381:1 was glven th‘e status of full fledged sta
ate of the Indian Union. N
argeslnmadmﬁl Pradesh s the 24 state of the Indian union. Thisis the
State of the north-eastern region. As per census of 2011, total
Sr Ofpopulation in the state was 13,83,727, covering anarea of
an(!j N; gsa(} Km. The state of Arunachal Pradesh is bou1.1ded _by ?S(S;:E
“Ountrieg and to the south. The state shares its border with three for :ar
inthe z,, hamely, Bhutan in the West, China in the North and Myanml "
Admip;g ;1-‘11111"1611.1}’5 it was known as North East Fl'(?ntler Ag.enc‘}-f. e
the nioldt};{e Jurisdiction was changed at different times. It was gl‘\l -
Pra esh il fmtof}’ status and was officially declal'efi as Ar"uflac :
e counun 1972 when Mrs Indira Gandhi was the Prime Mlm.stelj Or1
Ndig wiy: h]. 1986, the 55" amendment was ma-de tothe C onst(;ltutu;)
L1 986nCh 15also known as the Constitution ( Fifty-fifth Amgn lnetxl ¥
COnstigyy By Ehls amendment, Article 371 H was msgrti ‘ 1nl ;;:: e
Tades }l?ln of India to provide full stateh.ood status to Arul
\ik.k‘ '€ slate was given full statehood in 1987. o nted
dmop 'M s a part of the north-eastern region but it1s NOL €% e
thes € Seven sister states. It is known as the youngel brother

t ]eS 1 - - CI’
®Seven sisters because it does not share 1tS common bor d
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with these seven states. Rather, it remains a neighbour state divided
by Siliguri corridor. As per Census of 2011, the number of
population of the state was 6,10.577, the state covering an ar(?a
of 7,096 sq km. Itis surrounded by Bhutan in the East, Nepal 11
the West, and China in the North and Northeast and West Bengal
in the South. It is a beautiful state of northeast India with its O%"
biodiversity. The Kangchanjangha, the third highest peak in the
world, is situated in Sikkim which is known as jewel of the state.
The word Sikkim is derived from *Sukhim’ in Limbu/Subba langua&®
meaning new palace. Sikkim, the least populated state of the Indian
Union, with its big heart attracts the attention of many tourists to
enjoy its natural beauty from different places both inside and outs‘ld‘3
the C'Oun‘cry, The Lepcha people, the original inhabitants of Sikkim-
call 1t Nye-mae-el in their local language which means paradise:
B.esm_les Lepcha- Bhutias, Limbus or Nepalese are also 1iving o
Stkkim. Although Buddhism and Hinduism are the predominant
religions of the state, Christian and Muslims are also there in th°
statg. English, Nepalese, Bhutia etc, are some languages spokent
by different groups in Sikkim. ’
Sikkim has a long historical background. Like Manipur and

i ura,dSikkim is another state of northeast India that also had its
Independent status before itg merger with the Indian Union. It wi>

Elrlic(:)l:)l/ ki%g; for many centuries until it became a part of [ndia?
n 1975, But this Independent kingdom had remained 3"

Indian protectorate s;

esince 1950 and i i {

. its irs e an
communication was manag fOrelgn ot

the status of protectorate st

Trip

ate was terminated and the status ©

g the aspirations in his

s . QL " of the people 11
prmf.dy Stat:'. Slkk”.n _VDtEd forits merger with the lpd' pn [Jnion-
Durmg‘thelrlmeMlmstership of Nehru, part; € et
36™ Amendment was made to the Firs;g
(onstitution to merge Sikkim with the Indian Unjop Sikkim join€

. Sikkim )
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ed by Delhi. It was in 1974 only that.

Wi .

Slzlltt]c: (l)}fl‘fhlenjmn g 10 non 16" May. 1975 and became the 22m
ountry. Sikkim is the number eighth state of the north-
legislatm- % c;‘ /\“’ per 1136 36" amendment: Sikkin}] has 911icg11161‘111
ajya Sabhql;smlmg 42 seats, one seat in lhe‘(,OLmCll of States
abhaq). By ;n 'ﬁﬂd one seat mﬁthe House of '1he Pczoﬁplc (Lgk
CCembey 700};’“(111?5;: North Eastern Counc1_1 (Nl:( ) Act In
as eighyy, n;é-n b‘- (“0111'16(5 on 23“‘. June 2.003), Sikkim was added

resem;\] Cr state of Il-1e_ Indian Union. .
Secong larnestssalm comprising Offm area of 78.438 sq km. is the
ensug ofzb()l] S&ate of the region after Arunachal Pradesh. As per
C pre- British ’ ]? number of people in Assam is 3. 12,05,57.6. During
Bu, Assam v, period there were many kings and kingdoms in Assam.
1826 throy f‘ls incorporated with British India by the Britishers only
80in onin B% ‘_‘he Trgaty of Yandaboo. When freedom struggle was
Also g, itish India against British colonialism, people of Assam
Afier incleace1 Ve part in this struggle irrespective of their differences.
Uniop Asl;and@ce of the country, Assam became a state of the Indian
Ingiq, It} M1s the mother state of different states of the northeast

( 972) 4 s gi‘ven birth to states like Nagaland (1963), Meghalaya
Nd Mizoram (1987).

“aslern regjg,

With ;
Ulong \:}11:]1 tjiial}]ral beE}U‘LY consisting of rivers, lakes and forest area
Upies g v = 5¢ et_hmc groups and their colourful cultpres, Ass'am
lace Ofbot 'Y Significant place in the Indian union. It is a meeting
An blaip are tflbes and non- tribes. Tribes are again from both hill
PO0me impO::,l S.All Bl living together with their distinct identities.
Pl‘oblem s dNtquestions/ issues concerned with the state are the
lnstrUCtion n u>‘<’ question of Official Language and medium of
ec@ssioniétq (?eshon of Foreign Nationals, insurgency problem .and
Cthnje confl; ema“ds_, question of separate state and tribalization,
COnsu'Uction lcft : -ethmc politics, border conflict, the questi(_)n of
Westiop of ORb‘g dams, problem of IDPs, violation of human rights,
Itis nog, Cand CAA and many more. . )
ia Were ¢worthy that the states of the Northeastern region of

no

tborn overnight. The present state of Nagaland came
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alayva Were

into existence in 1963 while Tripura, Manipur and M‘-‘gh_dl{?iloram
granted full statehood in 1972. Two other states name.—:l}f; :;1 stétes i
and Arunachal Pradesh came into existence as t:ull ﬂedg‘b ricially
1987 only. Sikkim, the only brother of the seven sister S[_a&i;ded with
became a part of northeastern region in 2002. It was lflC | aneuage
the Indian union in 1975. It needs mention here that the El nwent )
movement of 1960 is closely connected with the disme‘mbu 10101‘1. It
some areas of great Assam as well as the emergence qi the rebwheﬂ
is true in case of some states like Meghalaya and M@Ol'am"ASSam’
Khasis , Jaintia or Mizo people were living in hill districts of g€ a5
they were not satisfied with the introduction of Assamese l.angl.-ln their
the official language of the state They all wanted to maintal
distinct lingo-cultural identity. egion

Itisalso noteworthy that some states of the Northeastern rhf) od.
remained as union territory before getting the status of full state

) . ! - ritory
States like Manipurand Tripura were given the status of union tef
in 1956 and this status ¢

ool
ontinued up to 1972. These two Statesijen
the full statehood status in 1972 only. Arunachal Pradesh was &
union territory status in the year 1972, erd
The present northeastern states of India were initially nGVtUS.
part of India. Most of the areas had their own independent St& g5
Forexample, during the pre-British period there were different KIPE
and kingdoms in Assam A

-But, thes -
Assam one afier another particularly al
a’sinde

ine
L pendence, these tribal areas remain
as tribal districts of great Assam.

princely states for many centyrj

e
status. Even after independenc
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) In fact, these
POwer, thege states maintained their indﬁpend?‘?}t:tﬁtﬁ‘e cighth state
slates were not created out of great Assam. Sik lj f;)r a long period
Of the Northeast India, was alsoa prmc?ly-smtt:te joined with the
0 maintained jts independent status. This st
Ndian upjgp only in 1975. ¢ [ndia. Itisameeting
Northeast India is also known as “um- heir distinct lingo -
Place of diverse ethnic groups of people witht - on, diverse ethnic
CUltural idengitjes, Almost in all the states Ofthe} refster;l states belong
Stoups of people are living. People of the northe
O diverge religious groups as well. fIndiaisanotable feature
Similarly. isolation from the mainstream O rtheastern part Ofmdl.a
Olthe region. This regjon is situated in .the no he country itself: s
Which i fy, away from Delhi, the capital of t Siliguri corridor; R
“Onnecteq With the rest of the country through- e { acl’nerc 22km.
"W as the chicken’s neck which has wu.ithgmm’lber of flowing
his region is notable with its biodiversity-

e al
th its naturs

. tra. Full wr ;

g0acrosg it including the mighty Brahmaptt plain HrcsS alcﬁif;

l"iVers 3
ill an
Cauty €Overing mountains, forest areas, . the region attracts
With different historical and religious-Sltii,ationall)’- Coal
Onoftourists both nationally E}hd mtefnatural resources. O es,
The northeast region of India is full 0 4 many other resoure
Pelroleyyy,, Natural gas, timber, bamboo, cane an agﬁcultmal resources
ailable in (he region. Assam is famous for

) arison to
rd in comp
ke tea. Byt the region is economically backwa that the
SOme Other 1

1mes

- egions of the country. It1s allirgaeld govemme“t' of

'Cgion IS treated step- motherly by the centrd has a number 3

he hortheastern repion of Indl_a importance among
geneous features for which it gains s

h this region is
the SOcial scientists across disciplines- A:ﬁ‘;feuniss in tht? If]dlzm
SOmetimes known for its unity and sense 0 f tension @
,“ion, it is also termed as a majf?r arfas(zll'gm
mes from different points of V.‘ew: n« ke the reg
*‘eCQSS‘-ionist demand at different times ma

Allenty

are gy

hetero

jon insecure:

5
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: - Greatel
Secessionist demand made by ULFA, or the c_weslu_m (ljio(ijab]e
Nagalim is significant in the region. Problem of'in ‘ﬂ.ux I.S a ;id Assam-
in the northeastern re gion particularly in case of T npul ia)m states:
Border disputes that are going on amongst the dif tere]aland of
mainly Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and N?ﬁgnsion in
between Assam and Meghalaya remain a major area Q_ i arate
the region. Demand for autonomous state, demar,ld - St times-
state or demand for tribalization is going on at d’fferertl(lgﬁ(})‘
Different regional movements like Language Movemen

. jgner
Movement for Medium of Instruction (1972), Anti F?;;ihip
Movement (1979-1 985), Movement against CAA ((.:m are also
mendment Act ) 2019 ete. took place in Assam which ams
notable. Similarly, movement against construction Ofb‘.g’ hored:
question of IDPs or violation of human rights cannot be 12

i our (2004)
The naked protest made by Manipuri mothers in Manipur (

1
N . . takln‘v
1s also notable in northeast history. Ethnic conflicts are also

Jace
place in different states of the region. Conflict that took P ple
between the Assamese an

;e potd
d the Bengalis on language issuc 15 n?wecﬂ
in case of Assam. The Ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur be[ndiaf‘
Kuki and Meitej isa tragic episode in the history of the
Union in general and jp, North East history in particular.

5
. as !
_ e northeagt region are as diverse
biodiversity byt all of

© Country by the centr

i
al governm¢’
e, development and

-+he
security ol th
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Census of India,2011 )
Naga National Council-Wikipedia
https://en.m.wikipedia.OFg
History of the NLLA )
1ttps://webtest.naga\and,go‘“n

- Wikipedia

htt s:/len.m.wiki edia.org . 5
I“Eigﬁnous Deogle of Sikkim Wikipedia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org

Sikkim Wikipedia
https://en.m_wikipedia.org
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Role of Women in the
Quit India Movement : Special
Reference to Kanaklata Barua of

Gohpur, Assam

« Binod Sarmah

o The role of women of Gohpur in the Quit India Movement
. f(§10t be marginalized in history. In this regard, Kanaklata Barua
ohpur sub-division is an unforgotten hero amens the martyrs of

th .
¢ 1942 movement. Kanaklata traced her descent from an ancient

f‘ .
amily known as Dolakasharia Barua, a title conferred by the Ahom

i . B
Ngs on her remotest ancestor. The modemn equivalent of this t‘|tle 15
the king while he

Chi ;
s olef Security Officer whose duty was 0 escort th ;
Ved ina Dolg or a palanquin and was responsible for the salé

C(:;iu(:t Of.h is majesty. The ancestral home of the _Dolakishagz
mj gr:t“c/las in the district of Sibsagar. But,'on'e family of ;Oz ](;p "
istriqe © t he eastern part of the Darrang district (present e
the fi ) during the Burmese invasion of Assam toTNards thc? :h e
atrop-rs-t quarter of the 19th century as an escape from thel ‘
“Ities and cruelties of the invaders, and settled permanently in

an aregy known as Kalangpur.

out bI:?}r-:aklat?a who took the leading part

Was an € eminent leaders for 29‘“ Septemb

Ter fat}? nsophisticated village girl. She was
er Krisna Kanta Barua, best known a
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in the programme chal keq
er, 1942 at Barangaba{l
bbm inat Barangabail.
s Boga was the eldest




of seven sons and two daughters of Ghana Kanta Barua, who survived
his eldest son and the grand-daughter, Kanaklata.
Decision that Made History :

When most of the Congress leaders of Assam were Kept behind
the prison, the task of carrying the freedom struggle naturally devolved
on the district leaders. They decided that the * fight” must continue, thff
wheel of the “Quit India” movement must be kept moving and the frut
of the country’s long struggle for independence must be retrieved atall
costs. And anovel plan, not hitherto contemplated elsewhere, to carry
out their decision was hammered out in the heart of the Tezpur town. It
was the house of Brahmananda Borkakati, the maternal uncle of OmMeO
Kumar Das, the staunch and one of the most sincere and devoted
Congress leaders of Assam. The then homeless Omeo and his wiff{
Puspalata Das made this house their home and wove their dream of
Swaraj. Their admirers were also welcome to this house where they
held long discussions and secret talks about their plans and Programines

On the eve of the final day of 20th September Jyotl Prasad

Agarwala and the student leader Biswadeb Sarma proceeded to
Guwahati to meet the ailing A.P.C.C chief Tyagbir Hem Barua for
discussion. Tyagbir Hem Barua also gave full approval to their plan.
After that they proceeded t0 Dhubri to contact local leaders and
associate them with their plan and programime. But Government was
very much quick in their action and immediately issued warrant of
arrest against them. When they knew the Government’s plan, they
decided to go underground in the larger interest of the country’s
independence. Puspalata Das also could notlead Dhekiajuli procession
as she was arr.es.tc?d on 20th Septeml?er morning. The inhabitants of
Gohpt\illr sub-division now, started their preparation for the programme
of 207 September, The words of Puspalata Das kept ringing in their
ears. The villagers were alerted to keep ready. The trained volunteers
OfKal}’?[?Pur Congress (iamp were preparing their mind for the coming
.ba“_le ! hip? OI?IC of Gohpur made large scale preparation to hoist
the flag on 20 September at Gohpur police station.

{36 2 pRAPANCHA

Historic March to Gohpur Police Station:

The local leaders of Gohpur sub-division comprising the mouzas
o Kalangpur, Brahmajan, Halem and Gohpur made secret
Preparations for the March. Such prominent leaders were Mukunda
akati, Jonaram Bhuyan, Hema Bhuyan, Jiten Bora, Maghiram Bor2,
0lok Chandra Pujari, Nirodbaran Das, Chandra Bor.dolm,
& h{-idreswar Kakoti and many others. They paid visits to the villages.
. ISt-ed members to the Death squad and organized volunteer force
i(’): ?Sting mostly of young men and women and_senior Cong:i‘zi
ther e1s. The night of 19* September 1942 preceding the day s for
notngarch was a tortured night to many of the prospective partlllgxepﬂley

Wwe “tause they were afraid of the consequences,.bl{lt beca
e restless to snatch a victory from the most unmlh.ng hands: t
Vi]daIt Was arranged that the marchers from neighboring a;ict;lh cilzt;?y
mgrﬁ.es would assemble at the crossroads at Ba_r@gabar.l 1 N
Cast (ljng and march onward to the Gohpur'po.llce sta’tlgn1 e
rOr.n ther batches of volunteers and processmmsts wouldl a iination
tow Howajan and Kalabari by marching t0 tl}e same esld e
in ﬁards the west and both the group of processionists wou et

ontof the thana. The Gohpur police station was the eastert

Gou“dmy of erstwhile Tezpur sub-division, whichisnOW falling under

Ohpur sub- division.

ﬁ.om()n 20", K anaklata reached the meeting place aﬁﬁ;ﬂ;ﬂfﬁ;ﬁ
all th, V\_fhere fhe procession was to be started. Itwasas s,
¢ nhabitants of Gohpur sub-division: Hundreds of P : P -
ioung patriots, women, boys and girl, peasants, workers, an; o
Pd laborers from different direction arrived at Barangabarl.

; i . ¥, g d \Vith a
gregation was a sight to see; all soldiers of peace gathered ¥

C()n'lm cciting expe['lellce
¢ Ol purpos ~ctiny, It was an excititic -
fort purpose and a common destiy; o determine d

- youngsters. Loyal and obedient, the marchers We

: . - mission.
© Carty out the mandate of their leaders and fulfill a noble misst

i files
T . ~rranged into long
he huge crowd or processionists Were arrang Lo time

. l : Tive
haseparate row for the women. Kanaklata whoa

.




stood in the forefront of the row of women volunteers and t00K tble
national flag in her hands. Someswari Bora, Debalata Barua. Bhug! -Z
Bora, Jonaki Gogoi, Punyaprova Barua, and Maichena Barua W.@d
a few to stand in the row along with 500 odd women. behin

Kanaklata. Other male volunteers took their positions assigned t0
them by their group leaders among whom were Jonaram Bhuya™

Jiten Bora, Minaram Barua, Lakshi Kanta Bora, Thaneswar Mahant® -

Maghiram Bora, Giridhar Barua and Karneswar Hazarika, Mukund?
Kakati from Dhopabor Congress Committee with his company 0
volunteers arrived to join the waiting comrades. With the sig“al. giver-
the procession started moving eastward to Gohpur rhana at a distance
of 7 miles from Barangabari shouting slogans. As the process! B
proceeded, more and more volunteers from the villages like Ba!‘Jan’
Magani, Brahmajan, Rangalial etc. joined it and it became increaSIP_g]{
bigger. All the people shouting slogans like “Down with B_I"lt‘i:
Imperialism”, “Swaraj is our Birth Right”, “Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jal >
etc. and were singing patriotic songs of Jyoti Prasad Agarwala. }_:ew
lines of such patriotic songs sung by processionists are as follows:
(i) Luitor parore Ami Deka lora Moriboloi bhoy nai!

Tezere Bolisal

Jamei Bolai,

(ii) Mrityu Gosoki Ana Joy Jini Kori durjeyo Abhijan,

Heroic and patriotic songs sung in chorus sent wave after wave of
joy and aspiration into the heart of the marching volunteers, [nstruments
like drums, flutes, conch shells and brass- bells were alsq played all
along the way to Gohpur thana. They marched onward forgetting hunger
and thirst over a rough and gravel road to Gohpuy police station. The
procession before reaching Gohpur thana, halted at Puryb Bari village-

Before resuming their journey the group leaders wanted to ascertain if
the mental frame of the volunteers, especially of the members of the

Death Squad was in perfect order. They were made aware by the
respective team leaders of the dangers likely 10 pe faced by them in
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front of the thana gate. The leaders asked the female voluntct?rs tobe
e.h ind the line, but Kanaklata strongly opposed this suggesnon’. S'he
Sa} 4. We the girls must not be dismissed so lightly. We are not timid.
IStory is replete with heroic acts of women. Did anybody expfact usto
Ve and rule the country when our valiant young men have laid down
eirlives? Such an idea is repugnant. We will not allow them to die
alone. We will do or die together (Sharma, p.236) o
K his was an index to her determination, and patriotism.
. anaklaty’g reply inspired the minds of thousands of male 2}nd female
Olunteerg of the day and made them forget the dangers likely to be
a?lcde - Her Speech moved the hearts of the voluntec?rs, v\‘rith courat;gle
Procdet‘.ermmatiom Refreshed in mind and energized 1n body, ‘ e
by SﬁSsm.n was on the march again. At about 11 a.m. the process:;ln
Westeommg the slogan ‘Do or Die’ arrived at the entrance to the
Ofabom Passage leading to the police station. The procession consisting
14000 people assembled in front of the police station peacefully.
Ubiathe OPposite direction another procession came fron:1 Ije;l)zlllb:;l
imdband Gohpur under the leadership of Golok Cllljan 1;3 ordi) Ioi’
Bhadr aran Das, Chandra Bordoloi, Mineswar Kakoti, Uma Sunda;-
Bora Sy Kakati, Rampati Rajkhowa, Thaneswar Bora, gy
the a’ Mohoram Barua, Hem Kant Mahanta and others and stoo :
PProach of the eastern passage which was barred to ‘intruders
We?;l;{mn gate. Some of the women that were present at ,tl?at momslnt
Ora P&':ma\}\'rati Bora, Muhila Dey, Taja Kala Dihingm,- Bindupra ;a
Um’ huleswari Barman, Kerkeri Gam etc. They mc.reased t ﬁ
0‘/\:1 POWer in the procession. Some other women, still not we i
ary > the beople, also joined the procession. Tl-ley are Soneswr'ar_
fua, C andraprabhg Hazarika, Padmeswari Hazarika, Buddheswarl

aikiq, Jyotimaj Rajkhowa, Golaplata Das, Bilati Bhuyan, Kusum
arthak and others,.

e Firing at Gohpur :
et .‘e gate of the Thana was guarded by Rebati Moh‘an S.hqn?e:
1ce1-_in-Charge (O.C) of the Gohpur thana along with his force

rom

B

oli¢
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constisting of 6 armed and 4 unarmed constables. Tap}els\;iare afew
Sahabuddin Ahmed, Bogaram Kachari and Golok Smgn ess to pluc
among those constables. Impatience and 0verzealof‘sd to enter the
the fruit of victory, the procession from the.west tr;le cast t ried to
thana by the western gate and the procession 2 ftbe rricade, the
enter by the eastern gate. Ignoring the police r mns of men
processionists advanced slowly and the two front colu . Then
and women stood face to face with armed police of the {home. cam¢
the Officer-in-charge of the police thana, Rebati Mohan S ssionists
out with aband of armed constables and warned the pr(.)ctz pleade
not to advance a step forward (Ibid). The processionis
their cause with calm. _  the head of

Atthe western gate, Kanaklata and some girls werea ntinu
theprocession. Ste hadin her hands the national flag, The people % a0
torequest the O.C to let them gointhe police thunaand hoist the i

.. . o didnotgive
 2gpeacefully. Butthe police, upholders of Britsh prestige: d}f; it
them the permiission of entering into the police thana. At this,
stepped forward and

eas®
appealed to him most politely, “Brother. s\]fe
make way for us, for we are committed to perform a sacred duty- ds you-
unarmed and wedded to non-violence. We bear no malice tOwarﬁll.
Weareall brothers and sisters and have a common mission to ful
shall do our duty Peacefully and retire”. olic
Kanaklata’s appeals could not soften the attitude of the Pume
officer. Rather the police force stiffened their resistance and ass t you
athreatening attityde, Kanaklata requested him again, “At 1eaSle we
allow us, the Womenfolk, to go in we will not create any tr.oubharge
will simply hoist the flag and come out” (Ibid). The Officer-in-C will
on the other hang replied, “If you advance one step more, W tive
fire”. This threat coylg not prevent the people from their O,bj ef ou
and they did not move 5 step backward. Kanaklata said again,
can slay our body not gyr soul. If you yet persist in preventing uli-lata
must precede, outcome what may be” (Barua, p.38). Kana le
reminded the police offjcer that they were the servants of the peoP
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and the thang belonged to the people. She said, “Unless thel Ihtclll';a
Officer and his men wanted to act as the servants ot.’ the peop el,ace’)’/
Must clear out and allow the people to take possession ofthep o fm-‘
Seeing no effect of appeals on the Police officer, Kanaklata sa ine
the Jagt time, “Brother, then you do your duty and let r’r’le do I(rimlloi
One day the nation will say who is right and wrong” (Bordo
OMmittee Report). .

© Swelling crowd of volunteers inched their way on.ward ﬁo::l
?ehind and without any provocation or justification the police open

Ire op

the Peaceful, unarmed and disciplined crowd without any
Waming

. . first
Ordispersal order (Bordoloi Committee Report). The fi
. Tound of fir,

I € Came from the gun of a constable named Bogai Ka:khlz;rtxz;
asa fatal shot, The bullet pierced through the heart of Kan :
a ®Ward for her love for the motherland who slumped to the grounl
tlieedmg Profusely. Kanaklata died instantly on the spot.. lmmedlatedy
e Rer, g S€cond round was fired severely wounding Ml_lk.unha
ket in the head, a brave young member of Mrityu Bahini who
¢ forward tq take the place of Kanaklata. This second sh90tmg
K wvounded Syj Hemakanta Barua, then a mere school boy of sixteen,
SosWar Barua of Balijan, Thuleswar Rajkhowa of Domaxtpukhfm
v Bhola Bordoloj of Kathalanibari who were in the same lm.e with
u. Unda K 4 ati. Jonaki Gogoi of Dubia was wounded while the
oo i heron the chest with gun. The dead and the wounded were
t oEhtto a safer distance on the trunk road to be attended to ancli]
r0'c:c:ln L2re of, The vast crowd that gathered on the two approic )
Irst X to~the thana and on the N.T. Road on the south cou!d_no ta
Somreahze and believe that the firing had caused death and mjurl)i 3
actuelo the Volunteers. But, when they saw and heard whazl t';e
Wo e lappeneq began to melt away leaving the dead an

i to the care of their relatives and friends. Meanwhile in the
mldsto co

alaba.: . rusion that followed the shooting, Rampati Rajkhowa of
’hanqan Went to the back of the thana, scaled up to the roof of the
4

ding with the help of four other volunteers, two of them
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. +od the tricoloV

being Rupeswar Bora and Kaneswar Bhu}’@" h(_)ﬁlbt,:fﬂookers. .
flag over it to the surprise and admiration of the ﬂg“ the remainif®
dead body of Kanaklata was taken charge of y _
volunteers who carried it back home to Barangabar 1; { under PO“CC

Later Mukunda Kakati and Hem Barua were qu;11i11atioll ar
escort to the Tezpur civil hospital for post mortem e::e hospital of
treatment respectively. Hem Barua was kept in t ( had 10d&°
medical care and treatment and to extract the bullets 11]2{ the bulle®®
in the regions of his chest, neck and shoulder. Sofne . Tezpur civl
which could not be located and pulled out both at thlay imbed P .
Hospital and at the Dibrugarh medical college hospita dv after pos
in his body till his death. Mukunda Kakati’s dead b(.) . al autho??
mortem examination was delivered to the Tezpur Municip

gart
o - 1e the I

for disposal. Kanaklata and Mukunda Kakati. becrilnth e peop©
and their sacrifice became a source of inspiration for

Assam and India,

Conclusion :

ic
ubll
) r orkip :
The movement was able to draw the attention of \:]o say that i
Opinion on the question of Indian freedom. It is (:0“6(.:t ulminaﬂon'
the Quit India Movement the Indjan revolution reached 1ts €

A
term &
Success of such movements cannot be measured by short
but by its long-

ho
- he strengt
termimpact, namely in the arousal of the st jude that
the people and thejr determination to be free. We can conc

the movement

et
: declar®”
Wasasuccess, in so for as India had already

herself'to be in

het!
dependent and Indjan people had demonstrat® ltﬂcn.
willand capacity to be free, It i 1o be noted that the role of WO it
villagers, peasants of Gohpur hag opened a new dimension !
history of Ass

:nd
A atio!
am. The national movement has become true i
by incorporati

11 ever
Ing all these classes. Small place like Gohpur will and
be in the memory of the peo

vely &
ple both individually and collective™
opcncd further avenues for research.m
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Reflection of Assamese Womsl“
Struggle in Indian FreeflO .
Movement ;: An Analysis [;)hitd
Jyotiprasad Agarwala’s La
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—
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Abstract -

flﬂdmisi
on to the freedom move.m,ezzvzd sufﬁcl.e;f
s episode of struggle has not FLT ge nuim el od
Mainstream Indian history. A lat Ovemcnt__ t
Cipated in the Indian freedom mwomen f?ke
many among thoge sacrificed thejr lives. This includes d others: o
remoteareas like tea gardep workers, tribal women, an . very br o
In mainstream Indian history, the I'eépresentation of this Assam SG
spirit of Assamese Women s rarely observed in mOdfml 051); th y
literature, However. Jyotiprasagd Agarwala(1 993 - 4ance I
pioneering moder Assamege Playwright realized the "“’pOI & d})hlﬂf
potential of this jsgye and rajsed i through his realistic Plﬂgu (jons 01
(1948). The play is noy 4 depiction of day-to-day contri o itis®
uggle towards the freedom movement:! hese
N ofthat great spiritand bravel.’); of

of Labhita, the main protagoni$

0
~jo-econ
S On other contemporary socio-¢ onflicts
ation, class Struggle, communal ¢

Assam’s contribugj
historical fact, though thi
attention in the arena of
Assamese Wwomen partj

are reflected through the life
rlay, along with reflectiop
i}g&;lj[th like colonial domjp,

i
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1Assamese literaun'e (Labhii
~Words: T 1-

St Indiap frecdom mov
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Sig lTﬁl nireee I Mo\mm_cnl of India.l?as some qisiincli\'c
G dhi e mlr lermg o dl‘lOUS‘ aspects. The Cntry of Mahatma
hig le tshi HHate aANew napyre In the Freedom Maon cment. Undey
Moy, o~ Wp X reed Mo.\"ement of India 1_umu{imoanums
lmmfIfHSe Signif e Participatigy, and contribution of Women hag
N the
*fng l:lssaclzm Xt SSam’s “Ontribution 1 the freedom movement
rec@i\/e su 121 tewonhyj though this Cpisode of gy ugele has not
{Vurner us sa ?;Ten 10n1n the arenaofmaimtrcam lndianhist(n}'.
\;depende ol S‘i‘a n}en to k Part in the fight for Indian
WOOI?:E fron, , ral gy y ;)u;}}]lem £ave their |jyeg N the procesg
hiStgl.(; cand Otherg_ are udc:clist 1h§:rgen \1‘01"&‘313  Enous
quragseoomem. Tary ese lite ture- 111]11 ai 1o popu!ar Iﬂd_ld]‘]
g‘muﬂdbre > Spirit op ameg e al‘f \ ‘dL.})lCl‘a the Incredibly
A oghisedlh 8moge Assame . _ }Otlplfisad" garwala 4
Tup; hig,. g 'ﬁcanceandpota tltama“SF(ISOJ——l%l), howevey.
Tthe eveleahsﬁ Y Lq hira(ll()la;iofll Smovemem nd brougly
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struggle, communal conflicts. gender biasness. and others has also
been observed in the play. The present research paper attempts ti]‘
study the reflection of that contemporary history (particularly the gbave
mentioned issues in the context of the Indian freedom Movement) I
the modern Assamese literature (Labhita).
Objectives:

The major objectives of the present study are — o

i) To study the reflection of participation of Assamese wom
in the Indian Freedom movement in the play Labhitd.

i) To study the contemporary socio-political and econ
issues reflected in the play Labhita.
Methodology: ) thod

In this research paper mainly descriptive and analytical M€ feo
have been employed. Moreover comparative study method has aqry
been used whenever necessary. Further both primary and secor ;cc
sources have been used to carry out the study. Primary sollhile
comprised the original play Labhita by Jyotiprashad Agarwala, W
the secondary source includes books, articles and so on.
Main Discussion: dwith

The course of Freedom Movement of India was pro]o.ng.e_ da
different dimensions. The entry of Mahatma Gandhi has mltlatehip
new nature in the Freedom Movement of India. Under his leaders nt
the Freedom Movement of India become turned to a mass n.-lovemfi‘it)'[
He had a firm believe that the Freedom of India will come into .fzﬂrc
with the active participation of both men and women. He const 'ei o
women as a strong weapon for mounting passive resistance agdur;])
the British in India. Several women like Pritilata Waddedar (B‘f-";;vi
Sarojini Naidu(Mumbai) , Kasturba Gandhi (Gujrat), Basant! ¢
(Bengal) participated actively in the Freedom Mov%ﬂmem. -

Likewise the women from the other parts of Indlz}, alarge nu?: .
of Assamese women came forward to take part 11 th? }: rtt‘tir‘io
vjovernent. Initially, the conservative Assamese society of 1, r; pu fore
' t support the participation of women in the movement. Therc

omical

did no

I )

g

it confined the

Only, Such v lzlc}i\"c pm'licipa_uion of women to . h.\\ limil.cd families
PR D \Tkln {E'clude B‘ldg'utprova Devi, Ejll‘l_] a Devi, Hen-la.mq
and so o “{La 1111‘ ala DB\'.LI Llsbpalala Dzl:s‘. (‘hmd‘raprox‘a Saikiani
families GlfCoflb;e.:\ 0113611 W czu;‘ directly fwr mdu‘r_:&:tly related to the
fisen ongress leaders of .-'\ssan? (Goswami 244).
Organizeq ?Ee:;:; S¢ women along with other congress volunteers
Participation o fwlgs n bOlh urban anc} rural. levels and gradually
andhi's iqeq ofnomefl has lllC.l'Can:‘d. 1 he)‘.' ‘m.ed to spread Mahatma
CONstructjye - _On‘LOODerainon. Swadeshi (indigenous goods) and
grams,

whict ?ha_una Gandhi’s visit 1o Assam in 1
INitiated g

all the m

Dip

021 was a significant event
o to\litlllblilc? Eonsciousne;s among lh? masses. He visited
Ugarh. Amgp tl S Gu\Tv'ahat]g Nagaon. RLP = ..IOI‘hf.;'lt a-nd
Tugg especiall & ‘le constructive progrm prohibition of intoxicating
(Bhuyan 5 ISSy Obium and use of Khadi was most popular in Assam
y ()piur;l C;Ons 1)11 ‘:1‘ l?_l'ge section (.J‘TjAssamese population was addicted
S Opium 5 dictipum} Gandhiji wgmted to make Assam free from
CClareq ‘make As . \Vlth the help of the local congress workers. He
Uyan | 56) This dSeaI{l fre.e frorp opium .and have swaraj from me’ (

: € pe ople of A o aran‘on of Gandhiji had enormously influenced
AMpajgne Qi o Sam. The congress workers and volunteers

Nremote vi .
e mg ¢ villages and tea gardens.

Partjgip, = oo important a i i-opi ’
Aici gy spect of this anti-opium campaign was
For; 10n of the wom P e

. NStance Voo s en from the so called lower strata of society.
- Cnofpy “ango(?gr? or Malatimem, a labourer from Lalmati tea
7 . 1S 3901113 3 2 & 3 3
03\: am, | %) trict sacrificed her life in the anti-opium campaign
l'()pa g
T gatio -
iogl‘ams_ Spimi]' of Khadi was another step of the Constructive
Ss Ing and weaving was the traditional knowledge of
Ass:flmese woman had the knowledge of hand-
mweavll}g at that time. Nabinchandra Bordoloi.
13, Krishnanath Sarma, Kuladhar Chaliha and

b : .
aruah had actively participated to propagate the

rmi,; - SNELY
Kan 8and hal]d_

Rohi 1andrg g,
nlkanta Hatl
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* . nt Of
idea of khadi among the rural people. Lakshmi Das, a student ¢

. oirls
science invented a smal] spinning wheel and she also Ol'gamzf.:d ?;:tioﬂ
volunteer corps for spinning and weaving (Bora 223). By her Imﬁ.,ving-
Lakshmi Das attracted young girls to take part in Spinr‘ing_z}.I ]fj " ublic

As apart of the boycott of foreign goods, Gandhijiin a 55. He
meeting held in Guwahati appealed to boycott foreign goo per ©
Proposed bonfire of foreign cloths. At this proposal a large fmint {san
women threw their foreign cloths to the bonfire. This incide™
€xample of sacrifice made by the Assamese women. . Agsam

The Quit India phase of the Indian Freedom Movement i1 gihall
Was remarkable as women from places like Kolabari, Gohpur; ously-
and other parts of Darrang District participated in it SpontanGan i
The participants followed the non-violent policy of Mahatma sions:
and protested through the medium of hartals, picketing, proces pran
hoisting the congress flag on government Buildings. The ]?a Jic€
District Congress Committee decided to hoist the national flag 10 po

’ ately
stations and court buildings on 200 September 1942, but unfort!
Police fired on the

ly-
. eful

g Processions even when those were 8°mg.pea:i:ied on
Asaresult, in Gohpur, Kanaklata Barua, a 16 year old girl, ali

- - - i lm
Spot. Similarly, in Dhekiajuli, two women Kahuli Devi and K'Laﬂi of
Devi lost their I

. erlives. Again, Tileswari Barua and Jaluki Kacha 150
Dhekiajuli died of bulletinjuries (Sharma 248). Nagaon Dls;.m :

nthe
artyr named Bhogeswari Phukanani, who died 10 ™,

. 0
8 with the spirit of the whole Assamese S-wala.
has been reflected jp the play Labhira by Jyotiprashad Agat

: it
Agarwala wrote this playin 1948, According to him the play Lab{; |
was not a conventional play with 5 definite structure of pmt't‘hcr
character development Jike any other well made play. Here n€l
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the charaiey Labhita was the protagonist of the play nor any 01‘1'161‘
ndivigua) character. Rather he tries to depict the whole spirit oi.lhe
[SSamese society in the context of freedom movement and agan.ls_,t
the Colonia] aggression as the protagonist of his play. This whole spirit
has been reflected through the incidents and consequences faced by
the Character Labhita and others. Thus the whole play itself becomes
+ihle Impression of that contemporary Assamese society.
In this cOntext the character *Labhita’ is not an ideal character.
ther through this character the playwright tries to explore the nature
i~ Characteristjcs of Assamese youths- how they confront the‘
prevailing Situations of Freedom Movement or the situations of
:i?;:i \tvvorld War. According t(? the playwright t‘hrough thils dplz;y
1S wor dSO E’Ortra}’ some real 1n01_de1‘1ts occurr_ed in that period. In
People’g o he play is an analysis/ introspection of the Assamese
Spiri

tin the light 0f 1942 quit movement and the situations
AS. (preface] 572)

COmparatiye g

tudy of i f freedom movement in the
Play feveg] y of reflection o
eq f]

¥ the facts that the constructive rovesnent scourred ynder
first g Unce Mahatmg Gandhi has been observed in the play. In the

NeOf first Act Labhita along with her friends are busy in spinning
Weavmg of

COngregq Yol cloths, and in a later phase of conversat'ion with the?
andjjirg llll:lteers she confessed to do so under the influence of
€ Congyp..... rtherin the Second Scene of Second Act she protests

Pium and describes its bad impact towards the
Preface 384).

SociEtysumption of O
ok thoer OC?meS}ng theearly part of the character Labhita, the pl a)w’vﬁgm
Alr Fielol*-m.nrfu-y Spiration from a real event occurred in 1941 in _‘Sa]z?m
Uieq 0 evae “Zpur. In thay incident, near *Salani Air Drum’ the M]lnan_es
Were NOt reag 1€ an Assamese village. But the females from one famlly
lasy With g, Y10 leave their home and bravely faced the Militaries. At
Augte (e ASSistance of Deputy Commissioner these females are
depigq sirnilpr.efacel S73). The second and third Scene of the first Act
W Impression of €vacuation of villages in the play.
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; “he Ouit Indid
The main highlight of the play is the reflection of the Qx:ﬁiieers
Movement of 1942. Under the call of Gandhiji all congress VO -
tried to enter among the common peoples and organized then:/e:y first
the British rulers. This situation is very lively portrayed in the s MOVE
Scene of the first Act. Here in this scene the congress Vo_lunte;jre gan
from village to village and ignited people through t}?e” l.ec d through
songs. Labhita and her friends are also fascinated and inspire ipated in
this songs and lectures. And they also spontaneously pam;ilz scene
the processions [1* Scene, 1% Act] (Barua 1576). In't

T jonary song-
Jyotiprasad Agarwala has used the patriotic and revolution
The Congress volunteers sung :

* saju ho, saju ho, nava jowan
saju ho, saju ho, nava jowan s Act]

toi 1J<oribo l'cfgibo agnisnan (Barua 1575) [1* Scene 1n§0ﬂed’

Likethe real incidents of Kanaklata Baruah, as earlier mt: a young
here also police attempts to fire on the processions and thref;ita i
Girl (Nisan Luwa Suwali) who tried to hoist a flag. But Lf}b <ol an
back with that Daroga (policeman) bravely and catches his P
save the life of that girl (Barua 1578) [1* Scene, 13 Act]- the British

During the Freedom Movement, some employees Of h attifude
Government showed a pro-British attitude. This pro-BﬂU:he secon
is clearly reflected in the play Labhita. In the first Scene of e of the
Act, during the conversation between Maujadarini (the W1 openly
head of Mauja) and Gaonburha (the head of the village), the}}’ raphs
praised the British government for introducing railways and tele Jirect
and for the easy availability of opium. These people are 2 pro-
employees of the British Government, and therefore they have
British mentality. (Barua 1584) { some

Apart from the participation in the freedom movemen 1d war
other very significant incidents like the impact of second w?i e
(1* Scene, 1 Act), military atrocities (2™ &31'_(1 Sc.ene, % Scené:
incidents of rape against Assamese girls in th‘? war situations (3rd oy
3rd Act). Social rejections towards those girls (2nd Scene,

150 » PRAPANCHA

|

Participation of those r

( ]t &2:1:.‘
Under t
Were r

aped girls in the war as a war worker or \ urse
Scene, 4" Act). enrolment of vouths in the Azad Hind Fouj
¢ leadership of Subhash Chandra Bose (4th Scene. Sth Act)

eflected in the plav. Moreover the outlook of the people of
Conservativc classes (2

2nd Scene. 3rd Act). the communal conflicts
(2nd Scene, 3rg Act). and Class conflicts (2nd Scene, 2nd Act) of
; 2tp1:])?i0d~ have also been portrayed very realistically. {ch;ardin.g 19
PHYWnght most of these situations and characters of this play are
25ed onreal incigengs. (preface1572).
Mnclusjop.

From the 4

v ove discussion we come into a conclusion that the
}Vomen fi

Teed 'om Assam actively took part in different programs of
nA M Movement, This,

Ssam in g llilderlines v\i'omen‘s political consciousness
amcipatign ¢ first .half of :[h(-: twentieth century. The spontaneous
Barwal, 4 and S?Cnﬁces of Assamese women mﬂulenced J 3-f011p1'asad

‘hrough Hie X ? W“nGSS_ and the playwri ght portrait all those 1SEHIes

/\ssanIGSe Sp ay Labhita to mtrospect this great spirit of bravery ot

OClety.m
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hieve a health system globally.

Susta;
ustainable Development Goal:
A Study on Goal-3 in
North East India

= Sakarsing Boro

= Dwimu Basumatary
Abstract
The Millenni
lennium Development Goals (MDGs) focused on improving
and child health

Various
goal ;
and reduCh]gSrilf targets including health Jike maternal
jor communicable diseases: The MDGs wasthe pronise
However, the targets Were not

achieved
attached t?gslpl_e?dy and hence indicators of health have further been
gaps of earlier stainable Development Goals (SDGS) for fulfilling the
related targetl targets, In meeting the gDGs’ promises partic :
different heals }]Nonll East states of Indiahave also
Secondary SOt related activities like other develo
status theal;r‘?es of data collected, the study tries
Out the achie ) infrastructures of north east states 0
Indicators of;emems of SDGs health related targets by €0
Kepion .zahh of global goals within the study area-
f”ﬁ'aﬂruczu’, : s: SDGs, MDGs, NE State> Health, Health
NTI%ODUCTION
Was a dloepllggl?nnlwn Development GO
DG f in 2000 in the UN Gener
ocused on health viz. Goal-4: reduce

to put forward th
fIndia and to find
nsidering

al(MDO) compri singeight ggals
al Assembly: Three of the eight
child mortalitys Goal->:
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- and
- malaria an
improve maternal health: Goal-6: combat | [IV/AIDS. m

. MDGS
) R N "ll (‘][hLI N
other diseases, while health is a component ol severe

-

_ - .t Goals
also like nutrition, water and sanitation. Millennium Dev Lilt‘m::‘:[[ MDG
(MDGs) come to the end of their term in 2015 ’an'c ;lg[ustaiﬂﬂblc
comprising 17 global development goals know “ t‘l‘ru;ts of whicll
Development Goals (SDGs) take their place and tlfm.. L[hi VDG has
are to be achieved by 2030. The progress towalc'lf'_k emmains t0 be
been impressive in many ways: however. much w.muem S MDGS
done. Even India too could not achieve' the tar;, : Lbccﬂ caking
completely. So unlike other countries India baS ¢ S,[-catcd its oWn
various initiatives to fill the gaps of MDG. In_dla 1.1215 Ll enting. a1
Indian model of ‘SDG Localisation” by adopting, l_mPa‘; levels. GOO
monitoring the SDGs at the national and sub‘na“?l;op other 5019
Health is an indispensable factor which can deve Mission NHM)
economic factors of the country. The National Health - -
aims to achieve a significant reduction in the matf‘mes
mortality rates. Despite the fact that there 15 V:l ears, other non-
declining maternal and child mortality rate mrecen );n Jviruses Nave
communicable diseases and some infectious diseases takeholders 1
been increasing rapidly. The government and other sd s fin
various initiatives to detect the various health relate ent context: t
out solutions for the same. Given India’s developmt disadvantag®
most effective way to ensure development of the moint an reducing
sections is through'balanced and inclusive dev'elopn%o tpl ement !
inequalities, both intra and inter-States ar}d reglo(r;s-eog raphies withi?
strategy, the first step is to focus on regions and &
our vast country, which are diverse and unique.

SDGs AND NE INDIA r—

The North Eastern Region is one of j[h‘e m(‘)bl "y
diverse regions in the country India, comprlsmg.zl.g 1 sapaci
nature. different socio-cultural f‘abric: F;rgg:;izﬁ% i
support tow.ar.ds‘. hejdl'(h to the State; il(l) fH; 1t & Family Welfare an
East (NE) Divisionin the Departme

232

aRegiong] Resource Centre ( RRC)at Guwahati, Assam had been set

0. The e looks after the process. implementation of different
thellles and he

oY . " The NF states of [ndia

k alth infrastructure of the region. The NE states ofh

; ) . 2 = 5, I -oels.
€ other stateg are also monitoring and implementing SDGs targels
OWeVer,

such targets are being improved slowly. For SDGs
8¢ & _ e
Ination anq capacity development among the districts, every stat
as T /
45 nodg] agency as stated in Table Ia below-

Coord

_____I'f_bl(?: I:

N . :DGs in NE States
S a- !\an.l;li agencies for monitoring and implementation l_lf_5£’fi§_‘“,‘ Eatates
; 5 S S - St i lniibe e & b iy S ———— -~ RS
Nodal ne :
Arunaa | Nodal Agency ‘ restment |
ra;‘m‘al Wpolic\"ﬁ(?lf[ﬁ“cﬁmncm of Finance, Planning and [nvestmer
—desh Den: i
A _ Cpartment
Ssam TeT——
——S%am

" _Tmnsi'orm ation 7'.1!3d_[)n:'vclopmum Department
T =

e
sfol 1or \ o N Qeate-level Committee
he Planning Department, A three-tier committee (i) State-level €

5 ittee chaired by
chaired by Chiet Secretary, (i1) Inter-departmental (mmmu;u -th“ t:v P
g 7 W . ittee aired 0)
M'lnip Principal Sceretary (Planning) and (jii) District Committee Chaire
« U =
K Deputy Commissioner.

eely 2
e T SDG Cell

At the state level,

itori ] ittee er the
A High-Level Monitoring Commuttee, und

Mi'l.ur;.m Chaimmuship of Chief Sceretary .
Nagy) At the district level, the District Planning Committees
5 L___——_____ i
‘——_____‘I_Tld

— | The i’lunnTg and Coordination Departient

e aaluation
-Sikkim The Directorate of Economics, Statistics & Monitoring "
ik I D.ESME) . 2
o The [,Ilmislics) L_)-Epi.lrtmcnl 22 NITI Aavog.
- orth Eastern Region Districs SDG Index Report & Dashboard 2021-22, 1 vog
Crmen, of Indiq I o |

ivessuStainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 aims to “eTI"ISIiII'B Ezilltt};]}f
Unprecand Promote well-being for all at a}l ages”. alnmd ok
Morty) -Edemed Progress has been made in reducing matern ;nment >
dig Y rate as well as other infectious diseas.cs. The Gove men o
0 achﬁs e developed countries has given its strong ccommes o
Strate '*Ve SDGs targets. The key developme'ntal prqgra;ln \ .
the snge? fora country’s vision for 2030 are aligned with t 1ed [1)1 -
ang v, 7\(13- _In order to achieve the targets ot_‘SDG-B (Gooet by‘thc
0 ol ©Ing), some developmental strategies have been's .
\’f?r.nmem of India. For instance, Ayushman Bharat (Natiot :1
Hrition Missk‘n), and Poshan Abhiyan (National Health Protectior

PRAPANCHA © 233




. of the
oorammes of th

The overd

1th

Scheme) are two of the most comprehensive pr
Government of India to promotc vood health.
performances with respect to present study i.e. SDG 3- *Good he?
and well being” is shown in Table Ib.

Table: Ib- Overall Performance of NE %taigﬁ_fﬂ‘;di‘ on SI

f‘ffErTz,e—ts——'“_"ﬁ—g_)*ﬁi;i_____"l“_
; India (?1;

G 3

______ e ————

T - e 50

Arunachal Pradesh

| Assam

| Manipur

-lh\-ieghala_va

[Mizuram

| Nagaland

Sikkim
}%ipura
Source: NITI Auvog, SDG India Index and dashboard 201
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY _ fo mance

The objective of the present study is to examine the per
with respect to SDG 3 within NE states of India.
LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

The present study does not take the who ;
data relating to some indicators are not available ford
north east India.
METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

The present study is based on secondary sou
main secondary sources include annual report of SD

-G 33
indicators OfSD
le indica 11 the states @

{the NITI Aayog and Annual Reports of Ministry of Hon used-

Welfare, India. Besides, some articles. journals have alsr(; been
The researchers use descriptive approach to study the perio
the NI states with respect to SDG 3.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Strategies and Performance e
USMR
DG Target 3.1 settoreduc
(MMR)O less than 70 per 100.0

R/
lating to MMR and NNM

e the global Maternal Mo 12 i

00 live births. The targets

734 9 PR/\P-"\NCHA

=

izssvffi’t;l‘“‘fjant Mortality Rate and Under 5 Mortalig rate reSpeqi_vely. IIE
I Sho\: %b that there is little improvementin MVIR in the country: Tab.c
2020 ; .ﬂmt_thc MMR of the country is 113 per l‘.O0.000 live _l:mjtizis Cn
2050 [V\ 1.1ch is very much higher than the target of 70tobe ad}le\jﬂ\ 4}\{
is 106 . S‘l.)cr NHP (National Health Policy) 201 ! th? tfll‘get iO_l‘l. "
able IF[)H 1.00.000 live births by 2020. However, 1t1S shown m.t e
that the MMR is 113 in 2020 which is greatet than the target

seth z C
Y NHP in 2017. The status is worse in case of Assam which 1S

More :
than the three times of the target.

Table: 11- Maternal Mortality Ratio

Year

Torger———— | 218

T — 0 il

Assam 150 e : 13' |
237 | 229 uli

Soiremo: .
ource: SDG India Index and Dashboard. 2018-19. 2019-20

The .
l - -
aemorrh easons for maternal mortality include postparturn
elateq in? 8¢, preeclampsia and hypertensive disorders, pregnancy-
ections, complications of unsafe abortion knownas direct

Caus

COH8€s and infect; .

Indj nd infectious and non-communicable diseases known as
Irect caygeg

impo[iZMR a}nd Neonatal Mortality Rate (NNMR) are also other
Nump ntindicators of the health scenario of the country: Although the
€r of children under the age of 5 years dying has fallen in the

Coun 5
try, Table I shows some states like Tripura, Meghalay2 and Assaim

dO no
t i
0v’/eperforrn well and they even cannot reach the national performance:

reache\éer’ Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram have already
the global targets of 25/1000.

]
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“able: T11- Under § Mortality Rate per 1000 live birth -
_1 1!)!(._11_] Under 5 Mortality Rate per © lequ_li.A

Year . 2018 2019 s
e N . S 25
Target ) 25 ‘ 25 ~ R
T e R
l:?diil* | 6 i A = T
Arunachal Pradesh 1 3 l R i ,‘ ' 1{
Assam | 57 |
Manipur [ 26 {
Meghalaya ) . 30 'u
Mizoram ! 46 i )
Nagaland __'V_ l 37 l =3
Sikkim R 3
Tripura - I & 32.7 —

e _d——
T 79, 2019-20

Source: SDG Indhia Index and Dashboard, 201 48-

* National Family Health Survey (NFHS -5)- qu Qg."?l-
Ministry of Health and Family welfare. Government of India fIndid
In case of Neonatal Mortality Rate (NNMR). the NE states ive he
are not performing well since maximum states ¢an not 3‘31“;]‘21 Jesh
targets. From the Table IV itis clear that in2020-21 Arunach() 2) have
(7.7). Mizoram (11.4), Sikkim (5.0), and Nagaland (209 per
already achieved the global targets as agai
1000 live births. On the other hand. Tripura '
are the states having the highest number of Neonatal Mot

among the NE India states.

nst the targets 0”2, 5)

am (&
@29)and B iy o

Table: 1'V- Neonatal Mortality Rate

[vear \ NFHS-4(2015-16)
Wil
Targets l
| India |
L_{\runachﬂi Pradesh 1 11.8 /,/32’5”/ e
TAssam | . — —---~"""“i’§_/2_r ]
. Manipur 15.6 198 A
Meghalaya | 18.3 #E_*/’ﬂ’x’/
“Mizoram '1 11.2 1 P

HNEg;ll:md 165

;f_‘akklm

Topura L lye
NOUrce National Family Heclth Survey — 4uand 5

136 2 pRAPANCHA

v

ShOUEOh"Cd:U'Cc the neonatal mortality rate e\_.fe.:l.}" state of the Coun.try
is3.13 aVL adequate number of newborn f‘&Clht‘le‘S anq the SDG t_zu gc-:t
Facilit‘iePL;. '1 U‘\OOO populations. Number of functional _ne\f\‘-bonz
. h]dib (like SNCU.NBSU.NBCC) per 10.000 populjulon in tlu,‘
0‘30) glditatcs are Arunachal Pradesh (1.57), Assam (0.43), Ma}m)p‘m
| .06)’ ’ Lﬁl}alfl}’a (0.51). Mizoram (1.67),Nagala'nd(l.-1 8).. Slklgxg
Indey }{en Tripura (0.39) (North Eastern Region District S
T Pm:t & Dashboard 2021-22). .
m;i[‘};fijor causes of child mortality (both infant rr.lortah.t)f alntd
neumold.ruy)_ may be due to prematurity & lov«.f birth \:velg i,
irth ag ;ld’,plarrk}ea[ diseases, Other non-com_mumcable.dlsease;:
aCtErialT 13131'{1& birth trauma, Injuries, Congenital anomalltis,{\m; y
Othey (SRS?)S‘S a“fl severe infections, Fever of unknown of igina
Bulletin, 2020). o
lnstitﬁgsther il.npol-tant aspect related t_o MMR redEcn{()illll;;
ealth attnal delivery at health facilities or blrt'hs a.ttended by Seased
Markeq] ¢ndants. Nationally institutional deliverics ha\{e 1;1;r1 -
and 89 ¥ from ‘39 percent in 2005-06 to 79 percent il = o
wel] af erfem in2019-21 (MoHFW 2021-22). Tgeen;nzr;ce; t
msumtioa{l)g:; agfmcm? al'm . pl(zlv ltc:lie:'l;\l}:e:e tra}c)iitional
Cliefs of { tveries. It is witnessed tha Sy e
ass0¢j 19me delivery. But danger and r1s
lakt)ed with such deliveries. _ R
Oftot Able V shows the percentage of institutional deliverie

by T?I deliveries reported. In 2020 Sikkim won 99.4% fOliOW&C:
tipura 93.5% and Assam 91.1%. It is 10 be observed tha

sSu -
ch States can fulfill the glObdl {Ell'get of 1 00% b)r ?_030
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Table: V- P . A o ) . eaported
able: V- Proportion of Institutional Deliverics out of the total deliv eries repUlz

: Y ear - - 2”|q7 [ —’iilz(’ R
I.'l'gg! . - T o 100 _ed
| E.:“!?,E‘;, 7 T T T ' 547 ' N - -”‘}4.-4 ‘_//,:
.-\}\'u:}:lchui Prndgqi{_——m T as "\"“7‘_ o F,it\'r‘;(_’ ,——/‘:
' ;Z\\'n;!nj 7 7 S “""“j" — §% — IR ~__",__/i
Munipur — &87 o ”:M
- Meghalaya ; =s 60.4 -
Mizoraim 7 R 1T TR99
Naalmd - —7 |
. Nagaland ‘ 40.6 B et
fres—— | : S ST -y 1
Sikkim ‘ T 493 994
o P e . = o T |
» Tripura I Tty 038
| T - s - _." ‘J(—_’_A__,—A_‘—,/_V—‘
Source: SDG India Index, 2018-19. 2019-20
. . L MMR
Key strategies for accelerating the pace of decline 10 M ;

For bringing pregnant women to health facilities for ensuring
delivery and emergency obstetric care. Janani Suraksha Yojan? (Jsbe,
ademand generation scheme was launched in April, 2005. The nu™ t
of JSY beneficiaries has risen from 7.39 lakhs in 2005-06 1 mo
than 1.05 crore in 2016-17, with the expenditure on thi

increasing from Rs.38.29 crores to Rs.1.788 crores in2016- i
“the JSY schem®:

Building on the phenomenal progress ol kran?
Government of India launched Janani Shishu Suraksha Kary? men
0

(JSSK) on 1st June, 2011. The initiative entitles all pregnah
delivering in public health institutions to have absolutely ﬁ-ce.iln
expense delivery, including cesarean section. The entitlements 1€ -
free drugs, consumables, free diet during stay, fre¢ diagnosti®
free blood transfusion, if required. This initiative also provides
transport from home to institution, between facilities in casc ofar® all
and drop back home. Similar entitlements WEre putin place i(?lfl 3
sick newborns accessing public health institutions for treatmen! " ver
days after birth. In 2013, the scheme was cxpaﬂded to €0
complications during ante-natal and postnatal period and al
infants up to 1 year of age.

Viother and Child Protection Card (M
( hild protection Card (MCP Card) is adev

50 siC

. e
Ccp Card)-1 hebed™ = e
ice for prov

and
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inf : , o .
ormation and educating mothers and families on different aspects

ofmaternal and child care and linking maternal and child care info a
Eleé‘l gﬂnce of care through the Integrated Child Development Services
and uS) Sch%le of the Ministry of Women and C hllfi Deveilo.plnf:nit:‘
e 1e National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) of the Ministry <.)t
Re;E t.h and Family Welfare. The global targets of the number 01‘" Firs
oflx?llgfal Units (FRUs) per 100.000 population is 3.7 and the (s)tz;t6u)s
Man St.ates of India are Arunachal pradesh (2.37)- Assarrcll( 16;).
Sikk‘pul (00), Meghalaya (0.32), Mizoram (1.02). Naga_lan D(_S..“‘}C;
SDGlm (0.82), and Tripura (0.35) (North Eastern Region DI
Index Report & Dashboard 202 1-22). . 2 AR
and Another strategy of the government for reducing MMR, I !
'WUSMR is Universal Health Coverage (UHC). Umversa.I Heal 1
oc;\‘/emge (,U HC) having universal immunization can bea st_z.n‘tmg.;f Eﬁﬁl{
molr{[nprovmg the quality of health systems including 1'educ_tllccl)l'f tIJl e
age ality rate. Table VI shows that the performance ofchi ‘ :/:[ el
are g;?,up 9-11 months immunized in Meghalaya: Tnp_maan ! i
th %, 95% and 92% respectively in 2020-21. Mizoram pert i
st among the NE states in case of children ;mmunizationi

a
8€ group 0-5 years.

&{ot_“a‘—-__‘ Table: VI - Percentage of lmmuni'f_‘d_g'_ilgr-c’"————-—"ﬁm'_‘zf
Yar T | 00 e
2018-19 _________———'—’__'_ pcmgnmgl.‘ of |
Children aged 12-23 months . children in the 32¢ i
fully immunized (BCG percentage of fully _  siipt | months i
Arey Measles and three doses of immunised childrenf the Mﬁd”!
\T—T_ifl__‘_ Pentavalent vaceine) ﬁ:ﬂﬂ’%&tﬁk—*’”’-’_{gq’f’;
me— 1 ™
& e | — }
'I;\ml'lachai I _——/’/ o8 !
~~"desh , 413 PO - s 1
Assam | - 382 _,_————-R)‘l"——/‘ &
Manio— 47 s - Lo Q2 {
Nr\_";‘_?llpltr -0 . - 75 ,_Hr_;-()-w e
T =« [ j‘____)_,__..——- Il
\J‘-Ei\alav“ -1 6 5 ..;7 ;
'ﬁ/ur-".' 61.5 " i ’ __-;_,_———*
Oy e — 3 '
Napg—— 50.5 /;i,/ i P
'S-‘-J%:_ﬂi“ld __1‘*“‘—..-_;*——*——_" 12.8 N —-J"(:".,’ " :
E;I“Fkim T w1 Ly
Mo ——— P g™
- S = -
o 54.5 P 01819 _mfu._ﬂ
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Pe .
rf?r?lan.ce with regard to TB and HIV:
ndaa a S 4 : . -
and othm-g msto L.nd the epidemics of AIDS. uberculos
ommunicable diseases aligned to DG Global Target 1.3,
perthe Nationd!
B Division

1ent of Indid
jous

is. maland

(CTD). Minisuy LD elmnanon 17-2025. The Contra
through the Natio Llas h‘and [ amily Welfare. Govern™
strategic initialivcsltw- 3 1%aleg1c Ll undertaking VHE)IOA
considerable po )u]' o d(’}‘"c"e 1}}*3 goal of eliminating’ B by 202
i T il conditons weakenin UL
that nerens raelen pollution ffom cook stovcs.Ol'S}T_’OLm‘z
ase the likelihood for progression 1o active B an

reactivation of TB (NSP 2017 — 2025)
ativesto eliﬂﬁfla'tfi

ping i

NE Indi ,
oy Thlndla states are also undertaking various initi
. There are currently 221 functional NGOs an 93 0P\
the NO

Substituti or : T
stitution therapy (OST) centresand 101 Satellite OS inth
a, Control

g?if;g;i‘te;;n?plemcming NACO’s (National AIDS EW.
5 052) ‘Pro'na E;Igtﬂed Interventions (T1) programme oI’i6 16
aChiev-e Gpici;m' UNSHINE’ was launched in February =~
AIDS Anoth:lcf (?Onu.o‘] and stop new infections and mortﬂlflﬁﬂ d
SUPPO'rlino thr ?\l]m of the project includes complemc!ﬂmb o
demonstra?e ime E. State AIDS Control gocieties ( et
continumio hlcl)vauoﬂs across the prevention to carc il n‘eﬂlN Cis
being implem at lll_e spread of the epidemic. Project SUNSI'II
Soolaties S;‘;}esd in collaboration with NACO, State£ o ey
stakeholders t ), NGOs, community networks an othel

ers to accelerate the response to HIV inthe N regiol .
The status and performance of SDG 3.3 for NE states of Indi?

presenting in the Table VII.
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Table; v
4 e: \ ll ~ l
otal case e - A . . r
case notification rate of 1 uberculosis per Jakh population and HIV

incidence pcilﬂlm uninfected population
{ 2020-21 1
=Y

o R .. -
Area SRR - 3019-20
Target | TB;__F_L__IB_——»— HIV ~ -_T__-B -——_‘m\. ‘:
India l 0 1 0 — | T 0
Aninachaf b 13833 | 160 [ a1 | o
?@F}ﬂ'w i 216 0.05 w2 | 005
— I I i S 2 7 _—,_'—‘—_——
| Manipur — . i 0.04 41 0.04
[ Micghalays or |97 | 0% s | 034 |
Mizoram 5 116 ___li‘»’___—d___d—(l.ﬂé ___———‘I = ___————-—'0.23
W__i"ﬁ___; 210 1.32 237 AR
Sikkim [ | AR 0.59 553 | 03 |
ELET 197 a1 | 0.03 218 0.03 |
 Source: SD .. 66 0.05 0| 01|
TI Source: SDG India Index ""Jb;.ﬂuar(!, 2018-19. 3019-20. __-,{)'30_21 T}
-l - .
pr&lde:she success rate of TB treatment for NE region is- Arunachal
O -
86%, N 81%, Assam 83% Manipur 79%, Meghalaya78% Mizoram
81% agaland 81%, Sikkim 82% and Tripura 81% against India
B A W08 <20}
0]" « . N ) )
Alrllfm({e in modern method of family planning
the ta -C neving 100 percent use of modern contraceptives js under
N il As per Table VIIL 5657 of 15-49 aged
e : . :
High women in the country use moder? methodsof family plaxmm,ci’,.
e . - -
and Sils(tkt.lsc of modern contraceptives 15 seen in Arunachal Prades_ h
im while it is lowest in Manipur Howevel, overall, its Us€13
he all India Jevel.

e any

IOWe 4
rfor all the NE states compared 0

ried women aged 15-49 years who us

Tﬂble: \’,l]] -p

roportion of currently it
—_______.___‘__—___‘ . i 3 il Y
Yei .nodcrwgyﬂﬂi"ﬂggﬂmﬂb%
H-’:.‘L___——‘ 2018-19 2019-20 r—ﬁa‘_‘"
L ——C 0
b 53.5 e
5 — | i 30
Arunachal Pradesh | 37 L X
ani - —5
M 'U_’DUy 524 B : lgz s
2 e — HJ' .r——r—”"—l'(_'r ;
Mtg‘h"llayu T S 7_.5473!###9:,—1‘:9 ’____————‘22'5 e
Mizoram z e
l\luual}_ﬁ—ﬁ_—; IM;;- ——_,-_________— 453
“;:‘E]Ei“—# 26.7 3.2 =%
ilﬂ(im i 45.9 A
Tripura ____:‘_f_‘j_,__- : s |
_Tpura 04.1 1.8 r_,,_——,,,_,—"-’ﬁ—«
41|30 *NEHS 3019-2

. _7(}[8-]9.
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Performanc
formance on health manpower

In order to cater
er to cater good as well as quality health se
12 requisites man po

society. ac rvices amons
Ezenzcc):zl;t;rid '(i'c[luatc hﬁ“ahh care centres includit wer
their hCE;Itl{ l']ee]de:};adhf)f hﬁam} systems include the population anc
platforms for car-eld 1-upt,:°t'°‘“0'}5~ governance of the health sector
tools and resourc-eseelzj‘cr}l' WORIOIER numbers and skills. and othe
thereisa Straten\“ t(; Lb Cons_lde“.n‘s’ the health expenses: Globally
I dz:,fel su Stanttall_y {ncrcasc health financing and the
workforce i;l developfnem‘ training and retention of the h
few medical colleg Opmg and least developed countries. Des
East Recion is fa == in Assam, Manipur & Tripura. the entire Nor™
m‘anpo:’:e is facing acute shortage of both health in frastructure a}l
M r, including super specialties, nursing and parame cs

oHFW. 2022). g
Physfcaizllfs [ifuf;::ws the .pOS:ltiOn of the number ofGovernme.mlii
Table X i’t S Shs and mld\(\f[v?s per 105000 populationS.AS pet t
government healt }:)wn that Mizoram has the highest pumb® gl
targets of45. H personnel 0f 49.91 which is higher than the lo )

2 FOWSNET, Nagaland has the lowest number of heal!
personnel i. ) he
0 - 1'e. only 1.11. Manipur has also performed well @3 t
umber is higher than India.
000

Table: IX-N ‘
umber of Governmental Physicians, nurses and midwives per 10,

- populations /
'ric:rﬂ 3018-19 | 201920 /N,}W
— ‘ 53996 |45 | e Ty
T 22096 38 3688 _—
| AF achal Pradesh 126.81 24 ::2/192/
| Assam 136.38 2 y
| Blanipur T 34439 34 37.56_—
r.?li%'l’f!"ﬂ?f’____ . ST | B — 468~
Mizoram_ S I -~
T T

Sikkim ____‘:——)753‘— g "“"337/

-T['ipl.ll"‘l
2018-19. 3”]9—2”

; — e oG
Sowrce: SDG India Index and Dashboard,
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Conclusions
Byt
_dib‘cus:]cja?; :1] ]1;?1]: i Oj NE States with respect to
in different para ; i \ W e observe a wide disparity of performance
already reached 1l : “? S 0? the SDGQB. Some states say Mizoram has
aiid mitiives pe ]Ll :)EU getinterms of Governmental physicians, nurses
the targets in Ia .r .000 populations. Sikkim has also almost reached
lowards chj ]dF:.ellameterS HIV and Meghalayat00 performing better
Slated that the 1\; Olmn"“nlzatlon. I"?ml_“ the discussion itcan also be
Mmaximum indi states namely Sikkimand Mizoram perform well
stay much belowa]nOI& However. other states are yet to catchupand
Performance with 1e target level. For instance. Nagaland has poor
Populations agai respectto health personnel i.e. only 1.11 per 10000
facilities (SN &gj%nﬂ] the national targets 43- Number of new bord
Nurses, midwi . NBSU, NBCC), FRUSs, number of physicians.
the global ( VES ShOEﬂd be increased in all states of NE India to fulfill
argets. While strategies have been adopted in the respective

Slates t
O meet e : ; :
those targets, implementation of the same 1S not studie

so fart
0 reac i J
h a suitable conclusion as to whether the current pace of
pulated time. Studies on

the S

dame

Why Slalé::n reach the target within the sti

studied.m are lagging behind in certain parameters need to be

SDG 3 has been
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Abstract:

I”] umai '
gen erati;i‘;"?fcness towards accommodating
During the in%q to the evolution of the concep
towards th;mal stage ofits evolution exclusiveemph
Slakeholdergl'em"rof_lment. However. academician
be achieveci - ; ter realised that environmental sustainabi
INtention 01‘1 the? C_C(_)ﬂomic and social i
Sustainabl mobilizing efforts globally t0 €1€
Septembere Development Goals (SDGs) were
the dcclaraat‘?ol 5 with 193 countries supporting for
are 17 S[)Gl‘on _0f2030 Agenda for sustainable d©
also set jts S Wltl? the target of 169 agendas. On this line: [ndia has
developp }afget for implementation of SDGs aligning with national
Citizeng :uL: t-agenda?- On the other hand, companics being corporal€
s ICSpOnSlble Io\n\rards th J\’hiCh they exist

petter life for the future
tof 'susmr’nabﬂity A
asis was given
s and other

ate a better Jife forall.
adopted on 2
the cause. Asper

velopment there

e society within ¥

pANCHA © 245

PRA




and operate. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) which “:kjs
voluntary in India was brought under the purview of The (,'ompf”?bsr
Act. 2013 and has been made mandatory for certain calcgo% 103
companies. Accordingly, Sec. 135 of the Companies Act < -
prescribes the areas where companies can undertake CSR activit
and the areas are aligned with the fulfilment of SDGs. An_wng 'the .
SDGs. one of the most important goals is SDG 4, which almsow
‘Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education m?'d P"O”; be
lifelong learning opportunities for all’. Education conijLlCS t.n(, a
one of the mainstays of holistic social development, b651ci§SPels :he
key element of human development. This article aims t0 d1scuznt o
role of CSR in augmenting the overall efforts towards fulfilm
SDG 4 in Assam.

Keywords: )
Sustainable Development Goals, Corporate Socid
Quality Education, Lifelong Learning, Assam.

Introduction: ) the future
Human awareness towards accommodating better 1if for ity. The
generation led to the evolution of the concept of ‘sustaind ilo et
Report of the World Commission on Environment and De"“d g .
Our Common Future (1987), also known as the andtlaﬂm "
defines sustainable development as development that meets trati on
of present without compromising the ability of the future gene lopm
meet their own needs. Initially the concept of sustainable def/_i )
focussed largely on environmental aspects. However, iate_l ; ens
encompass economic and societal aspects as well, in order ;ati ons
just, equitable, and liveable planet for the future genteo
September, 2000 global leaders assembled in what Cf“ne ill pnium
a5 the Millennium Summit, to adopt the United Natlgﬂs ere b and
Declaration. As per this Declaration, the paIﬁCiPaﬁflg papons
in a partnership in providing concerted t?lil’f?lfs t; I
chains of poverty, hunger, diseases, 1111 e .
?cfr (he fulfilment of these objectives, the United Nations

| Responsibi'®

,46 © PRAPANCHA
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Declaration had set out 8 goals to be achieved in atime bound manner
by 2015, These goals were, Goal [: Eradicate eXtreme poverty and
hunger; Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education: Goal 3: Promote
gender equality and empower women; Goal 4: Reduce child mortality;
Goal 5 Improve maternal health; Goal 6: Combat HIV /AIDS, Malaria
and other discases: Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability and
C?()ff/ &: Develop a global partnership for development. Indiatoowasa
Slghatory to this Declaration and as per UNDP India’s Reporton MDGs.
¥ 2015, India has made considerable progress in certain goals. .
: T_he MDGs were the global goals only till 201 5 and since 1ts
!eeption in 2000 global priorities had undergone multitude of changes.
Yowards the end of the first decade of the 21* century, the quEsLoT
garding the post 2015 development agenda started gaining traction.
e?‘e.Unit-ed Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (.20 12)
din Rio de J aneiro, Brazil more popularly known as Rio+20
onference, the participating countries initiated the deliberations on
Elonsé 2,01 S d_e\’fflOpment agenda, that would accommodate thi
mOnrgmg priority areas as well as carry forward the developmen
. 1ehtum generated by the MDGs. Taking the N[DGS. as foundation,
cWer set of global goals were developed to be achieved by 2030.
5 ds 7‘[0“‘ session of the United Nations General Assembly lﬂj?ég
ass Pled the 17 Sustainable Development Gf)alS (SDGs) and ;
o OClated targets, incorporated in a policy document .txt e
ransforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustamab.le
le}’elo])memn. The 17 SDGs are as follows, Goal /: End poverty i
n-s forms everywhere: Goal 2: End hunget, achieve food securlt}f
“nSlllTplroved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture;. gzg; -j :
s Pealthy lives and promote wellbeing for all & llages; Goal ¥
eamie Inclusive and equitable quality education and Pfom"t";l‘, and
empo?\;g Opportunities for all; Goal 3: Achieve gender equvaig sl
Sanitat-er all women and girls; Goal 6: Ensure acceSsbtlo \ reliable.
Susta; 1on for all; Goal 7: Ensure access 10 afforda. ¢, - and
dnable and modern energy forall; Goal 8: Promote inclusi

al
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sustainable economic growth. employment and decent work forall:
Qoal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promotc sustainﬂblc
industrialization and foster innovation; Goal 10: Reduce 1ncquali‘ty
among and within countries; Goal /1 Make cities incl
resilient and sustainable; Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consump
and production patterns; Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts; Goal [4: Conserve and sustainably use the
oceans. seas and marine resources, Goal 15: Sustainably manag®
forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation: \}3“
bio diversity loss, Goal 16: Promote just, peaceful and inclusive
societies; and Goal 17: Revitalize the global partnership for sustaind
development. These SDGs came into effect from 1* January, <%
and they are the most comprehensive sct of global goals 5 it
incorporates social, economic, and environmcntal aspe
development.

Sustainable Development Goal 4 ‘Fnsure inclusi
equitable quality education and promote lifelong 1€
opportunities for all’ : nt
Education is one of the keystones of holistic social developm® .
and it can also act as a catalyst of economic growth and indep*?ndencolf
Its importance can be gauged from the fact that education 15 0
the three indices of human development, along with health anc:
standard of living. Though education has been accorded
almost every civilised society, yet there have beenregions a
of population that have remained marginalised, requiring in
by the relevant authorities. As such quality and inclusive edt
found to be present in the national development agendas 150
every nation. As stated in the previous section, the DGshad én’c
incorporated education as one of the global goals (MDG 2: 4 fchi -
yniversal primary education) and it has also been followed UP
the SDGs (SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality €¢
and promote lifelong learning opportunitie.s‘for a
De\-cln_nment Goal 4. which aims to “ensure inclusive and equitd

usive. safe,
tion

cts ©

ve and
arning
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EZ:I tlglctc.i::ia:[ion and prol'notc lifelong learfling opportunities for jall"
Primary ;1 Zu\S to be ZICth\.-'C.d by 2030. These ten tftrgets are free
t‘-ducmi(:l ] . secondary education; equal acc;ess to qua‘hty pre—pm:nmy
edtlcatio;-hqllal access to affordable technical, vocauo-nal and hlgh.er
Success: 1 l nc.masc the {ulmber of people with relevan.t skills f(?r financial
num ep‘;z :1.““1"‘10 all discrimination in education; universal literacy and
Ciu'zCnshi) .’becliucahon for s.ustainable dev"elopment and gl_obal
educ atioﬁ’ uildand l_lpgmde inclusive and safe sc.hoois; e,.\'pand higher
supply of Scrhf)larShlPS for developing countries and mcn_ease the
seen that gkll)dllﬁed_ teachers in developing (_;ountr%es. Thu§, it can bZ
affordab| G4 a‘_mff to make education mclu'sw_e, egmtable 'an
Primary eZto al_l el“T‘inating every sort of discrimination- Besmiesi
technical ducan.()n’ it also lays emphasis on higl?e:r, vo?anonal anl
leading toe ucatlofl which will enhance emp:loyablllty skills of peopi€
into plba " :Cf)nomlc development. At this pont, the role o_f ?SR comlf{:s
meafﬂncrfusl it Off‘?rs t%le corporate sector huge opporturutles ‘to ma E'T:
OfCSRth- Conbtartions in the above discussed arcas. The thgnn?en
Itis pergi ivities with SDGs have been discussed in the next sect.loné
ongoin :lent to mention at this point that there are already va}'lou
targetsgokt%vennnem policies towards fulfilment ofthe abovc—mentlont
With hy DG 4 besides other SDGs. Howeven the corporatelsec (r);
the effgft resources and wherewithal atits di-sposal, can c‘:om[_) ertrrllt; .
Dresmbe; g f the Government by proacuvel?’ fax_lgzgagmg n o
Citizeng th S8, dreas fiﬂd discharge its respf)n51b111t1<?s as corp
Corpo § ereby bringing noticeable change 1n the society-

C(;;te S(-)ci‘al Responsibility: _ _
exhayst tll]) anies and industries, during the.1r Opel'atl.OnS,e e
Companj < EESOUEEs of the society. Business ethics ¢ Cld ik
Tespon ‘_‘e_s 10 behave like responsible corporate CitiZens an e

‘0 sibilities towards the society, which it other words 1 knoS ir{]

egg:"lﬁe $9Cial Responsibility. In simple words, Cgr?orafil i f; ch

Some hl_snbllny (CSR) isthe responsibility of' coglpzmles tog e s
ing productive to the society within whichit operates an

utilise and
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resources it utilises. The concept of CSR began developing ina
Sll‘ucl_ured manner only since the mid-20* century in the West-
American economist Howard R. Bowen gave the first distinct definitio”
of Sociall responsibility of business in this 1953 book ’ Sociﬂ
Responsibilities of the Businessman ™. According to Bowen s0¢%
responsibilities of business are “the obligations of businessmal to
pursue those policies. to make those decisions or to follow those lines
of aCUOIl] which are desirable in terms of the objectives and values©
our society” (Moon. 2014). Archie Carroll (1979) defines CSR#°
“the economic, legal. ethical, and discretionary expectations that society
has of organizations™ (Moon, 2014). ¢
.Traditiona]]y CSR was largely voluntary and was 1 the nature ©
charity and philanthropy. However, with the passage of fime CSRh2>
been brought under legislative ambit and made mandatory in many
Cou'ntries including India. Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013
which came into force from 1% April, 2014 requires every company”
a) having a net worth of 500 crore INR or more:
b) or turnover of 1000 crore INR or more
¢) or having a net profit of 5 crore INR or more. g
to spend at least 2% of last 3 years average net profitson CSR acuvmes’
Companies not falling under the ambit of the above reg,Ulation also
contribute voluntarily towards CSR activities. Moreover, ©¢ hedul®
V11 of the Companies Act, 2013 also specify the fields or brod
where companies can engage in CSR activities. These areas
broadly aligned with some of the SDGs. In other words, the corP®
sector can actively contribute towards the global development age?
by engaging in effective and meaningful CSR activities in these are
Table 1 below shows the ten CSR areas as prcscribe
Companies Act, 2013 and as the SDGs they are aligned with.

tc
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Table 1:
CSR areas and SDGs

CSR areas as provided in Sec 135 of

an

a ln?Oemplo.yment enhancing vocation skills especially

ab]egg Chll.d ren, women, elderly and the differently
and livelihood enhancement projects

zi:;f;ﬁs_“p h_omES and hostels for women and

and SUC’h Sett}l}ng up (?1‘.;1 .age homes,-day f:gre centres

Measures ;)t o faf:lllfiles for_s.emor citizens .and

and econ 0r_redqug inequalities faced by socially
omically backward groups

Ensuri
u - o .
ring environmental sustainability. ecological

Companies Act, 2013 _F_____i____,

El'a 1cats

pmdlc‘_mng hunger, poverty and malnutrition, | SDG 1
mqlr:_lmmg preventive healthcare and sanitationand | SDG 2
axing available safe drinking water SDG 3
SDG 6

Promoti v £ : : :
ng education, including special education SDG 4
SDG 8

Pro :
| 1 10m - .
oting gender equality, empowering women. __————

bala < 5
—alance, protection of flora and fauna. animal |

SDGs

SDG S5
SDG 10
SDG 16

W
refs’i)fare, agro forestry, conservation of natural SDG 7
urces and maintaining quality of soil,airand | SDG?
er SDG 11
SDG 12
Pr SDG 13
| in‘;lec_nOn of natural heritage, art and culture SDG léf
hmﬁ;‘g‘“g.mstoraﬁon of buildings and sites of SDG 15
publ; C?l importance and works of art: setting up | SDG 11
trad-‘-c libraries; promotion and development of
Itional arts and handicrafts
& "‘/J_’/
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v Measures for the benefit of armed forces veterans.
. war widows and their dependents N g

e

1 ! 3 = ) T R - _’ﬁ]l\‘. ‘| /"
vi | Training to promote rural sports. nationaltl) |
|

| recognized sports, Paralympics sports and Olympic |

| sports 510

g

Vil i Contribution to the Prime Minister’s National Relief spG 16
' Fund or any other fund set up by the Central
’.I Government for socio-economic development and
'relief and welfare of the Scheduled Castes
Scheduled Tribes, other backward classes,
minorities and women GY
X | Contributions or funds provided to technology =P
incubators located within academic institutions which
are approved by the Central Government SpG 6
X | Rural development projects spG 7
spG?
Source: D ; ] —
" Data compiled by Researcher.
- - i ACt1
Itis evident from the above table that the COlﬂPE‘mezmeﬂt
2013 has prescribed a comprehensive list of areas for enga® jvelY

as CSR activities by the corporate sector, which can effect
contribute towards the fulfilment of SDGs. SDG 4: Ensur® inclu
and quality education for all and promote lifelong Jearning COH:he
under the ambit of the second CSR area prescribe by cial
Companies Act, 2013, i.e., Promoting education. including Spf.:auy
education and émployment enhancing vocation skills espe€! n
among children, women, elderly and the differently ablec © s¢
livelihood enhancement projects. Thus, it can be s€¢€T! that Ehc
C'SR areas are significantly aligned with the targets of SDY

discussed in the previous section.
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Allocation of CSR Funds in India and Assani: ‘

The broad area of Education. along with Health and Sa_nita.tlon
¢ the highest recipients of CSR funds in India and Assam Since
'CSR became mandatory in 2014 and this trend continues till date.
these two areas are followed by the CSR areas of Rural Developn}ent
and Environmental Sustainability. As stated in the previous section,
Fhe broad CSR arca 2 pertainingdto education has been sub divic?ed
110 Education, Livelihood enha;cement projects, Special education
flnd Vocational skills. The allocation of CSR funds in these sub areas
;r:)gndia and Assam for the period of last five years from 2017-18 10
V2122 is shown in the following table.
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ds
t that the quantum of CSR fun

. . PR . ‘ fnc
A the four subareas. il

i : - been the highestamong S s the
Table 2: vested in education has beet »fCSR fund allocation acrosstl N
p P4 " £ . ) . - The o 2 f Cl
S . o s oT I India as well as in Assam. The patter - the area 0f Spe
Allocation of CSR funds in the sub areas of educa e llasin e s 1 di'landASSﬂm’‘“th[h
four sub areas are quite similar in Indié - 1lvin case of Assarm.
. : 2017-18 to 2021-22. rsubareas are qu - 4o Fspeciallyn¢
India and Assam from 2017-1¢ . ) - ad i 1qStCSRIundS. pec [lotted on
—r= education having received the lez has been atlo
— ) ] = t fﬁ_]_l]ds 2
| o 3 lniy —+ o <2l 3 : ' meagre amount o SR funds1n
| & g 2 =3 - =+ | = Itcan be seen that very meag . tum of C
N F o2 i = — F| E education for the specially abled. The higher quan at education along
N7z ‘ ) 6 3 . facttna o
heEZ ‘ | = . . ted to the y ince
~ = o = 5 58a mainstream education can be ﬂtmbuf usareasofbusmesshousess 1t
= = 5 i =1 — ] = . e oC n
Sl o = =2l o with healthcare were traditionally the s not properly SmlcmrcdEE ely
| = =i oo —!  Z2jed| L ; : wa o i v
= £8 | e the times when the concept of CSR thropy by business: [tis relat i
: = . ! [ = : g 5 ilanth LR g
! ESig 2 S 2= was just viewed as charity and Phllm, u CSRacqueSOHOI]”. :
-8 =S S 3| 95| e ier for hiicinecs to undertake followup ially educati
nN 22 = | = €aster for business houses ther subareas, ESPEC!
N , P ; : €
| S et — =g & previously engagedareas O oweraress e
g =L =2 =10 : : . ve ; u
-] 21 | =gl B for the specially abled are comparali areaﬁeldofmams“emefﬂagship
| 22 { ) | V]
= =| 8| S S R K] e Itis also important to note that the ithanumber ot e
, | =% | —T = . po the sovernmentwi ha Abhtyalt
| lg Sl ol ol Bla| & 'salready significantly funded by Abhiyan, Samagr® e Abhiyan
- z el i =2 = 1 ’ i
rcql g =S i3 | L T2] 2 schemes such as the Sarva Shiksha htriya UchchﬂﬁarshlkSh; oughtin
== ! & : ion Missi S Lo
AL =] | , v—llfll’—? = (National EducatlonM15510“)=Rad- changes h bR tion Policy
p— — — [ N1 =N 3} r’\. [ l
S S| 2 = S| =l < (RUSA) and so on. Recently. parfi gt?;nofI‘JationalEduc'czi Jtory, the
= Bl =S 2 =il S . : i uc J
E £ ! = =i =N IS the education sector with the intro ce CSR became mag in the are
. = | ' —— n S
J | e o 2l 8e|s 2020. In the last one decade SltedSufﬁcie“tCSR r:; Iso engas
i ‘| ! ) s e 1 a
; ol 3 ol = 3| =iz % Corporate sector has alreadymve? re, corporates s re balance
| — C—— { . ' (0}
!' bl S} | | ‘ — = Ofmainstream education. There as \,Nenin orderto €1 ities such
{ o = -2 R i = . . { 3
‘ =z 5[8| r%l E oo =| 8 Proactively in the other sub areas a2 Undeftakmgacnc ting the &1
~ it pra = v €d ~- 1 =l
§= = %L 81 = &= % =~ de"elopment of the broad CSR arting'c1\a\.f21renessforcdl an eqmtﬁble
lag-.. - | 1 u . . . ve
=T = = 2 5| = “ducating the specially abled. crea will lead 1 mCIUS“t'Onalskillsand
[ —- | ) 4 — L3 . = =Y - 1
= “iEE &2 Flgle child and the marginalised Sbcuons'ety mp v ficiaries 10 7
=] e | | — : . 2 Cl & c .
- 2 =1 i s development of educationin the s0 will enable hsl qtesectorin@
~ el (O ! — | = livel; rojects orpo! ie.t0
= 8!@1 ‘f}; S é' < = - ¢lihood enhancement proj Tedﬁﬂ“ortsbythﬂc ?:).5004.1.6.. '
= Ve i i = . . - e <
Tz & F FE S el independent. CONCEL" . pievemen T yelifelong
=S | s Of these sub areas will help mtlml-lyeducaﬁon
] = 5 st ¢ : 1all
e § | _ R . tlfnsmemcluswe and equitable qu i
1888 085 | |g< Saming opportunities for all. pANCHA O %
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Conclusion:

Corporate presence in the North Lastern part o
Assam is very scanty and it is also reflected in the lesser quant=r
CSR investments in the state as compared to pan India CSR allOC_‘c‘U(?n
as seen in Table 2. Most of the CSR spending companies opcl‘at!l‘l?—l 1111
Assam are either the Central Public Sector Enterprises (€ PSEs) 1 Ol, -
natural gas and power sector or the tea companies besides few banl\s
and financial institutions. Though the amount of CSR funds in E}fe‘ib
such as special education and voEatioﬁal education are comp’:“-auveilr)i
lesser in Assam. From the annual reports provided by few i PSECS; as
Assam such as Oil India Limited (OIL) and Oil and Natural o1
Corporation (ONGC) to name a few. it is found that they have 2 if
undertaking CSR activities in these areas in project mode. However‘of
such projects are undertaken on a larger scale by a greater numbei:nt
companies in the state, it will lead to tangible results interms of fulﬁ%m h
of SDG 4. Achievement of SDG 4 hold even more significanc® ?na
present times with the advent of NEP 2020, when the state is almif=

achieve Gross Enrolment Ratio of 50% by 2035.8

" - * ,
{India mcludmg_
1tum O
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Corporate Social Responsibility
in Development of
Rural Self Dependency -
A Case Study on Oil India Limited

. Rasmita Borkotoky

Introducti()n

1 : . o
" Indian rural mass comprise a substantial majority of the

Po :
Pulation ang they are in a stage of under-development The

Problemec 1:1, . -
ms like ignorance, ill health, illiteracy; poverty, €tc arc most

acute j . .
diSpa:P Tural areas. These problems along with the soc10 eC:OIlomlc
: ities between rural and urban areas tend to highlight the

Im . )
Portance of rural development. In fact rural development 152 national

t Sty and has considerable importance due to the fact that, about
Tee-foy

evelopn:sh O-f India’s population live.s in rural arcr:ls.T'};}'IULSJ ::;ﬁg
aliong defnt 1s needed to develop nation as a whole. 1 Z =
Of change ;)n - rural development as “Rural Development1s pniled
Ose ofg » OY Which the efforts of the people themselve.s areu d
80Vemment authorities to improve their economic, social an

Cul . .
Lconditions of communities into the life of the nation and enable

- “M 1O cony o ent
iy Ontribute fully to national programme ' Rural deve‘lop{n.
and social living

l 1 : - -

Condi ©8Y aiming at the improvement of’ economic atk s

Orldons, focusing on a specific group of poor people inrure ari i

adequy Bank (1975)]. However, the efforts of Govt may nf’_n -
'€10 provide all the necessities of rural development.

pRAPANCHA o 257




fare of society 15
one, but more
al” (Save

anplay?

being increasingly recognized that progress and wel
212:(6(:)1’?]1};1 the feSpOnSi!:)ility of the Government al
Child olders need to be involved to attain the development 80

ren Sweden, 2007). In this regard, corporate sector c

i;grriliﬁcant.rgle for sustainable development of rural areas throu
o lous policies under Corporate Social Responsibilities-
ole of Corporate Sector and CSR Policy
sformed

@ In rece.nt years, the Corporate Sector, has radically tran>" e
€ perception and understanding that corporations have © eir 1278
Fole in society and consequently, there has been a rﬁ‘/ol"tion 11:
u?t;;:iemeptaﬁon of CSR programmes at the ground level. As2 rest
Zorpiil'f from purely profit to profit with social responsibili maﬂ);
corpore care enc'lorsmg. the term CSR. Itis essentially 2 cor t0
ake it)l’)e;)tmpame:s dc?cnde voluntarily to contribute to § t.)g 0
o I er and environmentally cleaner (European €O isst
oall tile . t{iineral CSR ls.understood asthe corporation’s hg? te
o cholders. Itis the commitment of businesst0€On" o
o na le economic development by working with emploY ve
thel-r fam‘l_le% the local community and society of 1arge toimP"”) d
enevlirrquahty of life in ways that are both good for bUSin‘?S 2‘:0
beha\?:mte;:‘t CSR is the continuing commitment by busmeshﬂe
irnprovixf ﬂllcally and contribute to economic developme™™ ' i1
s tho locz%l e qua.hty of life of the workforce and their familicS a51h115
e community and society at large.”” (WBCSD 1999) . g
N 1s regardec! as a weapon through which companics give somethmd
t ;w to the society. “CSR isnot only a voluntary action put bc)’oI;Il
at.. Corporate Social activities are the part of interfac® betW® e
!JUSIHCSS and society (Brammer, Jackson (2012)- Therefor®: th?f
is aneed to study and understand how corporate enterp ises ar® usiné

CSR activities on socio-economic development, specially rural 8%

Oil India Limited

0Oil India Limited, a ‘Maharatna’ Public Sector Und
Qil an

the pioneer and second-largest national upstream
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Company with a pan Indian presence and growing global footprint.
OIL is all set to conquer newer horizons of all-round growth and
excellence. It is engaged in Exploration, Production and Transportation
of crude Oil, Natural Gas and Manufacture of LPG with its field
Headquarters at Duliajan, Dist.— Dibrugarh, Assam.
CSR in Oil India Limited
CSR at OILis guided by the following Vision: <OILisaresponsible
corporate citizen deeply committed to socio-economic development in
its areas of operations, keeping inview the sustainability ofits operation’
OIL beingaresponsible corporate citizen constantly endeavorsto
empower disadvantaged communities by actingas acatalyst for socio-
economic development by address issues like poverty, unemployment,

developmental disparity, et. Since its inception OIL has always given
top priority towards the all-round development of the people residing
in and around the Company’s area of operation. OIL management

understands that there is a need to strike a balance between the oV

objectives of achieving corporate excellence vis-é-.vis'the corporate
responsibility towards the commumnity. Jt is this twin objective of business
mpted OILto embark upon massive

and social commitment that has pro
programmes of educational, health and infrastructural development
endeavors; an attempt to invest technology witha human face.

Key elements of OIL’s CSR Policy: o

Oil India Limited perceives Corporate al Responsibility iB
the form of following statements: :

“Social responsibility of business encompasses the &¢ onorm

that society has ©

legal, ethical, and discretionary expectations
organizations at a given point in time”

113 IR H ] 1 t to
~ “Corporate Social Responsibility (CSB) 1sa CO?’:S’tmen.
improve community well being through discrefior businessP
and contributions of corporate Fesoure:

?

Objective of the Paper .
1. Tostudyand gnderstand CSR —initiatives gﬁ:ﬁi
OIL for rural development for generation ofemployment 1
and education.
HA O 259




2. Toexamine the OIL’s mode of action for implcmcnta[ion of
CSRinitiatives.

3. Toassess the impact of CSR on soci
or rural areas under its operational areas.

4. To get the knowledge of awareness
initiatives amongst the rural population.

The study was carried out with the help of a definite sampls
design where population was selected randomly from the Dibrugd”
District’s OIL operational areas. The sample siz€ covere
respondents out of the total population for the study.
Research Questions

The research question for the purpose of achieving

1. Do OIL consider the rural people under its op

as a stakeholders? -
2. What CSR initiatives are taken by the OIL for

development?
3. How OIL implement CSR progr

business strategy?

Methodology
The type of research methodology used in
and descriptive in nature. tive 10
To attain the objectives of this study, it becomes impe}‘ ‘ ited D
gather various information pertaining to the role of Oil India LATL =

: e PoIIC)"
Rural Development through its Corporate Social Responsnbllltgtainirl g
A combination of different approaches was followe

dforo

both Primary and Secondary data. . o with the

Primary data was collected through personal mterv'le Relatio 1S
respondents. A list has been obtained from tl?e Pub.llC < beed
department of OIL and accordingly personal interview (st )
organized with the people and the various Self Help GroupP
located inthe vicinity. At

On the other hand, Secondary data were collected through v
ned from Public Relations departmen

i ] t
o-economic dev clopmen

about OIL’S CSR

the objective’ :
. a
eratlonal are

rufﬂl

£ its
ammes as part ©

his study is explo™

ous

¢ OIL and al%°

recurd% obtai
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from various journals of the company, literature, brochures, leaflets,
manuals of CSR Policy. OIL’s web sites, internal portal, etc. The
data obtained from the secondary sources are very much helpful to

go through the various processes.
OVERVIEW OF THE CSR PROJECTS OF OIL

Here an attempts has been made to analyse the impact of C SR
activities of Oil under three areas: Education, Healthand Sustainable

Livelihood Generation.
EDUCATION
1. OIL Super 30
OIL Super 30 was first started in 2010-
Assam with an objective to coach students ffo

backgrounds to help them crack various engineering en

including prestigious IIT-JEE. Today. :
Six districts including Guwahati, Jorhat, Dibrugarhand Nagaonin Juish
Itanagar in Arunachal Pradesh, and J odhpurin Rajasthan. Duringthe FY
2021-22 (as per Annual Report)a total of 200 numbers of students were
coached under OIL Super 30 projects across A1l 6 centres.
2. OIL DIKHYA |

The project was started in the year_.‘2012_13‘ Education is 0111;
among the most pertinent areas of intervention for oven'a]l deve]‘gﬂrgf ;
of individuals and well-being of society 2t Jarge. The PI‘O_]CCt OI; | y
aims atimplementation of multi-pronged interventions i
holistic approach for imparting technology-based smart {cac i
learning in rural schools of OIL’s operational areas of Tinsukia, D,. mtgare
& Charaideo districts. The various activities under the prOJcchi
Computer and Value-Added Education and Supplementary ’I.c'ie‘a;.i szsg
in Schools for class VI to VI in 30 Govt. I schoolsof thesefﬁed by
N Y 2021 -22, a total number of 6840 students were benell
IC;LE Dikhya project (Annual Report 2021-22).

ALTHCARE | "

I. OILSPARSHA : The project W s;artf:alnri Z?rilr)]/-llmusc

Providing mobile healthcare services throu% g{ibrugarh Lo

dOCtors and paramedics in remote areas 0 )

11 withacenter in Guwahatl,
m economically challenged
{rance exams

OIL SUPER 30 centresarerunin




SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD GENERATION::

(,um:m_ly, OIL Sparsha caters to the primatc health care needs of the P
people in and around OIL’s operation areas of Tinsukia, Dibrugarh: ' ROJECT_RUPANTAR
district of Arunachd e )Rl_‘Pamal‘ is one of the flagship nterventions of OIL'S CSRaims
reating alternate livelihood opportunities for unemployed women

i Charaideo districts of Assam and C hanglang
| pradesh. In FY 2021-22, a total 2016 nos. of mobile healt® camp® 2
were conducted under the project benefitting a total of 14624 5 -\iomh from OIL’s operational areas covering parts of Upper Assam
patients (Annual Report 2021 27, az %ngag@g them in entrepreneurship development programs crealing
12. OILAROGYA : Started in the year 2012-13,OIL Arogyais Se;‘:)‘zs 1'%1 self e[_nployrnen; (1):(1) th(;I péimary, secogdary and tiefr;llally
amulti-pronged healthcare interve i PN istica roach . The project since 2003 ha encouraged many sel-ne'P
towards reduction of [nfant P\Z‘;‘i’;’??‘;ﬁinﬁﬁiﬁihd Niiemal i?ﬁff Sst) aridj oigt liabili%gr Oul:: (JLG%:O iﬁ?ie;ﬁga‘:ﬁg
M i : g L 0 ctivities yprovlmgtele_Sl ral
m;:ig aiztsrﬂﬁﬁil)&\:/f;ii;llSno_rfotc?usu?g on dlett?rszs ziri?:;itsing E?th()ldi“g along with financial and material assistances for starting
it walarand , Immu ization, mte.rven. jon R - ir entrepreneurial ventures. « A
projeot is 16 buld eilincg e i ofthe nidue o " tniya i OEREEE i also run under the profect FEC 2ifes
' comprising pregnant woge eV;SI'}C{)bUSt ﬂetworé C;J'Aao a W, i;v e pmfe§s1onal shoptterm since 2004 to'prqwdeprofesswnﬂl ot
| Governmént Healfhiare men, ASHA workers, O 0 eyt into? e ennssslis B, DT et Page Designing Taly, C L€ E
| ; providers and other service provicer™” d -+, Java, Visual Basic, etcin Duliajan- In Fy 2021-22, 1268 students
| well-knit support group for to deal withissues of maternal and have enrolled themselves inthese courses 214 D2 benefited from
| health. In FY 2021-22, the project impacted 1 5823 beneficia® 2. AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT'PROJECT
3. OIL SHAKTI : The word Shakti meaning sacre ,f"rce . Started in 1991 the projectentail -1 roduction of moder™ methods
{ empowerment signifies the fact that menstrual health & hygien® o of cultivation for maximizing farm yield by extending in-field t.mlmng
E' ﬁ the core of women empowerment, equa]ity andr ights. The P roJ° d by experts from Assam Agriculmre Departmerlt and Assar agﬂ culture
| acts upon the issues of limited awareness, access and diSPOSaI ZI;O University (AAU) providing high yield variety seeds organl‘c i
E social stigma surrounding menstruation. In y 2021-22 27d n farming tools and implements- An annual programgle Meet thf
! packets (8 pc per packet) of sanitary napkins were distnbute Far‘mGrsa’ an interactive session with experts o0 var ious 155!135;)
OIL’s operations area (Annual Report 2021 -22). hip agriculture, current practices Of commercializat n, .advanr;m
4. OTHER HEALTH INTIATIVES: Besides oIL’s f1a8° the ?Chnolog}’» government schemes O agriculiure Bt - l:itretrtj;)i];lmg
5 programmes, var ious other health initiatives were urldﬁft?‘-kerl bylevs ; urthermore, the focused interventions were given to ump Farming
/ company to augment healthcare infrastructure and improve PGOP ar€ g] the field of Rice-Based Cropping Systen. I.megrat:
| access to healthcare services. Some of the major initi? tive” 055 3y(s)tem’ Organic Farming and Model Commeret Nurs i
/ installationand commission of PSA Oxygen plantsat9 hospitals act -OILJ l_EEVIKA (ARUNAC - ofasy tainable
the country. The company contributed a sum Of Rs.65 crores O™y e Jeevika started in 2016 for implefliffntf‘tlon  motestarasO
pM care Fund inorder to support the Govt. In dealing with emergel . D,ethOd intervention amongst people living ae el ¢ Arunac
ovide relief 10 th iyun Circle covering Changlangan cai districts ©
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der
. ivities were iinPlcmcnth.,un her
Pradesh. Two broad ecO}?‘Ol_‘nliif:(i;"\;‘[g;Zy Proccssmi Linfot:lh(?t?lthe
the project, namely. BT; f;ial;u]se processing. ldli:ojmﬂtion of
Mustard, ?URg;r‘]\:r}zthen;ate sources of incolmfez[llisc the potential
project 1s. (? general sters to help people
Selfjsusm@?hg h: eil(frlloffzi f}iszctivmes undertaker;l SAKSHYAM 1
ayailabls mthereg LY ABLED : PROJEC iat is a vocationd
4. FOR DIFFERENT din2019. Project Par}J at 15.(0 economic
i forpevson with disabiltyfor et disabilities 0
learning initiative for g: the project, person w1th. el prodt_lce
empowerment. U? tation Centre, Duliajan are tr Ell(led {hus enabling
L ]b babies with were then mark ct Parijat als©
BATIICHES fOI.‘th-e e Orrnﬂ their own livelihoc_'d' P-rgf fhe mainstre.am
the beneﬁ(.:la,ne? - ;a rsons with disabilities Wi tin productwe
IS AFARImLIANTE e p:;eir continues eng:clgem.e-[:,e mental healﬂg
society Whll? et?sunngfthe essentials for their positl LEARN IN.
activities, whichis one OoN OF VOCATIONAL f people WIt
CONSTRU CTCIio-economi ¢ empowerment a(;nin g Centr¢ ﬂl';
SEI\SI%S —f;u(;rd:l?ion stone of the Vozatqi%za::;fre onceready -‘?;:ls
isabilities, laid. rvarl
e ltining e i prodehin s A
provide Skluﬁemnllr;gt; help the beneficiaries become )
value —adde éCEN ARIO OF THE STUDY se from the ¢r0
OVERALL  Thave received a.good re‘spol’lhe peopleare ve >
.At the outsf‘L operational area and SHGs. T L for the pefson
section Of:the (;to r:spon d to the questions frafn_ie manner. oW
much d Ehgh:ie sponded in a very clear and pOSItlthc policy and se
- e very réluctant to say about meager- The
the responden‘t;l wérs R Policy of OIL seems to be ver)tf1 a0
knowleree o7 € f/ery much delighted that there alI ¢ Sed. o
respondents ar'l d to make themselves self emp Oyfthe responden J
that can be aval eb erved that the awareness level 0 because aro
X Eas Efsiﬁl; éSR activities of OIL is satisfactory,
about the e
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75% of
CS

the acyjy

e respondents are aware of the activities under [hc. k\:m:i
R Policy of ¢ ML and the rest 259% respondents are not aware
ities under the existing CSR Policy. "maiotity ol the
lthas been found that the satisfaction level 01 Inujmlt}‘l{l fin
People j e, 78% about the present CSR activities imtl-a.lcd by (‘)1 l“::z

imited related to Employment Generation is high. These people ¢
Very positi

ve that the approach made by OIL. Lhmu«:.'h (._‘S.R l\?hc_\ il;
Avery Constructiye approach and the people of this region sh(?lu ‘L'
“vailsuch OPportunity and make themselves SleSUHlL‘.lCIlL 1 ?c._\t
hewiewed that people should continue their businesses mla constan
Way and should always try to increase the size of their business. |
© respondents believe that the time taken for implementing
t}?e_CS ACtivities ig t€asonable. They viewed that they have
V%Slted the Public Aftairs department OIL at f; rst and got the clear
Picture Of the policy. The methods of obtaining the facilities are
:312%2; irT a ver.y simple way. At'tnfr completing t—he uméu
- UICS their funds are casily being released and there y
l'unmng the b
CCording
0 d

Usinesse
all the fespondents, the existing initiatives takt‘.n_ by
“an H:rdCSR Po icy are effective, However, further value addmfm
from : e-by_ Seherating more avenyes for rural development. Apart
Care . “Xisting area Ofdevelopment more areas should be
Cve Opm

tom €ntand employment generation thf:reof. o
ILg ac “SUrvey jt hag been observed that majority ot: the SH(JS ‘
ey Cept O g CSR policy as the back bone of thejr self
o They Viewed that the constructive and the supportive
rOar“ing (;f()l have helped them 4 lot to be selfemployed and not
Fr, e and thepe for job opportunity.
Clive iy, N Suw-ey ithas beep found tha
hle €350cip-

S Smoothly.

taken

tthe CSR policy of OIL is
development ofits operational areas.
Perational area were being developed

4ges are being adopted by OIL and
AVenues were

being generated.

€Conomic

. fesiding Near O[] 5
nlOI‘e Qm ex{e

that Some vil|
Ymeny
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extend itS
pondems

The respondents are also expecting that OIL si‘wllld
CSR activities beyond its operational arcas. FFew of 'fhc res o ion
expressed their views that OIL should not restrict the implemen
of the CSR policy only inits operational arcas. ‘ . (o the

From the above view of respondents we canTl chtly .”_lmf . fie
conclusion that although OIL is providing full CSR support i 11‘411&3213
of Education, Health and Sustainable Development in the ! 3‘{ oft
under its operational areas, but there is a need of more lebllClt},ail the
CSR Policy in any form. so that every needy people can a_\ anent
opportunity of self-employment and the dependency o PZI r;-tising
employment can be reduced to a great extent. Further. morea Vor ks, SO
and publicity is required in its area for such developmental W
that all the stakeholders are aware of the same.®
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Online Purchasing Behaviour of
Young Generation in
Guwahati and Nagaon City :
An Empirical Study

= Dipankar Baidya

Abstract;

shop]:ei:(s:? the SﬁOPP!’f?g has been taking a turning point. The
is Upwarg (;{if?dmg it convenient to shop O‘nline, and th.e rren.d
tween c'ducz;presem paper intends to find the relationship
on and income of consumers and the products

hase. This study is basically based on primary data
s Of{:ﬁ:;[he yYoung generation of Guwahati and Nagaon
‘fuestiof?naj,-e ;n. ]?he data is collected through structured
Selectiop of y(.) 1 this research descriptive design is used. For the
IQS beep, C‘olle Ung people convenient sampling is used. The data
Sto 3 Yo cled from 310 young people at the age groups from

Was Conducrek;q}rG“Wahati (205) and Nagaon (105). The study
q”a"ysis of day th’_v“gh google form to collect the data. For the
Tingg i CO:;CC[I iz; vot table of MS Excel has been used. The study
aduae :)’ ;’/[3 I.hat the major purchaser IS- highly ed_ucared

> Major youth shoppers are having lower income

Key Worgs. 10000 per month).

e

they DPuyc

an

€SS than R

I'chae . . ; i
Chase behaviour. young generation. Nagaon, Guwahati.
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5
1 co k] 2 . . v ] 1
nsumers’ self and his environment. This interaction takfes

Introduction

Online purchase has become a new trend of shopping nO\f\’ﬂd'ﬁWS
and is quickly becoming an important part of lifestyle. Dueto wide
spread internet access by people and e-commerce usage by trader>:
online shopping has seen a massive growth in recent years: Youngr
Qeople have been the majority shoppers online and thus this .Study
finds out the attitude of youth towards online purchase. This partict aI
paper attempted to find out whether there is any impact of factors ke
educational qualification, income level and online product price rang®
on online purchasing. The study was undertaken among the student®
of two cities of various Colleges and Universities. i

E-retailing started out way back in 1997 when Dell COII}PUI‘_3
got multimillion dollars orders on the website. E-Retaillr_lg :]
synonymous with electronic retailing, virtual retailing, digital remllﬂ?w
business- to- consumer (B2C) transaction model of e-Comm¢! ri
(Arora, 2013). E-Commerce inched into common man s Jife throu&
travel retail, financial services and e-tailing (Arora, 201 3).

COnSlfmer behaviour is the study of how individual s
and organizations select buy, use and dispose of g00ds: Serwcl of,
1deas or experiences to satisfy their needs and wants. (ke f
2009). Consumer Behaviour may be defined as “the intergla)-/

forces that tak ' ' g "
es place during a consumption proces= place

s, group®

between three elements viz. knowledge, affect and behawOLer:f;se

COI‘ltil:ll.lCS through pre-purchase activity to the post purc. 12
experience; Itincludes the stages of evaluating. acquiring ust
and disposing of goods and services”. (Sahney. 2012)-
Need and Importance of The Study nt
~ Theonline purchase among students has been increasing " re'c?ﬂg
times. 40 percent of youth (which comprise of 50 percent e‘retalh of
consum@S) are between the age group of 18 -30. Since majost {15
the hus.mess comes from the higher education students an 1.1 ip
expanding day by day, hence this study intends to study the relatio™” 1

268 O PRAPANCHA

between demographic parameters like education and income and
Products they buv,
Objectives of The Study
I. To study the relationship between education of consumers
R Taml the products they purchase
<. To study the relationship of income of consumers and the
R Products they purchase
eseath Methodology
the y_l;)llllljustuf‘ly is ba‘sically based on primary fiz-lta co‘llected from
data ig Coc]’lpt()p}e of Guwahati and Naga.on c1t.1es of A-SSEIIH. Thlfi
eSCriptiveCted Fh"o_llgh structured questlon-nalre. In this researcl
Convenje e deslgl.l is .used. For the selection of young peopi€
310 younlll Samph“'.% is used. The data has peen collected from
(105). Thb generation people of Guwahati (205)‘and NagIaoln,
2023 Fmtihstucly was conducted in the month of May tol;u )
U9, Thio qe Y 10 O datapivol table of MS Excel has been
of age o ¢finition of young generation in India is 18-30 years
_© 8roup.
le!;ations of The Study:
1 h ) —i«t;:dy has tl.me following limitations— _
e study is limited to young people / students of GUW?l.laU
and Nagaon, the conclusions cannot be applied toall cities,
and of course it can be applied to the cities, if similar conditions
are prevailed.
Stu(.iy is limited to certain period, which may b
Session for shopping or in the examination period when young
generation/students are busy with their examination
prepal“atio[l_
Study is limited to some of the products,
Eveflotlll:prehemive' o i
! menda(:-u gh the study has limitations. 1t derive
1ons based on the findings.

e in the slack

it is not

g some useful
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Review of Literature
Online consumer behaviour is new dimension t

. mer ag ing
consumer behaviour. One may not be finding suiticient and wel
nt researchers

In this study
es done by

o age long existing

established theories on this new born arena. Differe
however studied this new dimension for a very long ime.
the researcher concentrates mainly on the various studi -
previous researchers pertaining to the interplay between Pcrcelt‘/e
risk and trust during five steps of buying behaviour in online shoppi&:
C. M. K. Cheung. 2003 study makes an important input 1nt0 2
growing number of research papers on online customers’ behaviour:
The study analyses online consumer behaviour by proposinga Yesearc
framework with three building blocks (intention, adoption an
continuance). The authors find that most studies investigate intenj[l(i:;
and the adoption of online shopping. whereas continuance behav1©
1s under-researched. :
Moreover, the study uses these building blocks (e
adoption. and continuance) to analyse online consumer behaviotr ah
a framework. Constantinides, 2004 notes that most of the 1'656?“211
and debate focuses on the recognition and analysis of factor that
influence the behaviour of online consumers. C. M. K. Cheung- Jdop
studies online consumer behaviour and explores how consu.merS ado
and use online purchasing. In particularly, the emph
antecedents of consumer online purchasing intention
(C. M. K. Cheung, 2003). Understanding the system 08" | for
shopping and the behaviours of the online consumers 1S
practitior{ers to.compete in the fast-expanding virtual mar ding
Constantinides, 2004. G. Lohse, 2000 explains that unders@?” .
online consumer behaviour is also important as itmay help comP™ g,
clarify their online retail strategies for website design, onlin ad
market segmentation and product variety.

ntention:
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Table-2 it exhibits that the shoppers of Nagaon whose monthly_
income is between 10000-20000 buy clothing in the price range ol
1001-2000. Maximum percentage is (9). The shoppers of Guwahat!
whose monthly income is between Rs. 10000-20000 buy clothing "
the price range of Rs.501-1000. Maximum percentage is (8). The
shoppers of Nagaon purchase footwear in the price range of Rs. 1001-
2000 and the income of shoppers is Rs. 10000-20000. Maximum
percentage is (11). The shoppers of Guwahati buy footwear inthe
price range of Rs. 2001-5000 and the income of shoppers 1S Rs.
10000-20000. Maximum percentage is (6). The shoppers havire ol
monthly income between Rs. 10000-20000 in Nagaon buy Fashion
Accessories in the price range of Rs. 0-500. Maximum percentage
(7). The shoppers having the monthly income petween Rs. 100,00.‘
20000 in Guwahati buy Fashion Accessories in the price range of RS-
0-500. Maximum percentage is (7). The shoppers of Nagaon ™%
Books/Magazines in the price range of Rs. 0-500 and the incom¢ ©
shoppers is Rs. 10000-20000. Maximum percentage is (14)- 1 he
shoppers of Guwahati buy Books/Magazines in the price ral.lge 0
Rs. 0-500 and the income of shoppers is Rs. 0- 10000. Max‘muﬁ
percentage is (10). In Nagaon the shoppers buy Mobile phonesffable
in the price range of Rs. 5001-10000 and the monthly income ¥
shoppers is Rs. 10000-20000. Maximum percentage i‘f’ (7)- "
Guwahati the shoppers buy Mobile phones/Tablets in the price l‘n;fs
of Rs. 10000 and above and the monthly income of shoppers 15
10000-20000. Maximum percentage is (9)-
Findings ‘e

I. Itis found that major shoppers purchase the products 11%<
clothing, footwear, fashion accessories, books, M
phones/ tablets.

Again itis found that the shoppers buy the prod
price ranges (Rs. 500- 1000), except mobile (Rs-1
above) in both the cities.

3. The study found that majority of buyers arc

!\J

-5,
post graclual‘v
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4. 1tis found that the majority of shoppers aré in the income
range of less than Rs. 10000 per month.

Conclusions

The present study reveals that the major products bought by the
young shoppers of Guwahati and Nagaon are- clothing, footwear,
fashion accessories, books, mobile phones/tablets. The major_
shoppers buy products in lower price ranges (Rs. 500-.1000).- excepl
mobile (Rs. 10000 and above) in both the cities. Major buyers arc
highly educated (post graduates). The majority of hoppers D fr;)m
lower income groups (less than Rs. 10000 per month). Education 125
shown significant association to nternet retailing. It1s noted thatt:
respondents are sufficiently educated. falling m the category ©

graduates and above. Again, the respondents

computer literate population with higher €XP - ‘
i versatile use of various online

Interne : :
: ernet. Although, the population makfes : ng. information
pplications such as emailing, messaging: online gamre: retailing

research etc. Annual household income affects int¢m€t ¥
adoption. Hj gher income signifies people of higher age gm:lp'cmen t
monthly income signifies the pedple of lowerage group. In 2

study the lower income group found to b major shopper™:
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Emotional Intelligence and
Work-Life Balance among the
Employees of Hindustan
Unilever Limited,
Doomdooma, Tinsukia, Assam
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Abstract 1 with emotion an
, A or
In the present day scenario the ability tOW n, stretched goals,

various other factors such as cut throat compr‘z:gr? ;mbalanced WOr
cultural differences among the diverse workfo .
life have led to increasing level o.f stress oviding
the job dissatisfaction. Ofganizauoni::)t i
1 ance i
ifg; ::‘SPI oyees work !1.fe b'a]ﬁed i unproducnve ar essential
ing numbers of dissatis
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@ 'ntelllge € 3 4 d
hence increased attrition rates. Emot-loﬂﬂl_l ' ork and fam ly llfcalI;
f: . : rformance mn en cartl
actor responsible for better perfor™ has be

orl
. e SearChw i
It facilitate to minimise the stress cz::eao t
out by taking samples in Doomdooma g

d
. ers decide
T_O carry out this study the reseal'ch. > ot

S1ze as 95. For the purpose Ofcanylgg his study jsand
and secondary data have been used:

contribute a new perspective !
behavioural sciences with specia
Mrelation of employees work —

o the field thm:i o] intelligenc®
‘ m jond.
lrﬂ'fereln Cec:aolze ords: Emol?
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intelligence: work life balance: life work balance: conflict: stress
and performance. . |
Introduction:

Emotional Intelligence is a set of qualities and competencics that
captures a broad collection of individual skills and dispositions. usually
refe-rred to as soft skills or inter and intra-personal skills, that are
outside the traditional areas of specific knowledge, general intelligence
and technical or professional skills. £Emotions are an intrinsic part©
DT biological makeup, and every morning they march into the ofﬁce‘
with us and influence our behaviour. Emotional intelligence consists 0
five factors: knowing one’s emotions, managing emotions, motivating
oneself, recognizing emotions in others. Researchers today 3¢
interested in finding the effects of emotional intelligence On employee®
and thereby, organizations, and analyzing the various other facets O
EQ. Emotional intelligence improves individual and organizatio™
performance. It plays a significant role in the kind of work an employe®
produces, and the relationship he or she enjoys in the organizaii()ﬂ-

; According to Greenhaus et al. (2003), work life balance (WLB)

is the extent to which an individual is equally engaged in work role
and family role. It is a perfect management between work and life
both not interfering with each other. As one enters into job life-
performance on balancing work and social roles becomes @ stroné
contributor to how one feels (Yadav, 2014). Over the lasttWo decadcs
the W(:—’I'k environment has undergone several significant changes _a_t
TS great challenge for maintaining a balance between work 1if°
and family life (Baldiga, 2005; Almer and Single, 2007; Katz, 2007;
MCCam’ 2008). With the advent of nuclear families, changing patter”
in the working environment, the need of the organisation that the
employef:- work beyond the normal eight hours (Patel, 2005; Bhard™
2008; Rai, 2009), single parent household due to increase in divorce®
(Amato etal.,2003), participation of women in employment (Singh*
2006) has resulted in the need for the employees 10 continuous
attempt balancing act of work and family life. In this env ironment wO"
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often intrudes the family life while family pressures affect the work

performance of the employee (Fu and Shaffer. 2001).

Statement of The Problem:

Thus work-life balance has become a universal concern for

organizations as well as individuals in the fast paced digital age that
hallenging deadlines aré

we inhabit. Long work days and more ¢ h
expected of employees. This study examines whether workexsrx\lf.lf

higher levels of emotional intelligence will have better work-11te
balance in light of all the issues surrounding work-life balance that

hav . >ve always known toat
e been raised so far. On some level, we ntrol, and make.the

the capacity to comprehend, keep tabs 0 co .

most of our emotions can assist us in improving Ouf deasmn-makmeg;
overcoming obstacles, and relating t others. Given e ad;ljan‘tli%er
that come with improved emotional intelligence. Hmfiustan nlmbers
Limited should make enough investments tohelpthelr o s

dev§10p these skills. This will not only hel
?_‘;t it will also benefit the performance of X
e and working life are two clements that @ i
: : -family
Proportionally to each other (Boloorlzadeh etal., 201 ?.’) Wor
conflicts originate from long working hours:
home and inflexible working schedl}le- Abalan® b
and family is the strongest predictor influencing Jo
(Moon and Roh;2010).
Literature Review: _

°  Bar-On’s(1997) portrays socfal -« 1995 model ncludes the
as specific interpersonal skills. Goleman’s 1977 the skill require
same empathic awareness and atonement; this lsvmyino m
to recognizing emotions in others: Knowing th<13§‘3a %
the study of the relationship of EIto moral/et m; 3
values has been inconsistent. There has been v othics/values
research published till date- Even thougl: 7™ . © o qucation?

: : ) the basis Orte=d .
dimensions are often described a8 p?ilzrfltl;irical research1n this arc?

responsibility and empaty

Programs involving Ela well designe
18 ve K
ry much a necessity. i 279




o MacCann, C, et al. (2003) says that therc is a connection

between EQ-i scores and job success (r=.22) and between El SCOres
and university grades (12 =.7 - .15). Further findings reveal that more
effective managers at certain organization have higher EQ-i scores
than less effective managers. However these studics did not check
the Five-Factor personality model or cognitive IQ in connection with
predicting performance. However it is important to include thes€
measures in such experiments because both are known t0 correlﬂ_te
with each of this area, and may be better predictors. accounting for
the same or more variance as found with the EQ-1.

o Zimmerman (2003)- studied the strategies that dual earnef
couples adopt in balancing family and work. Ina study of 47 middle-
class, dual earner couples with children, who se¢ themselves 45
successful in balancing family and work, their thought is classified int€
six general partnership themes such as shared housework, mutual an
active involvement in childcare. joint decision making. equal acces®
to and influence over finances, value placed on both partners work
life goals and shared emotion work. Couples who are successful te!
to share housework and emotion work. Naturally wives pert-"o.rm
slightly more childcare and are primarily responsible for organising
family life. Further Zimmerman notes that wives perceive that
husband’s careers are slightly more prioritised.

» Vakola, M, et.al (2003) studied organization change in 13,7
professionals from various public and private organizations located 1%

Athens, Greece. Vakola assumed that positive attitudes towar”
organizational change would be correlated with four of the “Big F1v°¢
personality traits (openness, agreeableness, conscientiousness a7
neuroticism). There was no prediction made for extraversion since It
was not related to organizational change. Further they also thought
that the feelings the professionals had toward organizational chang®
would be related to overall EI as well as specifically to control 0
emotions and use of emotions for problem solving. They assum_e
that EI would enlighten discrepancies beyond the effects of persoﬂ‘dmy'
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. pia

I~he.re was also an additional hypotheses based on earlier research
findings, including educational backgroun 4. but not gender.

e Srivsastava, B. L., et.al (2004) evaluated leadership
?(f)lrer?vc“css ‘f""iih a unique population for EI li.teratuné .(but not w}usual
1967§e;r011 with Fiedler’s Theory of Leadership Effectiveness: Fled%er,

-For the purpose of analysis data was collected from 291 Indian
;rmy officers. Findings reveal that there is arelation between leader
F:l?trllqd all -of the components of the transformational le?derslﬁp style;i
o er higher E scores were also found for the co.ntmgfant rewar
El W13;;‘0ncnt of transactional style. There wasno relationship betvtfeeg
succesS s fel_ated to job satisfaction, but was related to PCI‘CBIVC
and res_ This is the only research to 67 that evaluates age dxfferenc;esr, |
trans Sﬁarc.hers found that scores for most of the @me_nsw-ns for
and Olmatfonal leadership increased with age, especially inspiration
Motivation.
Com. .Fem:r* A and Gagne, L. (2006) examined th_at in la?ge;
techfgfl ies and those like information technology and mgotll:lmzl:j(; :
industr Ogy enat_)lffd services industries, in comparison to5 / e. N
tnes like mining and construction implemented more family friendly

Policies that can case the level of tension between work and life/family-
°  Pyman, A, et.al (2006) proposed that employees se€ to

b
Timore effective when a combination of different form IS.p.r esen_t.
¢ better the employee is engaged and encouraged to particib il
and job satisfaction-

ass}?mated with better organizational commitment a
Sati:jf[:1 employees are given an opportunity t0 speak they feelr:;;)erd
and hled’ ?OPing their work-life balance concerns can be exp
Opefully addressed. | )
Cond. Romanelli, Cain, and Smith (2006) cxaménectis z;ns;lihz’
eff UCt-e d by Pau et al. in which the El of dental studen g
€Ctofstress were evaluated. It was found that students with &

B ; . ies and
Iticor.es were found to have more adaptive copirs Strat;gll:cores
€r'time management skills as compared t0 whohad IV [ves

Stu : o
dents with low EI scores were found t0 have
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10, and

in unhealthy A
withdrawing S:C(;:ﬁ:’_loum such as smoking. procrastinati
e (Golde oy .
third of Amer?e;;é:: ( ?006) found that in 2005. that around one-
?elecommunicatina workp pess have e 8 0 telework and
improve W(‘Tk-liife e ;“T Em.gemcms. Though this arrangement can
reduces Work Family Cco CS: i COU'ld have a different impact that
The impact that advanc m 1(31. but increases Family work Conflict.
have on Work Family ecmel}tl.] " t_he technological environment caf
autonomy and flexibility. onflict is moderated by family size. job
o Bhati -
Kids assist thef: I()Qa?;st)ss_tucsed that statistical data in big families elder
sisters that helps to del\? 1rmgmg P (?ftheir youagsr brothers a1
sympathy. ability to COn:'c(i)p responsibility. kindness. tolerance:
attitude to others. Neither ider other people’s needs and respectful
bring as much happiness asl:]:CGSSﬁ'J} career nor financial stability can
professional success for th w fanily, Moreaver 1t SRR achiev”
the family a person learn ose who are happy with their family Jife. In
dimension and learns als to express his/her feeling. develops empa
feelings and handle em - to_hand_]e emotions. The ability 0 manage
found to be importantc;?uon is an important aspect of El that has bec?
P ot bf_"tter performance and achievement:
along with controllin itnowmfg Wbell and how to express emotion
Obj e{etives of The gtuf;r;,d thisis imbibed from the family relations:
he stud
East India Viz.yfyu\;zfﬂ:ioniucted in one of the urban areas of NOﬁh'
has been conducted in (a;’rd;stam' The study is empirical in pature and it
on employees and thereb a‘;ﬁF d _the effects of emotional intelligf:ﬂCe
For this the objectives of)f[he Erlez::'%}the Va]fious other faccts of B
1. To analyse : work are as under:
s woﬂ(p]a{; ecal:l(;v;r :gnaﬁ(t;i(;:al illtelligence can be use
g quality of work life

din this

2. Tostudyt i i
y the relationship between the work life balance and

performance of employees at the said area of the study
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g

ligence affects the

[0 examine how emotional intel
individuals and teams

(I)Jl igal.nsat-mn and how it may be enhanced in both
mitations of The Study :
Limi:cd 1[1)(1; only appli_c?ble to employees 0

o : omdooma (Tinsukia).
will be co[li::zto““clitcome of the study cannot
employees. ed only from a section ofemplo
the q;est ll' he fact that the respondent mus
Method ons severely restricts the use of

10 ology of The Study
frame;wo?; Se_arch Design: The term “research_ deeign” refers t_o a
and analvs; or plan fora study that directs aed alde in the gath_ermg
Limite dYexs of data. In Doomdooma (Tinsukla?, Hmdustan Unilever
compari Cmployeels were given questiorma;res t .
advalltas(in to certain other survey formats, QI.JBSUO!:IIIaII'ES
Standarf-ts because they are less expensive frequentl
demand ;Sed answers that make it easy 10 & e

5. Sscr(’:‘:;?h :ﬁlisﬁodm tl;\edresponilt:i‘i;ltsy ken survey 40>
0 ‘ 0 e Study: My opp°
0?&]‘-‘;??1 resources will be made possible . research. The results
about thSYUdleS will also reveal how well—mf_omled thee :
betwee emselves and what they do ¥ maintain 2 l‘1ea y
interac ! Vyork and life. From there it would l?e gmte o
(Tlnsm(t'wuh the staff at Hindustan Unilever Ll.rmte Do0 ance
their ia), and learn how they manage theiremotions as We

' Perso.nal and PI‘Ofessi0|1al lives.

3. Significance of The Study: . study attemPt to 1m

. emotions % J

the abil; .
e : ons can have
s staffs are aware that emoti o7 o

both : i

ot their personal and professional ives. This study d maintaind

he 1OW employees inspire themselves {0 W-Ol'l_{ ha-rdef d satisfaction
althy work-life balance. The degree Ofdedlcauon

fHindustan Unilever

be generalized as the data
yees and not from all the

t be able to read and answer
questiormaires.
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among employees towards the company will risc as @ 1‘L‘Sl_‘ll (.)1
maintaining good relations with them in the workplace. This will aid
the company in keeping its top talent or employees. helping to reduce
costs in the process. _ |
4. Sampling Methodology: The sample consists of 1 1(’;
employees working in the organisation. Data has been collected lfSlgg
Simple Random Technique. The sample size of this research 15
(including both male and female). L
5. Research Instruments, Data Collection and Analysis:
This study is based on the primary method of data collection Whe;z
qualitative data are-analysed. The Researchers took to the use Ohe
schedule in order to collect primary data directly relz}tcd md;ry
concerned area of the study. They have also made use of secon -
sources of data collection such as e-books. e-journals anc? varlO;
websites to fulfil the requirements of this research work. The SiU_ y
depends mainly on the primary data collected through a St_ructm ?s
interview schedule. The secondary dataare collected from _]ourl?ﬁ s,
magazines publications, reports, books, publications. websneel;
research papers, periodicals, articles, etc. The collected datahave be e
tabulated and then analyzed with the help of applying 511111:116
mathematical tools like percentage and table interpreted as 10
data trends and implicated to existing studies.
Analysis of Results dto
The primary data collected from the consumers are analyse te
obtain the results concerning the objectives of the study. Approp? .
tables and graphs are used to depict the said objectives ina _propf.’a
manner. To carry out the research, the researcher has selected Tmsuk{ .
District as the said area. Since the size of the sample for the study 1‘3
taken as 95 so, the data analysis and interpretation has been d°”

taking into account the selected sample size.
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Table 1: Profile of the employees

Choices No. of respondents
Contractual 60 ﬂ
Permanent 35
Total ”

Source: Primary data

0
According to the above table, it can be interpreted 634‘];/6/;
ofthe respondents work on contractual basis and the rest 36-$ ’ Ok
Fhe respondents work on permanent basis for fulfilment of their wor.
In the organisation.

' k
Table 2: Whether personal life suffers because of wor

0
Choices No. of respondents Percentage (%)
Yes 55
No 40
L-_Ti).tﬂ 95

Source: Prima

: ry data ; ndents
Corresponding to the above question; 57'89%'&?;; eii})ours an
say that their personal life suffers because of working long

: - .content and
Zl_ow1y drag people into a vague feeling of g:;ii::r:able to
Isengagements. However, 42.11% of the respon difficulties. .

Lo , ic
Maintain a work-life balance withoutany sort of drastt
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of others.
5. Twould always

Source: Primary data
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be interpreted that majority of
g of their emotions in the
ous moral emotions that
haviour and then vary from

" ri‘;‘mn the above analysis, it can
- i’oﬂdent.s have good understandin
di ffeli ;156 which are influenced by vari
iate between good and bad be

person to person. =

Table 5:

Whether the employees face any s
balancing their Emotions an

rt of problems in

Choices No. of respondents
Yes
No
Total
Source: Primary data
The above table interprets that; 30.53% of the respondents face
DrobL'em in balancing their emotions and work because of extreme
emotions fatigue which results in chronic stress withinajob however
plemin palancing

16h9'fj‘7% of the respondents doesn’t face any pro ; v
) eir emotions in the workplace as employees feel thi.it their post!
raits have been recognised and responded appreciatlve}y.

Table 6: vaid

Whether the employees struggle t0 jugglewer
non-work

AT
Choices No. of respondents ‘EE{C,/,W%%E@’
61.

| Always | 58 | S
18 [ 18924
Never _’/’12/ 20
S Total 95 100
ource: Pl‘imary data d

n ents

. The above table highlights that §1 105% of the riilzfgssiona
fuggle to find a balance between thell persond ewhat able

;
ives. Howsoever, 18.95% of the FeSPO SHH
’ o remaining

Sometimes

t "y
© maintain a work-life balance an
pa 0 287




em'pllolyees maintains a healthy balance of work and non-work
activities in due course of time.
Table 7:
Lack of work-life balance has/had an adverse impact on the
career of the employees

Choices | No. of respondents Percentage (%)

Fully 54 56.84 |
Partially 20 2105
Not at all 21 25—1_1“
Total 95 0o |

Source: Primary data

Itis evident from the above table that, 56.84% of the respondents
say that lack of work life balance has an adverse impact of their careet
which include certain factors such as inflexible working hours, job
pressure and poor management. On the other hand, 21.05 95 of the
fimployees feels that unfavourable work-life balance had a partial
m}pact on their career growth and the remaining respondents disagrec
with the options given above.

Table 8:
Whether the employees are able to control their temper SO
that they can handle difficulties rationally
Percentage (%)

Choices No. of respondents

Yes 36 37.89
No 59 62.11
Total 95 100

Source: Primary data

The above given table interprets that,
opt NO as they are not able to control their tempe
their difficulties rationally. However, 37.89% 0

agrecs (o the same.

62.11% of'the respondents
rinorderto handle

fthem opt Yes and

Findings
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B

o Contractual agreements governthemajority of the workiorce.
o  The employees in the company are aware of their Sfenm{]e.ms
as well as those of others, and they support them in SIrVIng
for excellence.

o  The research indicates thatalotof employees have fiuble

ons and their work.

juggling theiremoti -
o  The majority ofemployees, according to the researclll(,sal’e
able to restrain their emotions and respond to setbacks -
logically. | .
o  The study found that problems with worklife l‘)albanci i::kluszg
a large number of employees Jeaving their Jobs ©
career breaks. 1 o
o It was shown that majority of the w‘rorkersrslack ofawo
life balance negafively impacted their Care‘: 'o;l 1o choose of
e The organization’s personnel have thc_a op ltheir o
utilise certain programmes at some pointin
Conclusion and Recommendation - as drawnthe sftention
Employee work-life balance isatop! loyees of Hindustan
of numerous researchers worldwide. THe S0, + more difficult ©
Unilever Limited, Doomdooma (T_insu'kla) in i efficiently-
manage their personal and professioﬂa] v plroged by organisations:
Work-life balance programmes need 00¢ devg ?o ake use of the™
and staff members need 10 be eNCOUEL g i, fficene
Increased onganisational dedication- TPV e - iy esltfor
m . nal intelligenc®

the retention of top talent, and employ<® bothemoti®
s more evidence : i

this. This stud id y
Y pr ov1dae: ) sati !
and work-life balance can contribute 10 OF %a‘;‘ Unilever lelteq

and boost employee motivation- . vethe

should take the mitiative to develoP andimP - episeand 07"

Aperson’sab‘ tytor roVi :

swillimprove i o qualit

I‘ESU]t in the.
\%!

and improvine o1
pRAPAN

emotional intelligence skills.
their own and others’ emotio
intelligence abilities, which will
Services. Integrating, enhancing,

elivery©

CHA © 2

=




can be done throug - :

it is evident thre(:tL 1511226;1%@ of “m otional intelligence. F'rom the study
WEB, Lonswerkin: hosui P;_Sl.tlvc and significant impact of Elon
stress and poor perf;rmans I?;n enerey and often end up a cause {0
Haworth and Lewis (758 his n?s'ult aligns with the findings of
(2010).Understanding tl; >); J_Uf“ et al. (2010) and Mishra
bring to the Workpl;ce CPOtC?Ilal and talent that their employees
contributions that em lc; ?nsmmg the articulation of the unique
become a part of the sgcc) t?es make., and valuing them so that they

ess of the organisation.m
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Awareness and Usage of Open
Educational Resources
by the College Teachers of
Jorhat City: A Survey

= Deepsikha Sensua

Abstract
educ;)t?;;aiil:;:t.l olnal Resol}f ces (QER) are defined as any typ® of
Open license Thna s that af_ ¢ in public domain or introduced withan
can legally Ell.]d fe nature of these open materials means that anyone
materials. In mOdreely SEPYy USE, adapt, modify and re-share thos€
i rapidl\:r o ern information era information technologies (IT)
availablé from ging inall aspects. Now the digital resourcesarc readily
the teachers a:zlarlly resources and those contents arc available bY
undertaken to det SRS through the internet. The stud?f was
Educational Res e@lne the study of awareness and usage ot_Operl
R awoulces by the college teachers. This paper aims
majority of th areness lev?l of OER among the teachers where
A e e]:gs?ondents 1.e._73.5% are fully aware about OEE{,
are 210 ing onl'O I.ZR Wh‘f"'re“ma.!()fity of the respondents i.¢. 60.6f_3 Yo
OER & ONINE View of OFR. Regarding the importance of using
DR majority of the respondents i.e. 90.06% think that using OER
I very important for teaching. In this study, some problems arc & )
discussed which are faced by the teachers.

woevwords:
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Open Educational Resources (OER). Open license, Information

Technologies (IT)
Introduction:

Open Educational Resources ar€ defined as any tyPe of
educational materials that are inthe public domain Of introduced
with an open license. The nature of these open imaterials means that
anyone can legally and freely copy, Use: adapt, modify and re-share
those materials. Open Educational Resources range from text]?ooks
to curricula, syllabus, Jecture notes, sts, PrOJects,
audio. video and animation etc. It includes full courses. course
materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests; software,
and any other tools, materials, O technigues used 10 Sy
to knowledge. It helps improve education acros
educational resources are freely
documents and media that are usc
process, and assessing as well as forresearoh B
leading trend in distance education for ope
do_rnain as a consequence of the openness
universal usage of open file formats in Ope™
These are teaching and learning materials that we

and reuse at no cost. Unlike traditionalclosed— 0015);2 P catedby 4
Open Educational Resources h thore i

ave beenad o
individual or organization that chooses toretal fe“_’;; ﬁcolleagues
rights. We can download reso 1

. urces and share 1 resource; edit
and friends. And we also may bea

in some way, and then re-post it as
1.1 Importance of Open Education
Open Educational Resources are veryl
Countries, where many students may ™ ; ccesstoc
reference books, any other documents; where be lacking-

may be limited, and where teacher-

> : . 11od coUNte
They are also important in wealthy 11! usmalﬂﬁd
can offer significant cost savings




Open Educational Resources are supported by educators who
believe that sharing is very important for learning. They want to us€
affordable or free leaming resources, they have the legal rights to us€
these free learning resources, they have updated content translate;
they have the resources into other languages, they have broaden acces
to learning; and they have ensured publicly funded educatioflal
resources are available to the public. There are many benefits to using
Qpen Educational Resources in addition to sharing, which is a0
Important component of any educational experience.

2. Statement of the problem:

Despite of the large number of publications in the field of oPe"
leaming and Open Educational Resources, there has been very less
study done in the aspect of use and awareness of Open Educationd
Resources in academic sector of India. As we know that use of OPe"
Educational Resources in academic sector is actually pertinent forthe
development of the society. A study of this kind is thus need Ofth.e h?ur
and its results can lead to many important conclusions and an indicatio”
for the academic community. Therefore it is decided to undel"?‘ke a;
study on the topic “Awareness and Usage of Open Education?
Resources by the college teachers of Jorhat City: A Survey”.

3. Objectives:

The study is motivated with the following objectives— |

L To find out the awareness level of Open Education?
Resources among the college teachers of J orhat City

ii. To know the usage pattern of Open Educationa
by the college teachers of Jorhat City in

iil. To find out the importance of Open Educational Resources!
teaching leaming process o e iueg

iv. To find out the popular Open Educational Resources initiattV
by govt. of India and

v. To find out the problems facing by the college teachers
using Open Educational Resources
4 Scone and Limitation of the study:

] Resources

while
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. The present study is limited to the colleges situated in Jolfbat
City, which are under section 2(£)/12(B) of UGC act 1956.A coording
to the Google map, the following 5 colleges are covered under this
Study.

J.B. College

Jorhat College

C.K.B. Commerce College

D.C.B Girls College

S V. Jorhat Kendriya Mahavidyalaya

- Research Methodology: . i

Research Methodology is the process used to collect information

and data for the purpose of making decision. The methodology may

Include surveys, case study, experimental, historical and other resea?rch

techniques, and could include both present and historical informare”
For this study, Survey method is used to se€ the awareness level;

Usage and importance of OER among the College teachers o'f Jorha

City. The study was started with the literature search from different

Web based secondary resources like e-journals, e-books, blogghsé
subj ect-gateways, wikis, institutional repositories tc- More:::]r, ed
Websites of different Open Educational Resources of India are anzy

: . .- ilable.
With their content, information, organization and c.ou.rses a;’[?:dja o
After review of literature, ten major government initiatives 0

Operll\fducaﬁonal Resources were decided to include 1;11 e;l;; ;St:lcc;)l/ly
oover, f i i data the researchy '
1ot eollegosand s red questionnair® was

gSitﬁ}d the selected colleges and a selfadministe
6 Sg?bufed among the college teachers.
' '%mﬁcance of the Study:
Pen educational resources are freely access Y ocesS.
documens and media that are useful for teaching and l;gzgarr)e very
and assessing as well as for research purposes:

ot be
'Mportant f; . : any students may &

ordev untries, where m )
abl eloping co ks, any other documFr?ts

e
to afford textbooks, reference boo Jwhere(ea cher-training

Cre access to classrooms may be limited, an

S EFET

ible, openly licensed

praPANCHA © 297



programs may be lacking. They are also important in W Ci}“h}'
industrialized countries. where they can offer significant cost sa\'lngf"-
Therefore, the researcher has selected this topic an intention 10 B
the awareness on OR and their uses in college level.

7. Data Analysis and Interpretation:

The data related to the study were collected from the teachers
primarily through Questionnaire. The primary data collected ﬁom ﬂ?c
college teachers of Jorhat City were tabulated for aﬂ'c}l)’s'ls f]
accordance to the objectives of the study. Some respondents i-un~nshu :
some valuable suggestions for improving the accessibility of q&’el
Educational Resources and are incorporated in appropriate e
7.1 Response Rate

Here, a total number of 144 questionnaires we
Out of that 117 numbers of questionnaires were respon

re distributed:
ded. Thus,

the response rate comprised of 81.25%. However. the no?
respondents constitute 18.75%.
Table 7.1: Response Rate
Response Rate Number of Respondent Percentagt
Respondents 117
Non-Respondents 27
Total 144

7.2 Level of awareness on OER ) ness

Here respondents are asked to tick the level of thelr awarfients
on OER; and the table 7.2 is showing that 73.5% of the responv./a.re.
are fully aware of OER on the other hand 26.5% are somewhat 2

Table: 7.2 Level of awareness on OER

Level of awareness on OER Percentage
Fully aware 73.5
Somewhat aware

Total

7.3 Way of knowing about OER hey have
Here respondents are asked to mention from whom L 163;10056
come to know about OER. For that. they are allowed to €
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more th; ; - L : g e
10re than one options. Table 7.3 is showing that majority of the

resnondentc - . )
L opondents (41.03%) have come to know through Colleagues.
335.039 o - ; T . .
W L{'" o have known throueh Seminar/Conterence;
orks & & ) . i : :
shop.17.95% have known through World Wide Web. 16.24%

hav s 1
& A7 . _— - ~0 s S o
Known thlough Icacher. Moreover., 5.13% have come across

OER thr
5 gg\o fhmugh News papers/Books/Magazines. On the other hand,
=207 have come across OER through LIS Professionals.

Wa .Tablc: 7.3 Way of knowing about OER
T\LQD—\E@X‘ES about OER | No. of respondents | Percentage
s 19 16.24

CO“eauuQS — ’ o2
I D — | 48 41.03
e Ssionaly 3 2.56
W - | -
Sep:-S apers/books/magazines 6 5.13
Wo -;naf/(_lonferencefWorkshop 41 35.03
=d Wide Web 21 17.95

7.4 U{:es of various OER

ER %f the Iespondents are asked to tick the usability of the various
used by - t?bl_e 7.4 presents that Open Journals are most frequently
Open t, Majority of the respondents (95.73%). Similarly in case of

80‘34%001(3 frequent use is seen by 94.02% respondents. Again

r i )
'ePosite “Spondents are using Open Subject gateways and Open
Hes are used by 57.26% respondents.

Ukes . Table: 7.4 Uses of various OER
WOER Yes (%) No (%)
BeDjournaly 95.73 427
e epositories 57.26 42.74
Qg :‘; illbject Gateways 80.34 19.66
7.5?3&‘1_\ 94.00 5.8
8¢ pattern of OER

her has tried to find out the usage pattern of OER:
howing that majority of the respondents (60.68%)
ewof OER. 37.61% is downloading the content in
Vice and 24,799, takes printout of these open resources.

hﬁ.: table 7.5 {5 g
eXte g online vi
wal Storage de
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Usage pattern of OER ~ No. of respondents | Percentdge

Online view 71 60.68

Printout J 29 : _E_-_?-g——-“

Computer scan 6 _r__r_ﬁ,_sg_]i—rf

Download the content

in storage device 44 _J____B_Z__G’._l_-—-——-
7.6 Frequency of using OER OER:

Here respondents are asked to tick the frequency of using
and the table 7.6 is showing that majority of the respondents arf; -
OER weekly (51.28%), followed by 21.37% respondents W
daily and 14.53% uses fortnightly.

' Table: 7.6 Frequency of using OER

using

)

Frequency of using OER |No. of respoﬂm%
Daily | 25 a5y .
Fortnightly : 17 “’1’]’2’8"/’
Weekly ! 60 —’%’8'2’//
Monthly : 15 "’166’/
Total | L1 —

7.7 Convenient place to access OER . place 1O
Here respondents are asked to tick the convenien P

. e the
access OER; and the table 7.7 is showing that rnEl_lC’gl;y ggain
respondents (54.7%) prefer their home to access O . é3,08%
34.19% prefer to access OER at their departments an
prefer to access in the library ER

Table: 7.7 Convenient place to access o

Convenient place to | No. of respondents Percentage

access OER B

Library 27 23.08

Internet café 4 3.42

Home 64 54.7
rDepar‘Lmenl 40 34.19

Others 5 iz_z_/
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7.8 Importance of using OER

Here respondents
and the )

think thg
reSDOnden

arc asked to tick the importance of using OER;
¢ 7.8 1s showing that maj ority of'the respondents (90.6%)
g OER is very important for teaching. Moreover, 84.62%
ts think that OER is important for self-learning.

B \Tz?hl‘c 7.8 Importance of using OER
\%M _OLR__\ No. of respondents  [Percentage
m__ 106 90.6
M 99 84.62
o publisharicles | 4 39.32

PS to Present papers 50 42.74
Olivates (g Create/ T -
COntt_ibute site 4 3.42
im?(t)l\iaFeS o undertake —

7W 25 21.37

45085 for usine OER
the 1 ere CSpondentg a?- k i 0 i ‘
ble 7 Sl € as eq to tick the reasons for using OER; and

X Borthe g lng th.a-t fajority of the respondents (71.79%) use

CCessiby; Vailability, Similarly 65.81% use OER fortheir eas
Yand 367504 e the y

se for their availability in digital format.

wﬂsons for using OER

No. of respondents Percentage
84 71.79

N 5
S‘ to aCcess 37 31.62
V abil

17 65.81

21.37
36.75
xperie " .)l 26.5
e - -
Ok 81€ reg “€in using QOER

SPondeqys .
: 8 s are agke
(38-46%‘1 ;he table 7.1 i qﬁfﬁ'd "
avie 105
More thap SIX y

. 1ck their experience in using
mg that majority of'the respondents
cars of experiences in using OER.
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Again 30.77% respondents have 4 10 6 years of experiences 11
using OER.

Table: 7.10 Experience in using OER

e
Experience in using OI'R "No. of respondents ﬁfﬂ@%ﬁ———
Below 2 years 12 T 10.26
2-4 years 24 2051
4-6 years ' 36 1 30.77
Above 6 years ' 45 38.46
Total . 117 100

7.11 Link with OER _

Respondents are asked to mention how they are linked with
OER. Here it is seen that majority of the respondents (75.21 %) are
regular users of OER. Again 13.63% respondents are new {0 OE
and 11.11% are contributors to OER.

Table: 7.11 Link with OER

Link with OER ‘No. of respondents EECEIEE?,,
I am new to OER ﬁi 16 13.68
I am using OER ! 383 W

I'have contributed (o OER| 13 }—IIIIIT//
Total , 117 @-3
7.12 Popular Open Educational Resources initiatives Il l v -lve
Here the researcher has tried to find out the popular DER mmatlws
of India among the ten selected OER for this study. Table 7.12 S,l;«oxt_
that majority of the respondents (60.86%) prefer NCERT e-[yf)f
book followed by Shodhganga (51.28%) and NPTEL (40- 177

202 PRAPANCHA

Table : 7.12 Use of OER Initiatives

Use of OER Initiatives Numberof  |Percentage
Respondents | |

NPTE L 47 __,M.———-

| c-Gyankosh ZE
National Institute of Open

| Schooling 4l B

| NCERT e-Text-book 7 6068
€-PG Pathshala 12 102
Consortium for Educational
Communication(CEC) LS 1282
NISCAIR 30 25.64
Shodhgmga 60 -——5—1'—2—'8_—'
National Science Digital
Library 20 | 1709
National Repository for Open

— Educational Resources 25 213

713 Problems faced in accessing OER _
acce H'ere respondents are asked to tick the problems faced wh.lle
©Ssing OER; and the table 7.13 is showing that in case of accessIng
- Majority of the respondents (92.3 1%) facing the problem of slow
ai ;n etspeed, followed by proxy server problem (77.78%) ar}d pO“I:;
othe ©(66.67%). Moreover, it is found that respondents are facing ds:n(:e
M t‘;zl:_féblcms also like- lack of ICT knowledge, no proper gtll_lt -
and | INing, in complete subject coverage, lack of information itere=

ack of common search box for all the OER etc.

inte
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Table:7.13 Problems faced in accessing OER

Problems faced in accessing OER * Yes(%e) M
Slow intermnet speed - 92.31 ___7__92,-"
Power failure 6(’;&33’;}3/

641 |359

Lack of ICT knowledgc E ]
61.54 | 3846
!

i

i

No proper guidance and training

In complete subject coverage 48.72 | 51 gg
Proxy server problem 77.78 __2.2,_/

Lack of information literacy 52.99 | 47.01 4
Lack of common search box forall the OER| 55.56 | 44.44
Others 37.61 62.39

8. Findings je an

In the present study an attempt has been made to .PTOV' © ce
overall study on the awareness level, usage pattern and lmportaft‘he
of various features of Open Educational Resources among the
college teachers of Jorhat City. After analysis of the data,
following findings were drawn. . ofthe

The findings of this study are described below on the basis
research questions of the current study— :

‘Research Question 1: Are the college teachers of Jorhat (1%
aware about OER? about

e Majority of the respondents (73.5%) are fully awarc Jents
Open Education Resources. On the other hand 26.5% respo
are somewhat aware about OER.

e Majority of the respondents (41.03%) have throu
about OER through colleagues. 35.03% have come to know hrou
Seminar/Conference/Workshop.17.95% have come to know cher.
World Wide Web. 16.24% have come to know through Ted 1S
Moreover, 5.13% have come across OER through News pag:oss
Books/Magazines. On the other hand, only 2.56% have come a
OER through LIS Professionals.

Research Question 2: What are the OER lnitia.t
are frequently used by the college teachers of Jorhat C ity?

come {0 know

jves in Ind12
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°  Open Journals are most frequently used by majority of the
respondents (95.73%). Similarly in case of Open books frequent used
13 Seen by 94.02% respondents. Again 80.34% respondents are usu;g
Open Subject gateways and Open repositories are used by 57.26%
Iespondents, o

®  Inthe usage pattem of Open Educational Resources, majority
of the respondents (60.68%) are doing online view of OER, 37.61%
are downloading the content in external storage device and 24.79 %
take printout of these open resources whereas only 5.13% of the
feSpondents are doing computer scan. o

® In case of frequency of using OER, majority of 123
*espondents are using OER weekly (51.28%), followed by 21.37%
feSpondents who use daily and 14.53% use fortnightly. o

® Again in case of convenient place to access OER, majon.ty
Ofthe T€spondents (54.7%) prefer their home to access OER.Agan
34.19%, prefer to access OER at their departments and 23 .08% prefer
0 access in the library. _ - .

Research Question 3: Whatare the importances forusing OE

Y the college teachers of Jorhat City? L fthe

* Regarding the importance of using OER, m.ajonty Y o

SPondents (90.6%) think that using OER is very III{P?“ant °t
Ching, Moreover, 84.62% respondents think that OFER is importan
forself-learning, )

* Incaseofreasons for using OER, majority of therespo 1;1dense
8‘ 79%) use OER for their free availability, similarly 6581 /:t:; "

ff>r their easy accessibility and 36.75% use these for
ability in digital format. ority of the
r Again in case of experience in using OER, mdJ orl  esin
“SPondents (38.46%) have more than six years of experie s of
:Smg. OER. Again 30.77% respondents have 4 to 6 ye
Xperlenoes in usin g OER.
ReSOResea_rch Question 4: What are the pop
urces initiatives by govt. of India?

ava]

ular Open Educational
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° In o
selected Ogﬁssoiigopular OEFti initiative of India among the ten
prefer NCERT e-Te;j i)tUdlz* majority of the respondents (60.86%0)
NPTEL (40.17%) ook followed by Shodhganga (51 28%)and

e R :

Majority ;fsfli)endents are linked with OER in various wWays-
Again 13.63% ;ZSSPOIKCllentS (75.21%) are regular uscr of OER.
contributor to OERI,)OH ents are new to OER and 11.1 1% are

Resea .
college t rch Question 5: What are the problems facing by the

? iaCherS of Jorhat City while using OER?

nc : ;
(92.31%) fa:ise oli accessing OER, majority of the respondents
e ngbt e problem of slow internet speed, followed by

. MOI-S;O lem (77.78%) and pOWer failure (6667‘%))
problems also 1Yke r, it is found that respondents are facing some other
training, incom 11 flaCk.O fICT knowledge, No proper guidance an
of common sez};r:}fljgbj?t C?Veragen jack of information literacy: 1a¢

X
Conclusion brall thelJER =0,
D .
Techncl:foto r?ﬁldladvancemem in Information and Communi
Wiotier edu%:):tioia 1nternet has become an inseparable part Of today’s
and advanced inf system. With the development in the area of Internet
Biineafions] Resoirrmatlon Tx?chnology, more and more of the Open
to the people and ces are being produced and distributed free of cost
digital format T;llccessed those Open Educational Resources in the
developingourie - Oper} Fjducational Resources are best used in
of Human Reso g societies and leaming organizations. The Ministry
Education thrOUg;llrIce Development and the National Mission on
£ ducational Res ?T (N ME~ICT) is spending huge amount on OPe?
through Internet (I;LK/EES Initiatives for India which arc made availabl®
- — 5-ICT is not only providing necessary ambition i
the educat ion, butalso engaging in infrastructure Jevelopment fO
- ors and learners in all seements of the society
Suggestion © soclety.
On the basis of the findings following major suggestions are A

cation

awn-—

6 PRAPANCHA

s

on 11113- uzcori? %e};;{tfr?ries‘ShOUId take initiatives to increase awareness
2. Informat ml'tlalwes among the college Teachers.
college librari alion fecdty pI‘Og_rammes should be organized by the
Competent t:]es on a regular basis to make the c?!lege teachers ICT
3. MoreL ?:CCESS the eresources from OER initiatives. ‘
by the collep workshops and Framing programmes sl.muld be organized
with the col‘?{3 authorities to introduce and familiarize OER resources
4 ege teachers.
initiati' A user I-:riendly OER syste
5 “ O.flnd'a should be developed-
Tesoulﬂlc Asingle Se‘aleh platform should be
6 es of OER initiatives of India.
accesS.ibLhe OER initiatives of India should be more Us
7. M so that everyone gets the benefits out of it. . ¥
be sati-sﬁ g re advanced and upgraded features.to be added which shot
8 Afl for the_ users 50 that they can easnly. access the O]?:R'l e
in the 'OERtl,]e_tfaqltlonal as well as modern subject should be inclt
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yi- Poloism

i-Polo Religion”
| Perspective

= Tinku Lahan

A Di :

¢ or Dony
rom Phﬂosophica

Abstract
Religion i .
and God %1;); lts a spiritual TivVer where human peings, the universes
which have beogem_er‘ and itis the confluence of many SU streams
i o e e gy
embraced the oL Ir.'tual Jife to human gs. All Leligions have
Fhey are di ffersan}e thmgs/concepts different perspec es SO
indigenous rel?n't in numbers. A3 $Y h.other religions; 2 paturalistic
in Arunachal 1£g)mn has been prevalent in orth East dia, e?mall_y
Poloism™ 1?h radesh an Assam; ch is kn a5 - “Domy"
Sun and tl'u 1\: name of this religion refers 0 ings thaf are the
Moon ande oon, the wor «ponyi” M€ g«pold’ Means
parts (;f Cozlhese two are considere as d phys! al em ent
c OmmOnj or Goddess- ike other religions:’ i ded som®
perspect_concfipts suchas God, Sou Morality> Reality: etc. But its
wwith sithi ive or way of acceptan ese concepts1s 1.10t com'm'on
Lacans oIS Moreover, this religion igknown % 0- qal religio”
fa e it mostly emphasizes s aspeets hich have ome MOr
) vorable to naturé and an peings and that’s why &Y ng c?q}lal
“t,?t.us 0 both is considered 2° +e highest oral valu is religion
thel:lh further helps it maintamlng onious r.elatlons ;r‘)’zﬁ?ﬂ
So. inview of 10 ay’s conce 5sucs ke glob &
PRAPANCHA o 315




e

climate change. des :
hoped that 1f\c\{;, S}L\b:rz;}lon of nature and natural resources. itean be
its ethical values or nct L_q uate honour or publicity to this rc]i-ﬂinn then
force against further (?el;:up‘?.)mdivc rituals will stand as a p:cvcmi\'tf
to find out the philosophic ('1 -lgn Of”a?Ul'C- So. this paper is an attempl
Keywords: - Relio; alideas which are inherent in this religion-
Naturalistic faith, G éblon‘ Donyi-Poloism, Spirituality. lndiuc:mu%/
ritrtdection:. .God, Soul. Morality, and Ecology. ‘ i |
Each human beine i 3 J
and itis his/her motﬁf isunique depending on his/her thought Proce
Moreover, it is only hquOcesS .whjCh isreflected through hi s/her works-
this reason, there is aJwI;anu? eings that possess the rationality and for
new waysoflife to ex loys}_ ¢ tendency to go ahead in life and finding
anideology ofap am'crfﬂ re life W‘_th an optimistic vision. But sometimes
elements that it is foll ar person is endowed with somuch of admirable
beaﬂedly follow Such(;z;vedl by. people without any force. People whole-
itself. This form of livin ?2;&@5 and this takes the form of way of livin2
Religions are mo%e also be regarded as ‘religion’ 0 strict sense:
such as God, worship/ o les's related to some common concepts:
or duty of humans It)opfr' ayer, rituals, to determinate the ultimate aim
morality, etc. whjCh’are dlnd out the actual reason of creation, soul,
However different rel?vélc’ped under the realm of human cognito™
concerning these conce gions are pursued with different Vv jews
from each other. As pis. T].lat,s why they have remained separ ate
perfect definition for iy r‘-aS-Uh’ it is becoming more difficult t0 give @
religion we have Seerellgwr‘L Even in the content of the Philosophy ©
than perfect one rn that it has embraced many definitions rather
phenomenological peergsardlflg Ehe religion, for instance-fro
superhuman controllin pective-"religion is human recognition ofd
gods entitled to obedigrll)o wer and especially of a personal of God O
perspective religion is “tl C? and worship.” From the PSyehOlogica
men in their solitude Solf eelings, acts, and experiences of indivi
TR th ar as they _apprehend themselves 10 stand in
ey may consider the divine” (William james)-
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that “religion isaset

of belie
efs. practices e
practices. and institutions which men have evolved in various

Anotl
wer definition {i
efinition from the sociological view is

societies™ ("
view E]C:t F(L‘lrixl E_::: [ I,)_E_lrsonsl or other deﬁn.itio.ns from the‘natumlis'tic
of our faculti;~~ Slsl abody OfSCmP'?? W%lICh @wde the free exercise
up by fe elinu”(h(d alomon Reinach). “ethlc_s helghteneq, c?nklndlc?d, lit
view “l'eligi;n n tclitfhew Arflf)ld). Accordl'ng to the reh.glous.pomt of
power which t;'a - rt;:(:ognmon thatall thln_r::s are manifestations ofa
again. “humani ?SCtnded our kno.w'lecl‘ge > (Herbert Spencer), OF
The s reSP‘.Jn‘Sce to the divine™. N
re are many religions in the world. Among these religions, 2

naturalisti o T
istic religion is prevalent in North East India, especially 11

Aruns
nachal Pradesh and Assam, 1.€.- Donyi-Poloism

Donyi-Poloism :

natmI:;ﬂz E-mciem period, human bel
life, direct] IS 12‘1W §uch as in respect ©
betsise W); t(;: indirectly. They neveri P
entire cr:gat out natL_lre or na.mnal resources, the living PT" el
tende ures were impossible t© think of. Moreover human
ney for acceptance of slavery pefore the pOWerful one. AS suct_i,

1t

te::leclizr?: assumed that naturalistic religions originate

bein > B.e cause they admitted npature is more wer

g: and it is full of the mystery ofanun

auﬂ]eng::c;,ng ‘.the‘ naturalistic religions:

and m thlSOlk'/mdlge{lous religion thathas numerous

to Aby Itisan animistic and shamani ype religion i <4

otani and-other Tibeto-Burman people orth East 1n¢!

|udes many sub ts

Th

e o A . - - . -
scope of this religion 15 50 vast which ¢
n??

ngs had been fully
fsocial, economic;

gnored the importan
0CESSES of

Llnd i ' [13
er its womb. Though they accepte i
some differences that W

or pa .
nof‘ Its .Of God and Gods, there are
lcleid in their religious Jescriptions 809 these tWO- je did not
HTowever, i e e ot 1S S ed bccause A
er, its origination1s so obscuret ™ 6 consi de

try to pre
0 preserve any proof of its SO

that t : )
the existence of Donvi—P()loi.s'm is1




I

aspects of this religion, though many Hindu scholars claim that itis
Just a branch of the Hindu religion. there has not been found any
certaln‘ ground to prove it. And also it has maintained a distinctive
recogmuf)n. through pursuing its unique conceptions. Moreover, when
we scrutinize the history of Donyi Poloism then it comes 10 notice
that there are no commonalities between the two religions regarding
their conceptions or incipiency. ) )
Symbol or institution of Donyi-Poloism:-

Usually, religions have developed their own symbol or institution
to represent their religion and also to perform their religious duty-
‘lefﬁ Ot.her‘religions, Donyi-Poloism also developed a symbol a
institution in the contemporary period. The symbol of this religion 15
fiwhlte flag with a red color sun in the center of it and the institution
1s known as “Gangging” or “Namlo™. In the earlier period, ther®
WEIC Hoany particular institution to perform their worship but due
to the: increasing religious conversion to Christianity, the DU”J’_i'
Polm.sm was under threat of becoming a minority religion- So, 11
pursuing this view, the Pioneer Talom Rukbo has strived to revitalize
and institutionalize this religion.

Philosophical View about Donyi-Poloism:-

{chord'mg to worshippers/ believers of this religion. itis 2
practical religion because, beyond the conceptual or ﬂ?eoldgical thi
such as h)./mns, the quest for spiritual happiness, concept of God ©
goddess, it contains some other rituals or rites irl its corh‘:’,fee‘%ationa
system Yvhich are intrinsically connected with the real life of PGOP16
such as in their framing culture, preservation/conservation of nature
(forests, land, water bodies, flora and fauna and also other Pt
resources), development of ecological spiritual way; etc. which ar€
evolved through their antiquated experience of natu;e or their cl05¢
relationship with the nature.

The name of this religion is a combination of two words, 1-€
~Donyi” and “Polo” which are referred to the Sun and the MOO™
Since followers of this religion pray the Sun and the Moon a8 thelt

more
ngs
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szi?i_that‘s why .it is assumed that the name of this religion %s
looke lied as Donyi-Poloism. Worship of the Sun and the Moon 18
datas culture in many religions but the concept about Sun
%?gel\t?g‘ is unique to this religion. In this religion.‘especially in tl;e
God. al urman people’s tradition, the Sunis considered as 'fema e
erﬁi;alSo the people of this cult believed that the ent‘ire creatlon_’l’las
. ged out of Her and here they refer to Her as “Ane Donyt Ot
t}:n(;‘ther Sun”. And in respect of the Moon, they are consi.dered as
A'?) ath.er of God and believed him to be the Guardian of time. Eut
hav(::tz[-lf}pcople (Apatani, Nyshi, Adi, Galos, Tagin, ang’ Mtisft!;]r;ii
the eml' erel'n beliefs regarding this conc§pt10q. Accordu;g 0 e
God 'rff Ur}lverse along with its all organisms 15 crc’:gted . ya p ‘
W-h]ch is known as “Sedi . The Supreme God ‘Sedi " is calle
sz[;v_ ar} ous names such as keym, Jimi ot side-.Melo by the different
tribes of Abotani respectively, The Sedi has generated many

o ne
oods and goddesses who produced so many unseen spirits to control

the different stages of human life. They believe that the whole universe
ss of creation 15

lnsathe physical manifestation of Sedi. The proce et
rated such that the Godhead emerged all things ot being 0
i through transforming parts of his body into valleys nviLS,
g:ter’ Elir‘, stones, rocks, flora and fauna, the sun, the moqr}ll, aﬂgee z
ren:S.- Atter the completion of His creation, Tﬁhe Sedi sssewina
ov aining as silent observer. But, he has been con_tmuously o‘ i?
Ver the creation and humanity through his pair of eyes- Donyt

l : 1 t
Etlnd Polo . Donyi-Polo, Both are considered embo;:hr;lft:ll]le
"ansformation as the two eyes of Sedi which is regarded @

Symbol of the supreme God.

B tllJlsually, in the case ofworsk.lip or prayi:;

when ey actualvly pray to the visible SU’_l m nceptst

spiritu\; © enter into the depth of these e COult are no

only ¢ ! way it s realized that worshippers Oft?ﬂsuc ey are e

sonf O Visible Sun and Moon, instead of this 1 . d Moon-
ething more abstract over and beyond theSun an

gto God, people think
Moon in the sky. But
hrough the

ferring 10

[)ANCHA o3 19
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Donyi-Poloism accepts abstract concepts concerning the idea
of God. According 10 this cult. God is formless. omniPmCM:
omnipresent, and omniscient. This religion does not describe an}’
concrete form of God, for which initially there was no picture or any
idol of God. They truly believed that God is omni presentand 1s present
everywhere in this creation; even God is present within us. S0- 11?§y
did not feel any need to restrict the God to a particular place 111“6
Temple, since people can pray or remember God from an)iwheli
And that’s why, in earlier no any particular place for worship of Dony!
Polo had been seen in the common community area. Although. 1t 1?
More common in other religions but here the practically realized conceP
isthat: God is everywhere. i

Along with the concept of the omnipresence of God, they a_ls .
believe in another concept, i.e. - the “Soul”. Though they E}CFBPS
this concept, their perspectives are not the same as other rehglc.)ng
about such concepts —rebirth, heaven, hell, Karma. etc. Accordm‘;
to Donyi-Poloism after death, every person’s soul goes to a Pla;ie
known as “Nelly”. Nelly is somewhere that is situated below ! Is
carth. Itis not like heaven or hel] as Jike our suppositions S,OLi "
don’t go there to enjoy or suffer; They think that this Nelly ‘SJUSq
replica of life on the earth. Sd, irrespective of our good or bcto
actions all people (both kinds of people Virtuous or Sinner) S‘Ler
the Nelly but are neither going to enjoy nor going to suffer. Ra‘t s
people just go to continye living the same life as we lived beio\,e
death on the earth, For example -If ] am a good person and 102
lived good prosperous life on the Earth then I shall continu€ 9
so in the Nelly. But If| am a bad person or | have lived a miserd
life then I shall continye to live the same life, there would not be an);
reliefin Nelly. This conceptof'the soul is portrayed as an import®”
point that moral behavior/ life are not only governed by the conceP
of rebirth or heaven and hell. &

Now. a question arises that whe gave this moral concept 1© ﬂ: "
tribal people? Isit given by God? By these tribal people don’t behie

ble
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-

that Mmoral codeg
religion IS not
any striet com

are given by Dony-Polo. They believe that‘thmr
areligion of the book and as a result, there is not toul‘ld
e Mandments. rules, and regulations for worshippers for
SUlding thejy behavior. They believe that the Donyi-Polo hgve
e.mpowm-cd all people. They have given the capacity of disseminating
1OWledge (g g people, SL:Ch as - the power to know what is right or
e 24is Wrong Whatis good or bad? What is ethical or unethical?
b and these bowers are the hidden causes of their moral life WhICh'
a:i;e Sulded their ethical/ moral behaviour or conduct, e.g- In N)‘fs/n
Apatan both tribes consider divorce to be an unethical af:tion,
ecagse‘ it destroys the ties that have been built for the institut.lon of
Ezmz.‘ge' Besides, it is bad because it brings disharmony or discord
OcClety not because Donyi-Polo disapproves.
- SQ, their mora] behaviour is governed by their thought_ process
chis reflected in their lifestyle, where establishment or maintaining
it ons relationships among fellow beings is considered as the
gt Moral value and also they apparently admit that maintaining
ina:monious Tclationships with nature or natural resources is equally
Pottantto this highest moral value. 1
CreatiOoreo\.re:r‘, in their religious philosophy, it appears th;l-t ct;uin v:;% :
Calleq 8 = = tied up with an inseparable relatlonshl‘p which v
1‘e 2 sibling relationship. Because as already mentioned earlier 3/
outli"fe Donyiig the source ofeverything, she is the momerof;:g;hgg,
they bewhom gll _creations are born under 'the gu1danclte1 o I be.ings,
don’s hC&m6 siblings to each other. Accordl.ng to them, hun s
i old any superior position in comparison to all (_)th‘er & o
be Arelustelder siblings ofall creations. And as elder siblings we ¢
tal::;;emmSte(} with more responsibilities such as loving, nurt(tjus‘lggt ;1;16 /
enyj & Care of thjg hature; and owing to this ap;?roach tou./a'r e
lrpnmem they have been able to maintain ecological ba .
WL For example- in the Ziro valley of Arunachal Pradesh, ;
— People practice the paddy-cum-fish cultivation and there they

d()n‘ . they keep
& . 5 icid because Y
t us ar Yy machmel Y, Cl]CH]lCillS, or pest:cr es becaus
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the ecological supportive notion in their mind. Besides, Apatan! "m.d _
Nyshi tribes have a tradition of developing a kitchen garden in their
houses for the growing of vegetables for their daily use. where .ll?t’)’
decompose the waste materials of the house. So, they developa md_mon’
keeping in view the maximum utilization of resources which also i the
mantra for the sustainable development model. Apart from 1l?ese twi
tribes, an ecological spiritual belief has been noticed in Adi tribes th,a,
Adis believe that the Tiger (Rinyo) is a brother of their tribe dﬂd 12‘2;
have a blood relation with the tiger, so, killing the tiger is considered o
equal to a murder. This belief helps in protection of endangered spect
which is beyond the religious beliefs.

Conclusion:- .

The prime motive of every religion is to purify the human ll‘fefl?g;
and conduct or behaviour in the spiritual way which is reflected In oy
theologies or philosophies. As in other religions, we have secil mCi
such attempts in “Donyi-Poloism” but these attempts are more Cmeeﬂ
or practical than others. Also this religion consists of some evergr o
coneepts such as-taking care of nature’s health, humanity and respfwe
teaching of morality by storytelling, etc. Apart from these m?tters, lﬂ_ail'l
look at in-depth necessity of this religion then we can say withace sof
surety that this religion will help to solve the ecological pru:)bh:mthjs
crisis by influencing the people through its ethical values becausef this
religion especially emphasizes eco-friendly life and the followers© fion
religion consider those actions as evil deeds which help inthe des.ﬁuc ua
of nature. Moreover, according to them destruction of naturc 15 e?mjs
to destruction of themselves. Further, afler a thorough discussion © o
religion, it is realized that the essence of Indian PhilosopTlY_ 9 I:;]ks
common with this religion. Like Indian Philosophy, this rehgio? Ad.
about the truth. searches for the truth or reality of beings and the WO
and also tries to practically utilize the truth in the present life. ®
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